
 JOURNAL OF THE COUNTY COUNCIL 

 ST. LOUIS COUNTY, MISSOURI 

 

Wednesday September 23, 2020 7:45 P.M. 

 

September 22, 2020 was the date of the regularly scheduled St. Louis County Council Meeting.  

Prior to the start of that meeting, Diann Valenti, Acting Administrative Director, made the following 

statement:  ñWe are postponing the meeting due to technical issues.  We are always interested in 

transparency and the ability of the public to view and participate in Council meetings.  We just became 

aware that a non-working internet link was on the public notice and County website and that has 

prohibited some members of the public from accessing the meeting.  Therefore we will be posting a 

new notice with a rescheduled meeting time and agenda.  We apologize for the inconvenience this has 

caused.ò  Subsequently, a meeting notice for Wednesday, September 23, 2020 at 7:45 p.m. was posted. 

 

 The County Council of St. Louis County, Missouri, met on Wednesday,  

September 23, 2020, at 7:45 P.M., by video conference, pursuant to adjournment with Vice 

Chairwoman Walton Gray presiding. 

ROLL CALL  

 On roll call, the following Council Members were present: 

Rita Heard Days 

Kelli Dunaway 

Tim Fitch 

Rochelle Walton Gray 

 Ernie Trakas 

Mark Harder 

Absent: Lisa D. Clancy 

 A quorum being present, Vice Chairwoman Walton Gray declared the County Council in 

session for the transaction of Business. 

 Also present were the Honorable Sam Page, County Executive, Gen Frank, County 

Counselor, and Diann L. Valenti, Acting Administrative Director.  
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APPROVAL OF THE JOURNAL  

 The Journal from the Council Meeting of September 15, 2020 had not been finalized and, 

therefore, was not available for approval.  

 

 

COMMUNICATIONS  

ZONING MATTERS  

Item No. 1 ï 2nd District 

Report of the St. Louis County Planning Commission, RE:  Request for a Change of Zoning 

from R-3 to C-8, P.C. 09-20 Gamma Tree Services, RECOMMENDING APPROVAL , as 

indicated, with respect to the proposed use of the office and warehouse, including a landscape 

contractorôs facility, located on the east side of Fee Fee Road, approximately 280 feet north of 

Portulaca Drive, containing 3.47 acres. 

 Action:   Moved by Councilwoman Dunaway and there being no objection, Vice 

Chairwoman Walton Gray ordered the item be received, filed and the County Counselor be 

directed to prepare the appropriate legislation. 

Item No. 2 ï 4th District  

Report of the St. Louis County Planning Commission, RE:  Correspondence dated  

August 17, 2020 from Ramon Sarmiento, requesting amendments to C-8 Ordinance 10,895 (as 

amended), P.C. 79-82 H.A. & D.B. Cross c/o Cross Oil Company, RECOMMENDING A 

NEW PUBLIC HEARING , as indicated, with respect to authorization for a new building located 

on the southeast corner of Lusher Road and Redman Road.  
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Zoning Matters ï Continued 

Item No. 2 ï 4th District ï Continued 

 Action:   There being no objection, Vice Chairwoman Walton Gray ordered the item be 

received, filed and the County Counselor be directed to prepare the appropriate legislation. 

Item No. 3 ï 6th District  

Report of the St. Louis County Planning Commission, RE:  Request for a Change of Zoning 

from FPM-1, M-1, FPM-3, NU, and FPNU to M-3 and FPM-3, P.C. 10-20 Moto, Inc., 

RECOMMENDING DENIAL , as indicated, with respect to the proposed development of a 

convenience store with gas pumps, as described, located on the southeast quadrant of Interstate 55 

and Koch Road. 

 Action:   Moved by Councilman Trakas and there being no objection, Vice Chairwoman 

Walton Gray ordered the item be received and filed. 

Item No. 4 ï 6th District  

Report of the St. Louis County Planning Commission, RE:  Communication dated  

August 28, 2020 and September 1, 2020 from Jason Burch, representing Burchbuilt Strength and 

Conditioning, and Dan Capps, representing the property owner requesting amendments to C-8 

Ordinance 14,263 (as amended), P.C. 225-88 Capitol-Dierbergs Properties Four (Telegraph 

Plaza Shopping Center), RECOMMENDING APPROVAL OF THE REQUEST , as 

indicated, to permit a personal training gym at the development located on the east side of 

Telegraph Road at Gebhardt Drive. 
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Zoning Matters ï Continued 

Item No. 4 ï 6th District ï Continued 

 Action:   Moved by Councilman Trakas and there being no objection, Vice Chairwoman 

Walton Gray ordered the item be received, filed and the County Counselor be directed to prepare 

the appropriate legislation. 

ROAD AND BRIDGE MATTERS  

Item No. 1 ï All Districts  

Communication from the Acting Director of the Department of Transportation and Public 

Works, RE:  Monthly Transportation Capital Construction Program Report, stating the monthly 

total of payments to contractors processed in August, 2020 was $1,180,482.76 and the year-to-

date total is $11,184,914.28, as indicated. 

 Action:   There being no objection, Vice Chairwoman Walton Gray ordered the item be 

received and filed. 

OTHER COMMUNICATIONS  

Item No. 1 

Communication with attachment dated September 15, 2020 from Jennifer J. Keating, 

Acting Director of Procurement, and Tod A. Martin, Director of Administration, requesting 

authorization, as provided in Section 107.145 SLCRO, to dispose of personal property which has 

become obsolete and unusable, or would require various degrees of repair if they were to be placed 

in service; requesting approval of the County Council to dispose of capital assets listed in the  
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Other Communications ï Continued 

Item No. 1 ï Continued 

attachment, after which the Division of Procurement will dispose of the equipment upon terms 

advantageous to the County. 

 Action:   There being no objection, Vice Chairwoman Walton Gray ordered the item be 

received, filed and the County Counselor be directed to prepare the appropriate legislation. 

Item No. 2 

Communication with attachment dated September 15, 2020 from Jennifer Keating, Acting 

Director of Procurement, and Tod A. Martin, Director of Administration, requesting authorization 

as provided in Section 107.145 SLCRO, to dispose of personal property, and requesting approval 

of the County Council to condemn the attached list of weapons, stating the weapons will then be 

sold to the retiring officer(s) at a price of $695.51 each with this value based on the replacement 

monetary amount. 

 Action:   There being no objection, Vice Chairwoman Walton Gray ordered the item be 

received, filed and the County Counselor be directed to prepare the appropriate legislation. 

Item No. 3 

Communication dated September 16, 2020 from Jeannette Zinkgraf, Records Manager, 

and Tod A. Martin, Director of Administration, requesting authorization in accordance with 

Sections 101.010 through 101.030 SLCRO, to destroy records relating to the Department of 

Administration, Fiscal Management Division identified as 2017 Capital Asset Expense  
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Other Communications ï Continued 

Item No. 3 ï Continued 

Reports and 2016 P106 Surplus Forms, stating said records are no longer needed for conducting 

current transactions of business and do not possess sufficient legal, administrative, or fiscal value 

to warrant their further retention, and further requesting authorization to destroy records relating 

to the Department of Police, Central Police Records Division identified as 2015 County Police 

Arrest Reports #12 and 14, stating said records have been electronically scanned and processed 

in accordance with 101.025 SLCRO and the records are no longer needed. 

 Action:   There being no objection, Vice Chairwoman Walton Gray ordered the item be 

received, filed and the County Counselor be directed to prepare the appropriate legislation. 

Item No. 4 ï 5th District  

Communication with attachment dated September 16, 2020 from the Honorable Lisa 

Clancy, Council Chairwoman and Councilwoman for the 5th District, directed to St. Louis County 

Council members and staff, stating pursuant to SLCRO 102.100.3, a Special Committee for 

Council Staffing is hereby established, as indicated, and further stating the charge of this Special 

Committee includes evaluation of non-Charter position Council staffing needs and proposal of 

recommendations to address staffing needs, as described, and further stating Councilwoman Rita 

Heard Days will serve as Chair of this Special Committee, which will include Councilwoman Gray 

and Councilman Harder as members. 

 Action:   There being no objection, Vice Chairwoman Walton Gray ordered the item be 

received and filed.  
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Other Communications ï Continued 

Item No. 5 ï 6th District  

Communication dated September 16, 2020 from the Honorable Ernie Trakas, Councilman 

for the 6th District, directed to Beth Orwick, Esq. County Counselor, requesting preparation of 

legislation for introduction at the September 22, 2020 Council Meeting to limit the scope and/or 

duration of emergency orders issued by the County Executive and/or the Director of the Public 

Health Department, as indicated, stating the requested legislation should be consistent with the 

stated objectives articulated in the sub bills to Bill Nos. 175 and 176 while also addressing and 

correcting all legal issues and infirmities identified in the September 15, 2020 legal memorandum 

issued by the County Counselorôs office, as described. 

 Action:   Moved by Councilman Trakas and there being no objection, Vice Chairwoman 

Walton Gray ordered the item be received, filed and the County Counselor be directed to prepare 

the appropriate legislation. 

Item No. 6 

Report submitted by Colonel Mary T. Barton, Chief of Police, St. Louis County Police 

Department, with respect to a listing of monies totaling $92,067.72, as described on the attachment, 

accepted by the Board of Police Commissioners under Section 309 of the Comprehensive Crime 

Control Act for the Fourth Quarter of 2019, stating this information is forwarded pursuant to 

Ordinance No. 12,937. 

 Action:   There being no objection, Vice Chairwoman Walton Gray ordered the item be 

received and filed.  
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Other Communications ï Continued 

Item No. 7 ï 3rd District  

Report from the Acting Director of the St. Louis County Department of Planning,  

Re:  Request for approval of an Amended Density Development Procedure for Arbors at Summit 

residential subdivision, a proposed development to be located on the north side of Summit Road, 

at Arlington Glen Drive; Developer:  McBride Berra Land Company, LLC. 

 Action:   Moved by Councilman Fitch and there being no objection, Vice Chairwoman 

Walton Gray ordered the item be received, filed and the County Counselor be directed to prepare 

the appropriate legislation. 

Item No. 8 ï 7th District  

Communication with attachments directed to the St. Louis County Clerk from Robert E. 

Jones, Principal, Curtis, Heinz, Garrett & OôKeefe, P.C., 130 S. Bemiston, Ste. 200, St. Louis,  

MO 63105, forwarding a certified copy of Ordinance No. 3,225 adopted by the Board of Alderman 

of the City of Pacific, Franklin & St. Louis Counties, Missouri adopting a simple annexation, as 

indicated, and requesting the new ordinance be submitted to the Assessor, Board of Election 

Commissioners and any other St. Louis County Department that requires a certified copy in order 

to process the annexation and change the GIS maps. 

 Action:   Moved by Councilman Harder and there being no objection, Vice Chairwoman 

Walton Gray ordered the item be received, filed and referred to the County Counselor, the 

Department of Planning, the Department of Revenue, the Assessorôs office, and the Board of 

Election Commissioners.  
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Other Communications ï Continued 

Item No. 9 ï 3rd District  

Communication with attachments from The Honorable Sam Page, County Executive, 

recommending the necessary legislative action, as requested by the Director of the Department of 

Parks and Recreation, to authorize the execution of a temporary construction easement to Phillips 

66 Pipeline LLC (Phillips 66) for a 0.19 acre tract of land in George Winter Park, and further 

requesting authorization to accept and appropriate $6,591.12 in compensation from Phillips 66, as 

indicated, stating the temporary construction easement will provide Phillips 66 construction 

parking, material staging, and equipment storage for the purpose of allowing Phillips 66 to replace 

a section of existing pipeline within the existing pipeline easement, as described. 

 Action:   Moved by Councilman Fitch and there being no objection, Vice Chairwoman 

Walton Gray ordered the item be received, filed and the County Counselor be directed to prepare 

the appropriate legislation. 

Item No. 10 

Communication with attachment from The Honorable Sam Page, County Executive, 

recommending the necessary legislative action, as requested by the Chief of Police, to accept and 

appropriate $256,367.44 in 2021 State Cyber Crime Grant funds from the Missouri Department of 

Public Safety to support the salary and benefits of one detective in the St. Louis County Police 

Department, one detective in the Maryland Heights Police Department, and one detective in the 

Special Investigations Unit of the Jefferson County Police Department, stating the term of the grant  
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Other Communications ï Continued 

Item No. 10 ï Continued 

runs from June 1, 2020 through May 31, 2021, as indicated, and further stating the grant funds 

will support the salaries and benefits of the above-mentioned detectives who are involved in the 

investigation of crimes that exploit children, as described. 

 Action:   There being no objection, Vice Chairwoman Walton Gray ordered the item be 

received, filed and the County Counselor be directed to prepare the appropriate legislation. 

Item No. 11 ï 4th District  

Communication dated September 18, 2020 from the Honorable Rochelle Walton Gray, 

Council Vice-Chairwoman and Councilwoman for the 4th District, directed to Gen Frank, 

Associate County Counselor, requesting preparation of a Resolution requiring any officer-

involved deaths to be investigated by a law enforcement agency that does not employ a law 

enforcement officer involved in the death being investigated, as indicated. 

 Action:   There being no objection, Vice Chairwoman Walton Gray ordered the item be 

received, filed and the County Counselor be directed to prepare the appropriate legislation. 

Item No. 12 ï 7th District  

Communication dated September 18, 2020 from the Honorable Mark Harder, Councilman 

for the 7th District, directed to Mark Tucker, St. Louis County Auditor, stating the most recent 

report from the Audit Department is dated January 2020 and requesting a report be provided to the 

full County Council detailing the year-to-date work product of the Department of the County 

Auditor, as indicated.  
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Other Communications ï Continued 

Item No. 12 ï 7th District ï Continued 

 Action:   Moved by Councilman Harder and there being no objection, Vice Chairwoman 

Walton Gray ordered the item be received, filed and referred to the County Auditor. 

 

 

 At this time, Councilwoman Walton Gray made the following statement:  ñIôd like to move 

back to Item No. 2, and go ahead and receive, file and the County Counselor be directed to prepare 

the appropriate legislation.ò 

 

 

 

 

ADD ONS 

OTHER COMMUNICATIONS  

Item No. 1 ï 6th District  

Communication dated September 21, 2020 from the Honorable Ernie Trakas, Councilman 

for the 6th District, directed to The Honorable Sam Page, County Executive, stating legislation 

will be introduced addressing the legal infirmities within the substitute bills to Bill Nos. 175 and 

176, as indicated, and encouraging the County Executive to end the need for this legislation by 

reopening St. Louis County, allowing people of faith to gather in their places of worship, and 

letting County youth compete in sports they love. 

 Action:   Moved by Councilman Trakas and there being no objection, Vice Chairwoman 

Walton Gray ordered the item be received, filed and referred to the County Executive. 
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Add Ons ï Other Communications ï Continued 

Item No. 1 ï 6th District ï Continued 

Prior to making the motion, Councilman Trakas made the following statement:  ñYes, this 

is a letter I sent to the County Executive on Monday informing him that I was filing (inaudible) 

and the Director of the Department of Public Healthôs authority and emergency orders in response 

to the coronavirus pandemic.  In this letter, I also urged the County Executive to hear the voices 

of County residents and act in advance of the adoption of this legislation and drop the orders 

restricting business operations, public gatherings and participation in youth sports.  This morning, 

County Executive Page took steps in that direction, but there is still more work to be done and this 

legislation must go forward.  The overwhelming voice of residents in District 6 and all over  

St. Louis County is to permit businesses to fully open, allow people to gather in houses of worship 

and permit the unfettered participation in youth sports.  As Iôve always done as a member of this 

body, I will seek to listen to the constituents I have in District 6 and the rest of the County residents 

and push for results based in effective legislation.ò 

 

 At this time, County Counselor Frank stated:  ñMadam Chair.  The last motion that you 

made, could you please clarify that you were referring back to Zoning Matter No. 2.  Your motion 

said that you wanted to return to Item No. 2.  Could you please clarify that that was Zoning Matter 

No. 2.ò 

 

 Councilwoman Walton Gray:  ñZoning Matter, I would like to refer back to Zoning Matter 

No. 2, please.  Should I repeat?  Receive, file and the County Counselor be directed to prepare the 

appropriate legislation.  And that will be the order.ò 

 

 County Counselor Frank:  ñThank you, Madam Chair.ò 

 

Item No. 2 

Communication with attachment dated September 11, 2020 from Colonel Mary T. Barton, 

Chief of Police, requesting approval as provided in Section 8.050 and Ordinance #27,318 and with 

the concurrence of the Budget Director, for the transfer of $100,000 from Other Personal Services 

object to the Phones and Utilities objects within the Fund 1010 Police Department General Fund 

Budget, as indicated, stating these funds will be used to pay anticipated expenditures.  
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Add Ons ï Other Communications ï Continued 

Item No. 2 ï Continued 

 Action:   Moved by Councilwoman Walton Gray, seconded by Councilman Trakas and 

carried that the item be received, filed and the appropriation transfer be approved as requested. 

Item No. 3 ï 3rd and 7th Districts 

Communication with attachments dated September 21, 2020 from the Honorable Tim 

Fitch, Councilman for the 3rd District, directed to Ms. Genevieve Frank, Associate County 

Counselor, requesting preparation of two bills for introduction at the September 22, 2020 Council 

Meeting providing for Council oversight of the County Executiveôs state of emergency orders and 

public health orders issued by the Director or Acting Director of the Department of Public Health, 

as indicated, and further requesting Councilman Mark Harder be added as a co-sponsor. 

 Action:   Moved by Councilman Fitch and there being no objection, Vice Chairwoman 

Walton Gray ordered the item be received, filed and the County Counselor be directed to prepare 

the appropriate legislation. 
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REPORT OF THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE  

 

Honorable Sam Page, County Executive, returned to the Acting Administrative Director, 

endorsed with his approval, the following bills, said bills being duly adopted by the County 

Council on September 15, 2020 and approved by the County Executive on September 16, 2020: 

BILL NO. 196, 2020 became Ordinance No. 27,862, 2020 

BILL NO. 197, 2020 became Ordinance No. 27,863, 2020 

BILL NO. 199, 2020 became Ordinance No. 27,864, 2020 

BILL NO. 200, 2020 became Ordinance No. 27,865, 2020 

BILL NO. 201, 2020 became Ordinance No. 27,866, 2020 

BILL NO. 203, 2020 became Ordinance No. 27,867, 2020 

BILL NO. 204, 2020 became Ordinance No. 27,868, 2020 

 

 

 At this time, County Executive Page made the following statement:  ñThank you, Rochelle, 

and good evening everyone.  This pandemic has made us all anxious.  The uncertainty of how 

deeply this novel coronavirus will impact our community has us all a little bit on edge.  Concerns 

of contracting the virus or losing a loved one to the virus, the anxiety of holding onto or finding a 

job, rebuilding a business that customers will feel safe supporting, these are all constants in our 

life.  And those who work in mental and behavioral health see challenges exacerbated by a world 

that looks very different than it did six months ago.  Isolation, fear, loneliness, they can all send 

us to spaces that we cannot get out of without help.  More than two in five Americans report 

struggling with mental or behavioral health issues associated with this pandemic based on findings 

from the CDC.  Upticks in anxiety, depression, increased substance abuse and suicidal thoughts  
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Report of the County Executive ï Continued 

have been reported as this virus continues to spread without a cure.  Many stresses associated 

with COVID-19 disproportionately affect several populations including frontline workers, 

caregivers for adults and those receiving treatment for preexisting psychiatric conditions.  In our 

Hispanic and Black residents also report elevated mental and behavioral health conditions seeing 

their loved ones hit harder by the virus than other races and ethnicities.  When we received  

$173.5 million CARES Act grant from the federal government, I said the funds would be used to 

help those who need it the most.  Part of that response was asking residents in some of our most 

distressed ZIP codes to tell us how they would like us to spend $7 million of those funds.  In 

addition to access to healthcare and PPE, they said they wanted access to mental and behavioral 

health services.  Monday, I announced in my media briefing that 16 organizations have been 

selected to receive approximately $1.8 million to expand access to mental and behavioral health 

services.  That includes counseling, psychiatric care, substance abuse disorder treatment and 

recovery services with an emphasis on increasing telehealth and mobile service.  Staying 

connected is essential during these challenging times and Iôm pleased the funds are available to 

help these nonprofits with the critical work they are doing in our communities.  Thatôs all for now.  

Thank you, Rochelle.ò 
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REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES  

 

 

Public Improvements Committee 

 

1. Report of the Public Improvements Committee meeting held on Monday,  

September 14, 2020 at 1:00 p.m. RE:  Response to Council Order dated 

November 26, 2019, exercising their review and referring this item back to the 

Planning Commission, P.C. 24-19, Adworth Senior Living RE, LLC, 

Reiterating its Approval, as indicated, with regard to a pending request for a 

C.U.P. in R-7 on the northeast side of Adworth Drive, approximately 800 feet 

northwest of Berview Lane. 

 

Action:  Moved by Councilwoman Days, seconded by Councilman Fitch, that the report 

dated September 14, 2020 be received, filed, adopted as submitted, and the petition be approved 

as amended to provide for a 50 feet setback from right-of-way of Adworth Drive, a 100 feet setback 

from the north property line, a 45 feet setback from the east property line, and parking setback of 

25 feet from the north property line.  Upon voice vote, Vice Chairwoman Walton Gray requested 

a roll call.  Upon roll call, the vote was as follows: 

YEAS:  DAYS, DUNAWAY , WALTON GRAY 

NAYS: FITCH, TRAKAS, HARDER 

ABSENT: CLANCY 

 

Vice Chairwoman Gray declared the motion failed. 

Prior to the voice vote, Councilman Trakas stated:  ñMadam Chair, discussion please?ò 

 

 Vice Chairwoman Walton Gray:  ñYes, go ahead.ò 

 

Councilman Trakas:  ñThank you.  For the record, that hearing was held with the clear 

understanding, I have communications to confirm it, that constituents from District 6 directly 

impacted by this project would be allowed to appear before and testify before the Committee as it 

was meeting, and to introduce exhibits as appropriate.  None of that took place.  And the 

assurances in advance of the meeting that that would be allowed did not, in fact, happen or  
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Report of Special Committees ï Continued 
 

Public Improvements Committee ï Continued 
 

(inaudible).  Now the simple fact of the matter is that the, even with the improvements, significant 

water runoff will go from this project directly onto adjoining properties of single-family 

homeowners adjacent to the project causing flooding.  The presentations that were denied 

wouldôve established the need for either retaining walls or berms to redirect that water so that 

those properties are not flooded.  Based on that, Iôd ask that the motion be withdrawn, that the 

Committee reconvene to hear these constituents before taking any action on this proposal.  Short 

of that, I urge my colleagues to vote no on this motion.  Thank you, Madam Chair.ò 

 

 Councilwoman Days:  ñMadam Chair?ò 

 

 Vice Chairwoman Walton Gray:  ñAny other discussion?ò 

 

Councilwoman Days:  ñYes.  Madam Chair, this hearing started back in November.  This 

hearing was postponed for several months to give the proposals of the opportunity to get the 

information from the Missouri Metropolitan Sewer District to address the needs of those residents.  

Those residents were allowed to present in November, which they did do.  They were allowed to 

present which Iôm not sure that is a protocol, but I thought that was information that this 

Committee should have had.  So the opportunity for the community and the members and the 

neighbors there to present did happen in November and so there was no indication from either the 

Council person that he didnôt support this, otherwise we would have probably looked a little 

differently at that.  So it is my recommendation that we either vote this up or down and move on 

because this has been on the agenda, the PIC agenda since November of last year.  Thank you.ò 

 

Councilman Trakas:  ñMadam Chair, in rebuttal, as the Councilwoman knows, I had a 

conflict and was not able to attend that meeting, but thereôs significant communication from my 

office to hers, and documentation assuring that these residents would be allowed to testify.  More 

importantly, whatever they presented in November had nothing to do with the improvements and 

changes that MSD did require and the intended changes in the landscape that this proposal has 

changed is going to cause, and the residents were responding to those changes.  So whatever took 

place in November is completely irrelevant to the condition on the ground as submitted now in the 

revised or amended proposal.  So again, I ask that the motion be withdrawn, the matter be 

rescheduled so that these people can testify.  Short of that, I urge my colleagues to vote no on this 

matter.  Thank you.ò 

  



Journal of the County Council           Page 18                                       September 23, 2020 

Report of Special Committees ï Continued 
 

Public Improvements Committee ï Continued 
 

Upon casting his vote during the Roll Call, Councilman Fitch made the following 

statement:  ñIôm going to vote ónoô because I defer to the district Council person for their, theyôre 

the ones that are elected in that area and theyôre the ones that have to stand for reelection, so I 

will support a ónoô in this matter.ò 

 

Committee of the Whole 

 

2. Report of the Committee of the Whole meeting held on Tuesday,  

September 15, 2020 at 12:00 p.m. to consider the following appointments:   

Ms. Courtney Whiteside, Position as Director of the St. Louis County 

Municipal Court and County Municipal Court Administrator, and Mr. Charles 

ñChuckò Henderson, Position as Director of the Department of Information 

Technology. 

 

Action:  Moved by Councilwoman Walton Gray, seconded by Councilman Harder and 

carried that the report dated September 15, 2020 be received, filed and adopted as submitted. 

 

3. Report of the Committee of the Whole meeting held on Thursday,  

September 17, 2020 at 4:00 p.m. for the County Council and public to hear 

from the Department of Transportation and Public Works and the 

Administration Department regarding Bill #198, legislation which is currently 

before the Council on the Perfection Order of Business. 

 

Action:   There being no objection, Vice Chairwoman Walton Gray ordered the report dated 

September 17, 2020 be held on the Order of Business. 

 

Justice, Health and Welfare Committee 

 

4. Report of the Justice, Health and Welfare Committee meeting held on Tuesday, 

September 15, 2020 at 4:00 p.m. to discuss the Justice Services Department, 

and to discuss various concerns received from Justice Services employees and 

Correctional Officers. 
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Report of Special Committees ï Continued 
 

Justice, Health and Welfare Committee ï Continued 
 

Action:   There being no objection, Vice Chairwoman Walton Gray ordered the report dated 

September 15, 2020 be held on the Order of Business. 

 

Special Committee for Oversight of COVID-19 Funding and Expenditures ï Update  

 

 No update for the Special Committee for Oversight of COVID-19 Funding and 

Expenditures was provided. 

 

 

 

 

At this time, Vice Chairwoman Walton Gray recognized Councilwoman Days to allow for 

a point of personal privilege. 

 

Councilwoman Days made the following statement:  ñI did want to make note, Madam 

Chair, that we have lost a couple of pillars of the community and I did want to pause for a moment 

of silence for both of them.  The first was William Danforth who died on the 16th, better known as 

the ófather of Washington Universityô who put really Washington University on the map and made 

it one of the premier institutions of higher learning in the country.  He also collaborated with a 

friend of mine, Frankie Muse Freeman, on educational issues here in St. Louis.  The second person 

was, of course, Ruth Bader Ginsberg who was the first Jewish woman and second woman to serve 

on the Supreme Court.  And she was an absolute strong voice for separation of church and state 

and womenôs rights and gender equality, and I thought it was only appropriate that we pause for 

a couple of moments of silence for these two pillars of the community.ò 

 

Councilman Trakas:  ñMadam Chair, I second and concur with Councilwoman Days on 

the request to pause for a moment of silence for those two individuals.ò 

 

Vice Chairwoman Walton Gray:  ñVery well.  We will pause for a moment of silence.ò 

 

Following the moment of silence, Councilwoman Days stated:  ñThank you, Madam 

Chair.ò 
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PUBLIC FORUM  

 

 Following the Clerkôs statement regarding the number of comments, Vice Chairwoman 

Walton Gray made the following statement:  ñDue to the late hour that we started today and the 

number of comments that we have, I have two requests.  First of all, I move that we suspend the 

rules for the purpose of moving the Public Forum portion of tonightôs Agenda to follow Item  

No. 13.  Do I have a second in order to do that?ò 

 

 Councilwoman Days:  ñQuestion, Madam Chair.ò 

 

 Vice Chairwoman Walton Gray:  ñYes.ò 

 

 Councilwoman Days:  ñThat will be following what?ò 

 

 Vice Chairwoman Walton Gray:  ñNew Business.  And my purpose for that, we will know 

by then what time it is and we can defer to discuss how long we should hold our comments today.ò 

 

 Councilwoman Days:  ñOkay.  I will second that motion, Madam Chair.ò 

 

 Councilman Trakas:  ñMadam Chair, discussion?ò 

 

 Vice Chairwoman Walton Gray:  ñYes.ò 

 

 Councilman Trakas:  ñThank you.  Iôve come a 180 degrees on this question and I know 

we have a great deal of comments.  I think by moving them to the end of the Agenda, itôs 

fundamentally unfair because there are comments no doubt that pertain to legislation that will be 

acted on as we move through the Agenda.  And so those comments effectively will not have any 

impact because we may well have acted on a good number of concerns without having heard from 

the residents of the County.  Secondly, I think that the best way to approach this is to proceed, hear 

as many comments as we can tonight.  Whatever we donôt get through, we recess this meeting, 

reconvene tomorrow and pick up where we left off with public comments and continue to do so 

however many times a recess is necessary until we complete hearing all public comments and then 

proceed with the remainder of the Agenda.  I say this because I think weôve heard and seen in the 

last (inaudible) the number of people are engaged (inaudible) hear what they have to say prior to 

acting on any legislation.  And so for those reasons, Madam Chair, I move that we proceed with 

Public Forum until such time that we have to recess and then reconvene tomorrow and pick up 

where we left off before we proceed with any further aspects of the Agenda.  Thank you, Madam 

Chair.ò 

 

 Vice Chairwoman Walton Gray:  ñAre you saying that we would not finish the rest of the 

Agenda today?ò  
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 Councilman Trakas:  ñI donôt know how long the Chair or the members wish to hear public 

comments tonight.  But however long we do hear them, I would say whenever that point comes, we 

should recess at that point to reconvene tomorrow and pick up at that point and continue with 

public comments and continue doing so until weôve heard all the public comments before we 

proceed with Introduction of Bills and the rest of the Agenda.ò 

 

 County Counselor Frank:  ñMadam Chair, had you previously made a motion?ò 

 

 Vice Chairwoman Walton Gray:  ñYes, I did.ò 

 

 County Counselor Frank:  ñBefore Councilman Trakasô motion?ò 

 

 Vice Chairwoman Walton Gray:  ñHe doesnôt have a motion.  He just was making a 

statement.ò 

 

 Councilman Trakas:  ñNo, I think I did make a motion.  I did make a motion that we 

proceed with the Agenda as (inaudible) and that we hear comments for as long as possible and 

then recess and reconvene to pick up the comments where we left off.ò 

 

 Councilwoman Days:  ñMadam Chair?ò 

 

 Vice Chairwoman Walton Gray: ñWell the motion is already on the floor.  So I withdraw 

the motion to move comments to the end because there may be some things that address our 

Perfection and Final Passage calendar.  However, I do move to invoke Rule 19 to suspend Rule 5 

for tonightôs meeting for the purpose of reasonably timing the reading of Public Forum comments.  

Is there a second?ò 

 

 Councilwoman Dunaway:  ñSecond.ò 

 

 Vice Chairwoman Walton Gray:  ñAll in favor?  All opposed?ò 

 

 Vice Chairwoman Walton Gray:  ñMotion carries.  I now move that we limit Public Forum 

to one hour today.  Is there a second?ò 

 

 Councilwoman Dunaway:  ñSecond.ò 
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 Councilman Harder:  ñMadam Chair?ò 

 

 Vice Chairwoman Walton Gray:  ñAlso I want to add that, well we have to discuss the 

recess part later.  Yes, Councilman Harder.ò 

 

 Councilman Harder:  ñTo finish your motion, youôve got an hour on the table.  Go ahead 

and finish your motion.ò 

 

 Vice Chairwoman Walton Gray:  ñI move that the comments be limited to one hour today 

due to the lateness that we started.  Itôs already 8:15 p.m.  Two hours would take us to 10:15 p.m. 

and then we would still have to finish our Agenda.  So I move that we limit it to one hour today.  It 

was moved and seconded.  All in favor?ò 

 

Upon the voice vote, Vice Chairwoman Walton Gray requested a roll call.  Upon roll call, the vote 

was as follows: 

 

YEAS:  DAYS, DUNAWAY, WALTON GRAY 

NAYS: FITCH, TRAKAS, HARDER 

ABSENT: CLANCY 

 

Vice Chairwoman declared the motion failed. 

 

 Vice Chairwoman Walton Gray:  ñAny other motions?ò 

 

 Councilman Harder:  ñYes.  Madam Chair?ò 

 

 Vice Chairwoman Walton Gray:  ñYes.ò 

 

 Councilman Harder:  ñMadam Chair, I make a motion that we have citizen comments for 

the next two hours like we did last week.ò 

 

 Councilman Fitch:  ñI second.ò 

 

 Councilman Trakas:  ñDiscussion, Madam Chair?ò 

 

 Vice Chairwoman Walton Gray:  ñYes.ò 
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 Councilman Trakas:  ñThank you.  (inaudible) that after two hours that we recess at that 

time from the rest of the meeting and reconvene tomorrow to pick up where we left off with public 

comments until we finish them and before we proceed with the rest of the Agenda.ò 

 

 Vice Chairwoman Walton Gray:  ñWe have to follow up with the motion for two hours at 

this time, and the second.  All in favor of two hours?ò 

 

Upon the voice vote, Councilman Trakas abstained.  Vice Chairwoman Walton Gray declared the 

motion carried. 

 

 Vice Chairwoman Walton Gray:  ñPublic comments will be read for two hours today.  Any 

further discussion on Councilman Trakasô, or would you like to make your motion now?ò 

 

 Councilman Trakas:  ñI think, yeah, I might as well make it now, Madam Chair.  I move 

that at the conclusion of public comments two hours from now, that we recess and reconvene 

tomorrow, or whenever the earliest opportunity is, and we pick up at that point with the remainder 

of public comments until weôve heard all the comments before we proceed with the remainder of 

the Agenda.ò 

 

 Vice Chairwoman Walton Gray:  ñI would like to interject is the reason  we had the meeting 

tonight is because we would not have a quorum if we met tomorrow.  We tried to meet on tomorrow, 

Thursday, and we could not get enough people so I donôt think that would work.ò 

 

 Councilman Trakas:  ñWell we could meet, then reconvene on Friday if necessary, and 

Saturday and Sunday if necessary.  My point is I think we need to hear the comments before we 

proceed with the rest of the Agenda.ò 

 

 Vice Chairwoman Walton Gray:  ñI understand what youôre saying.ò 

 

 Councilman Trakas:  ñThank you.ò 

 

 Vice Chairwoman Walton Gray:  ñAnd Friday doesnôt work as well because, again, thatôs 

why we met tonight.  We tried to meet Thursday and Friday instead of coming back tonight.  But 

the motion is on the floor.  Thereôs no second?ò 

 

 Councilwoman Days:  ñI think there was a second.  I thought, Iôm sorry.  Where are we, 

Madam Chair?  We have a motion from, I believe, Councilman Harder, for a two-houré.ò 
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 Councilman Harder:  ñWe voted on that.ò 

 

 Vice Chairwoman Walton Gray:  ñYes, that passed.ò 

 

 Councilwoman Days:  ñOh. Okay.ò 

 

 Vice Chairwoman Walton Gray:  ñBut there was no second for Councilman Trakasô 

motion.ò 

 

 Councilwoman Days:  ñOkay, and so is there another motion?ò 

 

 Vice Chairwoman Walton Gray:  ñCorrect, from Councilman Trakas there is a motion, but 

there is no second so the motion failed.ò 

 

 Councilwoman Days:  ñAll right.  Thank you.  I apologize.ò 

 

 Councilwoman Dunaway:  ñMadam Chair?ò 

 

 Vice Chairwoman Walton Gray:  ñYes.ò 

 

 Councilwoman Dunaway:  ñMadam Chair, may I make motion to ensure that all public 

comments are included in the public record, even the ones that donôt get read into the record 

tonight?ò 

 

 Councilman Harder:  ñI second that.ò 

 

 Councilwoman Days:  ñI second that motion.ò 

 

Upon the voice vote, Vice Chairwoman Walton Gray declared the motion carried. 

 

Vice Chairwoman Walton Gray asked for the public comments that were submitted to be 

read by the Acting Administrative Director or her designee.  The following persons addressed the 

County Council and stated the following: 
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Jennifer Spencer:  ñCouncil members, It seems that in regard to her brother, Jon Clancy, 

being Sam Pageôs campaign manager, Lisa Clancy is in violation of St. Louis County code of 

ordinances 203.030 which states in part - It shall be unlawful for any officer or employee to engage 

in any private activity which involves the improper use of information gained through his public 

position, or to use the prerogative of his official position for his personal benefit or on behalf of 

any member of his immediate family. 203.050 - It shall be unlawful for any officer or employee 

to act in any such circumstance: c) when any county officer or employee shall have the discretion 

to act in any manner which may directly benefit any person or business entity with whom such 

officer or employee, or member of his immediate family, is associated with in a professional way. 

203.100 Penalties -Any person or corporation who knowingly violates any provision of sections 

203.050 of this chapter, shall upon conviction be punished by fine of not more than $1000 or by 

imprisonment in the county jail for not more than one year, or by both such fine and imprisonment. 

It seems clear that Lisa Clancy should not only be unable to chair this County council, but she 

should resign, as she has knowingly and willfully violated this ordinance. For those members who 

are NOT acting in conflict of interest, please vote to pass the revised bills presented by councilman 

Fitch and Councilman Harder today. The county residents have honestly had enough of the 

dictatorship of Sam Page and the political games and are losing patience. We will remember your 

behavior at the polls. And could someone please take Lisa Clancyôs mouse away while the public 

comments are read? We could all see her on the video of the last council meeting, muting the audio 

periodically during the reading of our public statements, when she didnôt like what we were saying 

about her and her brother, and the conflict of interest. We could see her move the cursor onto the 

audio bar and mute sections of our comments. We could also do without the eye rolling, smirking, 

and partisan grandstanding by Dunaway and Clancy. Are you council members or middle school 

mean girls?ò 
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Amanda Heberer:  ñI am writing to ask that the council pass REVISED bills 175 and 176, 

which limit Sam Page and the health departmentôs  ñemergencyò mandates, and requires  

2/3 majority vote by the council. This has gone on long enough. There has been zero transparency 

on Sam Pages behalf. His unlawful power trip is disgraceful at this point. The FACT is that we do 

not have enough data to support these mandates. The children could be (in my opinion ARE) 

suffering MORE by having these in place. We are not taking into account mental health, suicide, 

domestic violence, child abuse, hunger, homelessness, etc. These kids need to be in school and in 

activities that keep them active, outside and around adults that CARE! Please help the children of 

St. Louis County. Be their voice! If this was about science and health... then why do I have a 

Doctor sending me this: ñAll that sweat, jostling, and high levels of exhalation particles. Totally 

fine. I mean science is no match for him.  https://www.kuow.org/stories/six-feet-away-might-

be-too-close-especially-if -you-re-on-the-move Yet across country is perfectly fine? This is 

political. And itôs putting childrenôs lives at risk for all of the OTHER reasons I listed above, NOT 

because of Covid.ò 

Deb Michaels:  ñSam Page, I am a mother of a 9th grader and 7th grader in the Rockwood 

school district. We wear masks everywhere. We are doing our part. The negative impact from no 

in-person school and no sports is huge in my family. The kids are stressed, depressed, and, although 

they have been traditionally straight A students, their grades are suffering. All of this, when data, 

experts, and study after study, show us kids are at very low risk for getting covid, very low risk 

for getting very sick if they get it, and, have a very low risk of transmitting it to someone outside 

their home. Let families decide what's best for their kids. Let them learn. Let them play. Let them 

live. Thank you.ò 

Nada Vansaghi, 728 Forder Crossing Court, St. Louis, MO, 63129:  ñTo whom it may 

concern:  Please allow the youth in St Louis county to play sports again ASAP. Our two boys play  
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hockey at a very high level and they wear masks when off the ice and we the parents wear masks 

as well. These kids live for their sports and itôs their passion. It keeps them busy and focused away 

from all the negative things teenagers would normally do if they were bored. It also allows them 

to have dreams that they can focus on to play college sports. The youth is also more mentally and 

physically healthy when sports are present in their lives. Please allow them to play their passion.ò 

Vanessa Metz, 1687 Smizer Station Road, Fenton, MO, 63026:  ñThank you for your time 

and consideration today. Honestly, I had never paid attention to local politics. I naively trusted 

those in office. That changed when our constitutional liberties were unjustly stripped with no end 

in sight. As public officials, your constituents expect and deserve transparency from you. The 

definition of transparency is the state of being free from pretense or deceit and characterized by 

accessibility of information. It implies openness, communication, and accountability. With that in 

mind, please answer the following:   Can you provide the COVID data by age? The CDC breaks 

down school age to ages 5-17. With 18-29 year olds as the comparison group, ages 5-17 are 9X 

less likely to be hospitalized and 16X less likely to die. College age kids are purposely being 

included in the youth data to support the deceptive narrative.   What are the specific benchmarks 

to get children back in school and sports? Positivity dropped. What is new data point that will be 

publicized without the full picture?   How many local pediatricians, parents, and students have 

you met with to understand the benefits of school and sports? 92 top St. Louis Pediatricians signed 

a letter to support children returning to school and sports.   Why can't a constituent watch their 

freshman play golf outside while socially distancing? Walmart, Home Depot, bars, and casinos are 

open. These decisions follow no logic.   Why is Lisa Clancy allowed to vote when her brother is 

Sam Page's campaign manager? This is a conflict of interest.   Why can Sam Page's son run cross 

country in our county and other nearby counties? All children should be able to play.   Can you 

please define "close contact"? The Health Department has required those that never practiced  
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together, never touched, or never came within 6 feet for more than 15 minutes to quarantine. Sports 

related quarantine numbers are being inflated to suit the numbers narrative.   Why does one man 

have sole control over mandates and CARES funds? Checks and balances and acting for the people 

are a critical part of government.  There is no transparency and justification. Please pass bills 175 

and 176 for the children, for the citizens, and to uphold the Constitution of the United States of 

America.ò 

Karen Smith, 1139 Hawken Place, Webster Groves, MO, 63119:  ñTo whom it may 

concern, What Sam Page and the County Council have done with power and lockdowns is 

unconstitutional as proven in Pennsylvania and Wisconsin. Itôs time to make things right. Right 

now.  You have been made aware of the concerns, the questions, and the demands for the reasons 

behind the decisions. We have no acceptable answers. Spend the federal funds that have been given 

to help our county recover, to actually help us recover. Remove restrictions and get out of the way 

of suppressing citizens, the ones who elected you.ò 

 Mike and Tori Bray:  ñThis has gone on too long. Every family has their reasons why the 

kids need to be back in school and why they should be allowed to play sports. We played baseball 

all summer long with 15 year olds. We had to play across the river and traveled to several different 

states. Not one person on the team contracted Covid-19. As parents, we should be the ones 

deciding what is best for our children. My son needs to be back in school. All of the kids need 

to have things to look forward to and virtual learning 5 days a week is unacceptable at this point. 

How will our kids compare academically with all of the private schools that are going "in person" 

when it is time for SAT and ACT testing in one or two years? What is the plan to deal with the 

psychiatric implications that ongoing virtual learning is creating? Stop trying to control things that 

are not yours to control. Let the kids play sports in St. Louis County and get them back in school 

5 days a week.ò 
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Scott Vail:  ñMy name is Scott Vail and I appreciate the consideration of the council. I am 

writing to compel the council to reconsider the decision to have restrictions on youth sports. I 

appreciate the concern for the wellbeing of our children, but it feels as though we are not 

considering that any more. It seems as though this council is more concerned with politicizing this 

decision than making the decision that bests supports the well being of our youth. Some council 

members are even referencing national politics when speaking of this subject, which is not only 

puzzling but irresponsible. The facts are clear that playing sports is not the main vehicle for 

transmission of the virus. Instead, they provide a very controlled environment for our children to 

spend their time in. The controls are in place, and they work. In fact, of the very few instances 

your own data sited ï several of them were related to traveling to sporting events. It is ironic that 

an example of traveling to a sporting event was used as an argument to not allow sports locally. 

The people were literally traveling because they were not allowed to participate in the county. 

Your decision facilitated that travel. Last week, we heard from the Health Department. They cited 

the risks of myocarditis. This is certainly something to be concerned about, but the Health 

Department is very late in their decision to bring this up. Earlier in the week, the Big Ten decided 

to return to fall sports, in large part due to studies and commentary from several well regarded 

medical sources that clearly stated myocarditis should not be considered a risk from COVID. 

Doctors from places like the Mayo clinic, Harvard, and Ohio State published these opinions. Since 

then, several college conferences are returning to play and the state of Minnesota reversed course 

and is allowing fall sports almost immediately. We also know that COVID is spread easily in 

uncontrolled social environments. We need look no further than recent outbreaks on college 

campuses. By not allowing high school sports, you are encouraging increased social activity, 

which is uncontrolled. So, by not allowing sports ï you are encouraging the spread of this disease. 

While there is risk in everything we do, it is clear that the benefits of athletics far outweigh the 

risks from COVID. Stop politicizing our childrenôs lives. Let. Them. Play.ò  
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Robin Geiser, 3080 Woodbridge Estates Drive, St. Louis, MO, 63129:  ñGood Morning! I 

am writing on behalf of my children to express my sentiment on getting our children back to 

playing sports. I have tried to understand the health concerns regarding the pandemic, however the 

facts are not in support of such a drastic measure. Sports not only allows an outlet for my children, 

it provides discipline and helps in promoting self- esteem, physical health and increases mental 

acquity. We know what the risks are, and the benefits far outweigh the risks!! In the beginning of 

June, I sent an email to Sam Page expressing my views and explained to him how safe our ice 

hockey community has been in limiting the spread by adhering to strict guidelines. His staff had 

sent an email back stating the reasoning for not having competition was due to limiting exposure 

to aid in getting children back to school. Our kids have now safely returned to school in the private 

sector and schools have been reporting limited cases. Why is sports still shut down? Please explain 

how we are able to scrimmage with 30 kids on the ice against club teams within our club, but 

cannot scrimmage with a club within our county? Other municipalities have games right now, 

which just makes the county clubs travel to other municipalities to play games, therefore increases 

the likelihood of those municipalities having increased potential for cases. Same Page has 

overstepped his authority time and time again. His constituents are speaking out and he has no 

interest in listening! Please consider my request! Thank you for your time!ò 

Kathy Cave, Conner Cave - 15 years old, Caroline Cave - 12 years old, Charlie Cave -  

7 years old, 11734 Larkridge Lane, St. Louis, MO, 63126:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council Chair Clancy 

And St. Louis County Council, Please listen to the people you are supposed to be representing. 

We want school back. We want sports back. We want life back. The data shows that 0-19 are not 

dying. Let us make the decisions for our children. Open school back up! Let them play! Thank 

you.ò 
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Marie Norton, 16211 Maple Crossing Court, Wildwood, MO, 63011:  ñHi, My name is 

Marie Norton and I am a taxpayer residing in St. Louis county. I would like to voice my opinion 

on a few topics:  1.) The power and control that is being thrown around is absolutely sickening. 

Anytime you see this kind of abuse, there is a money trail. I would suggest that all taxpayers 

listening to this meeting look into public records of where your money is being spent. Noting also, 

who is holding money over certain school district's head to try and keep them in control and 

regulate them knowing he can't lawfully. $173 million dollars was not dispersed to relieve the 

county in efforts to combat against COVID-19. The same Covid-19 that is supposedly so severe 

in our community that we all need to wear masks, social distance, close schools, stop youth sports, 

reduce capacity of business to the point of bankruptcy. Listen to that one more time! $173 million 

dollars was NOT dispersed to combat our PANDEMIC in over 2 months of receiving the money. 

Why you ask????? CONTROL. That is the only reason. Sam Page is only trying to control the 

community and wants compliance. He is not trying to keep everyone safe, if he was, then he would 

use that nice federal money in proactive ways like helping the schools order plexi-glass and 

supplies to keep our kids safe. Instead he is holding onto it for his own political gain. 2.) The 

political ring we have in this county is also sickening. I am not a political person and honestly I 

just registered to vote last month for the sole purpose of getting King Page out of St. Louis county, 

however, the more and more I pay attention to the politics in St. Louis county the more I believe 

the IRS whistle blower hotline is really important. The county should not have paid $60,000 to 

settle a sexual harassment lawsuit for minion Trakas. I would be very curious to see the money 

that is coming into the campaign for Page and also very curious to see how much extra money the 

County Health Department and Schmidt's personal bank account has received? The truth will 

prevail and the IRS usually figures it out one way or another. Good luck minions. To Mark Harder 

and Tim Fitch, thank you for standing up for what is right and for actually caring about people  

  



Journal of the County Council           Page 32                                       September 23, 2020 

Public Forum ï Continued  

 

instead of politics. This whole process has made me really appreciate individuals that are leaders 

and not crooks. To Ms. Clancy, you ma'am need to be voted out and the IRS might be interested 

in looking at your brother's gift tax returns or lack there of in the last year or two. Good day 

crooks!ò 

Kimberly Stevens, 17419 Hilltop Ridge Drive, Eureka, MO, 63025:  ñSince mid-March, 

Interim County Executive Sam Page has been allowed to unilaterally make decisions that effect 

every single resident of St Louis County. We have watched as he has forced our businesses, 

churches, schools, and youth sports to close all in the name of ñflattening the curveò. Interim Page 

makes decisions based strictly on his own personal beliefs and interpretation of skewed data. He 

refuses to listen to his own task force and will not provide data to back up any of his decisions. 

Interim Page continues to claim that there are ñmany cases tied to youth sportsò despite being 

unable to provide contact tracing data. He makes ridiculous claims such as carpooling being one 

of the driving factors behind rising numbers in sports. The mental health damage Interim Pageôs 

mandates are inflicting on our youth will be beyond repair. Our youth need sports and in person 

school. It is not Interim Pageôs job to parent our children. Not to make difficult decisions to keep 

them safe as he repeatedly likes to claim in his staged press conferences. It is absolutely imperative 

that our interim county executive no longer be allowed to make unfounded and indefinite executive 

orders with zero facts or statistical data to back them up. Government only functions properly 

when there is a system of checks and balances. Something Interim County Executive Page clearly 

knows nothing about. One UNELECTED county official should not be allowed complete and total 

control. Our government officials are intended to look out for the best interests of all county 

residents. It has become obvious to all that Interim Page is only interested in doing what serves his 

personal political agenda. Our children are not to be used as pawns in his political games. It is past 

time for us to return this village idiot to his village.ò 
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 Frank Axelrod, 643 Pearl Avenue, Kirkwood, MO, 63122:  ñItôs time to get back in the 

class room. The school provideS a safe and contact traceable environment for the children. More 

structured activities will replace the unstructured attempts at socialization that these kids need and 

deserve. Please relax the current restrictions to resemble the rest of our state and the majority of 

our country. Thank You.ò 

 Elaine Divis, 1146 Greystone Manor Parkway, Chesterfield, MO, 63005:  ñIt's official!  

St Louis county high school superintendents, with their announcement to play sports outside of 

the county, and the general public have ZERO confidence in Sam Page. He refuses to meet with 

school administrators or the medical task force or even show up for council meetings. His lack of 

transparency with the public only leads people to lose trust and conclude that he is deceiving the 

public. Principals and superintendents are sending a message that Page is not respected, is abusing 

his power and his arguments to keep schools and sports shut down have no merit! Page continues 

to include 19 year olds in his reporting of high-schooler positive tests and basing his restrictions 

and decisions on an age group that is NOT playing high school sports. New data released by the 

county shows 15-19 year old positivity rate plummeted over the last two weeks. Ninety-two  

St Louis based pediatricians, the county task force and even the democratic media have publicly 

spoken out against his restrictions and have stated that ZERO cases have come from high school 

sporting events. Even Pages own communication has stated they cannot be sure if transmission 

has occurred from social or athletic activity. Why is Pageôs son allowed to compete in cross 

country and run for miles in a pack of heavy breathers both in and outside of county but football 

players who only come in contact for a few seconds at a time are forbidden to have games? Why 

can high school football games be played safely in EVERY Missouri county but not St Louis 

County? Why are county bars and restaurants and casinos crowded and football fields empty? Why 

is he forcing business to shut down or relocate out of the county? The public is tired of Sam Page's  
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hypocrisy. Pageôs quest for power is a detriment to any political party! No one voted him into 

office and it's clear that he is abusing his power and wants only to control and not to lead. Isnôt 

hiring democratic councilwoman Lisa Clancyôs brother as a campaign manager a conflict of 

interest? Its time to end Sam Pageôs abuse of power and vote in favor of bills 175 and 176 to keep 

Page and any future county execs power in check.ò 

 Katie Gibbs:  ñDear Council Members, I am writing to ask the council to pass the revised 

bills 175 and 176, which limit Sam Page and the health departmentôs ñemergencyò mandates, and 

requires 2/3 majority vote by the council. We have to start looking at the facts and true data that is 

out there. The data that Dr. Page is giving us is fitting is agenda, and not facts. We are HURTING 

our children, not protecting them. Our children sit at home day after day after day. They are not 

getting the proper education they deserve or that our tax dollars are paying for. In addition you 

have taken away most of their true passion, sports. I have two high school children, a freshman 

and a sophomore. We see a decline in their attitudes and their personalities. They have nothing to 

do, no outlet. Idle time is not what our youth needs. They need to active and involved. I would also 

hope today that some of council members could conduct themselves in a much more professional 

manner than last week. Thank you for your time.ò 

Jill Guilfoy, 11700 Devonshire Avenue, Des Peres, MO, 63131:  ñDear Dr. Page and The 

St. Louis County Council,Let me tell you about kids with anxiety and depression. 19.2% of deaths 

in teens is due to suicide... so take away things like social events, school, sports and exercise to 

help increase depression, isolation and anxiety...Covid is not killing kids, with the right precautions 

we can prevent spread. My sons' school has already lost one child to suicide this year. Add seasonal 

depression + covid induced depresssion and those who already have depression and we will get 

too many letters from the principal that start, "I am sorry to inform you that.......grief counselors 

will be on hand". Other schools are successfully returning full time. Other schools are successfully  
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playing sports. What is the exit plan? A vaccine? Look at that timeline and the past success rates. 

This virus is going nowhere. Masks work right? You mandated that everyone wear one, so why 

aren't we wearing them to go to school? Why are 95 Washington University physicians 

recommending returning to in person learning? You thought it was a good idea to build an empty 

morgue. Maybe you should have kept it to put the kids you are are killing with these senseless, not 

data driven mandates. Additionally, how is it right that one person has control over $174 million 

dollars. I am in full support of bills 175 and 176.ò 

Ben Nelson:  ñMy name is Ben Nelson and I am in 8th grade at Selvidge Middle School. I 

am on two soccer teams, and luckily get to play games. My friends that go to Vianney, Lindbergh, 

SLUH, and DeSmet arenôt as lucky as me and they donôt get to play games, they only get to 

practice. I understand that Covid is dangerous, and it could be deadly. I donôt understand why 

some of the rules make sense and others donôt. I know that my parents and my friendôs parents and 

my coaches are very careful with everything that we do now. We have to wear masks, take 

temperatures, stay at home, avoid places like Six Flags even though itôs so much fun. Going to 

school everyday only on a computer isnôt that bad for me, but my two little brothers are not doing 

well. My mom canôt work from home, and my dad is super busy at work- so I try to help them 

when they have problems. It isnôt easy, and sometimes we get into fights, but I know that I am 

lucky that I still get to play on my two soccer teams to get exercise and have fun. I know that my 

brothers are also lucky. I donôt think itôs fair that my friends in high school are punished because 

of their age or where they live. I understand that you are just trying to keep people safe and healthy. 

It feels like my family and my soccer team does way better keeping track of everyoneôs health than 

when I hear about people going to Six Flags, Flying Spider, or SkyZone. My coach knows all of 

us, and the teams we play have coaches that know all of their players, too. If someone got sick, I 

think it would be easy for the coaches to tell each other and tell the teams. I think high school  
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coaches would do the same. I know that these new rules shouldnôt matter to me that much because 

I still get to play. But I am worried that if Covid is still around, it will keep me from playing next 

year.ò 

Kelley Nelson, 557 Lemonwood Drive, Ballwin, MO, 63021:  ñGood Day, County 

Council- I hope you're doing fine. I thought you may appreciate another note that rhymes. The 

world can be a germy place, we found out this is true. Unfortunately, Covid will be around for at 

least a year or two. It's time to move on with our lives, even cautiously so, It's time to make our 

own choices based on the information we know. Since playgrounds are now open, and you seem 

to be rejoicing... It feels like you are ignoring the questions that many of us are voicing. It may 

sound like we are beating the horse, but things just don't make sense. Sports are OPTIONAL 

activities that can be avoided if someone's on the fence. Sports teams have a coach in charge, they 

want the kids to play. They have already quarantined teams, they take things day by day. There 

are thousands of athletes competing- in the city, county, and beyond. We understand that the virus 

CAN cross the rivers and the ponds. But out of all these athletes, we are hearing of 5 cases. That 

can be linked to sports teams, but likely other places. It's time for the government to step aside & 

LET THE KIDS PLAY. The risks will be here quite a while, but the benefits will outweigh. Kids 

have been stuck behind a computer screen for entirely too long. It's time for them to get out and 

play, to keep them home is wrong. You have the chance, once again, to make your voices heard. 

Please stop letting this political game make your vision blurred." 

 Carrie McFerron, 10460 Bimini Drive, St. Louis, MO, 63123:  ñOur County high school 

soccer team's Stats:  67 players, 8 weeks of training,3 cases of Covid, ZERO cases linked to soccer 

ZERO transmissions to teammates or coaches. Where are your stats Dr. Page? #letthemplayò 

 Stephen Webb, 10278 Eddingham Terrace, St. Louis, MO, 63128: ñDear Dr. Page, Council 

Chair Clancy and St. Louis County Council, I would first like to thank you for taking the time to  
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read my letter and the letters of other caring and concerned parents. We all appreciate our voices 

being heard and respect that you have tough choices to make in leading our community through 

this pandemic. We always have faith that you will make the right decisions, and learn from any 

missteps that occur along the way. In that regard, I ask you today to remove the restrictions in 

place on youth sports. I do so, not because I donôt understand the severity of the virus, nor that I 

just want to haphazardly let everyone to get out of their house and go back to life as normal. That 

would be unwise and unsafe, and those supporting this cause are not ignorant. What is safe and 

smart is allowing kids to play sports and be in school, with appropriate measures like mask wearing 

in place. It can and is being done in other communities around the country, with no major issues 

or illnesses. So I respectfully ask that you once again consider removing the restrictions on youth 

sports, focus the attention to other aspects of our society that are the true drivers in spreading the 

disease. I again thank you for your leadership as an elected official, and pray that our community 

can heal and recover very soon.ò 

Doug Stockenberg, 2139 Bonroyal Drive, Des Peres, MO, 63131:  ñI am a St. Louis County 

resident and taxpayer, as well as a parent of two students in the Parkway School District. 

Specifically, I am writing to express my complete disagreement, first, with County Executive 

Pageôs attempts to prevent St. Louis County schools from conducting in-person instruction by 

improperly withholding CARES funding, and second, my complete disagreement with Pageôs 

ridiculous ñexecutive orderò that purports to cancel or otherwise severely restrict most fall sports 

(but conveniently not restrict the sport in which his own son participates). In short, these actions 

are a GROSS abuse of power and are NOT in the best interests of students or their parents, who 

are all suffering emotionally, intellectually, socially, physically, and in many other ways as a result 

of Pageôs UNCONSTITUTIONAL school and sports lockdowns. The decisions to resume in-

person schooling and to have safe sports competitions should be left to the individual school  
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districts and informed parents, and Pageôs actions constitute unnecessary government overreach at 

its absolute worst, especially in light of the widespread opposition voiced by St. Louis County 

residents recently. Page is also ignoring the many pediatricians and other medical doctors 

(including those on his own ñtask forceò) who overwhelmingly support kids resuming in-person 

school instruction and safe sports competition. If some parents are concerned about the virus, they 

are free to keep their own kids out of school and sports, but the government MUST STOP 

penalizing those students and families who deserve to make those informed choices for 

themselves. For these reasons, I STRONGLY urge the St. Louis County Council to adopt Bill Nos. 

175 and 176 (and/or any other similar measures that come before the Council) as a vitally necessary 

check and balance on the unfettered power that Page believes he has over the residents of St. Louis 

County, NONE of whom elected him to this position! In closing, please do not forget that the 

primary duty of government officials is to represent the will of the PEOPLE, not ignore it, as King 

Page is clearly doing. The voters of St. Louis County are watching EACH of you intently, and 

your actions (or lack thereof) will have substantial consequences at the ballot box on November 3, 

2020 or whenever your terms on the County Council expire.ò 

 Sherri Schultz, 2205 White Elm Court, Chesterfield, MO, 63017:  ñSt. Louis County 

Council - Please pass bills 175 and 176, for the well- being of St. Louis youth. The fact that our 

kids can not participate in high school sports is cruel and can cause way more damage than any 

risk of Covid. This is a disgrace to St. Louis County. All ages are allowed to go to malls, eat out, 

now playgrounds however our youth can not play organized sports in a controlled environment? 

And our neighboring counties can? How do you explain this to our youth who have worked for 

years to be the best they can be and now opportunities are being taken away from them without 

anyone who can provide data to support these actions. Having Sam Page repeatedly say this is the 

best thing for our youth is unfair; who is he to decide what is best for my child? Let them play. 

Time is slipping away from fall sports.ò  
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 Nancy Riordan, 1072 Greystone Manor Parkway, Chesterfield, MO 63005:  ñReal leaders 

put the greater good over personal or individual good. This whole pandemic is causing everyone 

to take an all or nothing position. Shut it all down. Open it all up. You are Scared. You are Selfish. 

It is never this simple. ñSomehow, herd immunity has become a toxic phrase, which is strange, 

since it is a scientifically proven phenomenon just like gravity. Except for the occasional skier, 

people do not argue for or against gravity. Whatever strategy we use for COVID-19, we will 

eventually reach herd immunity, either with a vaccine, through natural infections, or a combination 

of the two. Early in the US epidemicéthe urgency of ñflattening the [epidemiologic] curveò was 

emphasized. It was indeed crucial to take steps to ensure that hospitals and health care resources 

not be overwhelmed. But I have been struck by how this emphasis on keeping the numbers down 

at all costs has not evolved with time. There is a kind of simplistic goal of keeping people from 

getting infected, period. Now this may seem like a worthy goal, but with a highly contagious 

respiratory virus to which most of the worldôs population is probably still not immune, people are 

going to get infected. The virus will spread, quickly or less so, until herd immunity is reached. 

Instead of a medically oriented approach that focuses on the individual patient and seeks 

(unrealistically) to prevent new infections across the board, we need a public healthïoriented 

approach that focuses on the population and seeks to use patterns, or epidemiologic features, of 

immunity builds up.ò These are the words of Katherine Yih, a Harvard Medical School biologist, 

epidemiologist, immunization and vaccine specialist. No matter how you dice the data, the 

hospitalization and death numbers for certain age groups in St. Louis County do not justify the 

actions of the County Executive and health department. Please use the money from the CARES 

ACT to protect the vulnerable, fragile, and older population and allow the rest of us to live our 

lives as necessary, for the greater good. Get the kids/teens back in school/activities ï structure 

them and it will reduce the spread ï as demonstrated in the last 2 weeks. Pass bills 175 and 176 to 

restore the balance of power given in good faith to Sam Page.ò  

https://twitter.com/BBCNewsnight/status/1306367279995801603
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 Mya Eichelberger and the LHSS Lancerettes:  ñDear Dr. Page, My name is Mya 

Eichelberger, and I am a Senior at Lutheran High School South. I am the captain of our schoolôs 

dance team, the Lancerettes. My team would like to thank you for working so hard on trying to 

make the best decision for the safety of our community. Although, I do not believe that cancelling 

our season is the most effective way to do so. This season is crucial to the seniors wanting to play 

sports in college. We all have big plans for the future and how are we supposed to take that first 

step without a season. Many people are counting on these games to show off their abilities to scouts 

and recruitment teams. Not having a football season also means that me and my team do not get 

the opportunity to perform routines that we have been working so hard on for the past couple of 

months. We have been practicing almost everyday since July trying to prepare for our upcoming 

season. To think that we all will not get to showcase all of our hard work is extremely disappointing 

and upsetting. When we heard the news about the sports seasons being postponed we were all very 

sad and frustrated. Not only is this hard because of the scouts and the hard work, it is hard for our 

seniors. If we donôt get this season, we also donôt get to wear our South jersey one last time, or get 

to perform on the big football field one last time, or get hyped for game day one last time. We are 

already getting so many things taken away from us and getting the ability to play our sport with 

the people we love is one of the only things that almost felt normal. On behalf of the Lutheran 

South Lancerettes, we strongly believe that removing these games will do nothing but upset and 

anger many people and will not improve the overall safety of the community. We understand your 

intentions and appreciate your effort but please try to reconsider your decision and let us have a 

season.ò 

Valari Clough, 1013 Hawkins Bend Drive, Fenton, MO, 63026:  ñDear Sam Page, Council 

Chair Clancy And St. Louis County Council,As the parent of a 3 high school student athletes and 

1 student in the special school district and a county resident I have had a vested interest in how we  
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respond to Covid. All 4 of my children are negatively impacted and it is doing great harm to them. 

My child in special school district is falling further behind everyday. How is he ever going to be 

able to catch up if he canôt go back to school in person with the teachers who can help him?? This 

is so hard for him in many ways. His self confidence is so low right now. He needs help! My high 

schoolers also need to get back to school and sports. Sam Page only cares about himself and his 

family. His child is competing in sports that does have high contact at the start. He is a disgrace 

and should resign. His power is going unchecked, and the increased arrogance and smugness when 

questioned about decisions are infuriating!! This council failed us by giving one UNELECTED 

person the power to implement restrictions that impact our livelihoods, our mental, emotional, and 

physical well-being. It is time to put those checks and balances back into place. Vote yes on 175 

and 176. Lisa Clancyôs is also a disgrace. She has a vested interest in keeping Sam Page in charge 

as her husband is the manager of his campaign. She is putting money first and hurting the people 

of St. Louis county. Resign Lisa!! someone on this council needs to step up for our kids and the 

citizens of St. Louis County. Vote yes for 175 and 176.ò 

Lindsay Burns, 914 Castle Pines Drive, Ballwin, MO, 63021:  ñI'm writing today in support 

of Bills 175 and 176 limiting Sam Page's ability to make unilateral decisions for the entire  

St. Louis County without checks and balances by the County Council. Sam Page should not be 

entitled to make indefinite emergency mandates without a vote. It's a dangerous practice that may 

have been warranted during the initial Covid crisis, but it's certainly not best practice 6 months 

later. We need to restore the checks and balances upon which our government was founded. Please 

support Bills 175 and 176. Additionally, please lift the mandates prohibiting moderate and high 

impact high school sports competitions within St. Louis County. Sam Page's mandate is only 

forcing school districts to seek athletic opportunities outside of St. Louis County. The Department 

of Health has publicly stated that they don't support kids traveling between counties to play because  
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it increases the risks of transmission, yet Sam Page's son competed in a cross country race IN  

ST. CHARLES with 18 teams (hundreds of runners). The hypocrisy is absolutely ridiculous. Sam 

Page subscribes to the leadership model of "do as I say, not as I do". If you really want to keep 

kids from playing outside of the County, the best course of action would be to allow them to play 

in the county in which they live. Thankfully, my children have an advocate who is willing to look 

at actual data and make decisions based on real science (plummeting positivity rates in the 15-19 

age group....which misleadingly includes college age young adults). Thanks to Mark Miles of the 

Rockwood School District for standing up to the current dictator and doing what's best for our 

kids. Now it's your turn.ò 

 Katie Geary, 431 S Harrison Avenue, Kirkwood, MO, 63122:  ñPlease read this letter in 

full. It does not matter if it is duplicated by others. If we were there in person, each of us would 

have three minutes to communicate this information and it would not matter if it was repetitive. 

Give each citizen their right to be heard. This request is for you to end the county wide mandate 

to wear masks, to lift capacity limits, end social distancing orders, end virtual education, restore 

youth sports, and vote YES on bills 175 and 176 today. We as rational, logical, adult citizens can 

decide for ourselves appropriate actions to take to keep ourselves and our community healthy. This 

virus has caused the death of 0.07% of people in our county. While each person lost is a tragedy, 

this number simply does not justify the type of mandates in place. We do not need mandates 

restricting our freedoms when our hospitals are not overrun and we have ñflattenedò the curve as 

you originally asked. Lift all mandates today and allow St. Louis county to heal from the hardships 

the mandates have caused. Thank you.ò 

 Erin Boyle:  ñSam Page the numbers don't add up to warrant you closing down youth sports. 

You let casinos and bars open. Playgrounds are now open but still no youth sports. You made sure 

that your senior is playing the sport he loves. You have made him a target for people to bash him  
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(which isn't right), he has no say in your ignorance. You made this personal when you decided 

your son could run cross country but you aren't letting me decide if my child can play youth sports. 

It's downright dictatorial. I love how you said everyone must sacrifice but not your kid huh? It's 

not your right to decide what is best for my child, it's mine. I would sign a waiver today to decide 

whether he goes to school and plays sports but you aren't giving me that choice. Neighboring 

counties have been in school for 4 weeks with no issues. Figure out what they are doing and do it. 

Our kids are suffering.ò 

Michelle DiSalvo 3604 Bostons Farm Drive, Bridgeton, MO, 63044:  ñThere is no more 

being respectful to some members of this council because you don't respect your constituents. 

Ernie Trakas you are a disgrace to this county. We paid your 60K sexual harassment lawsuit which 

is disgusting. No wonder Sam Page has you jumping when he says jump. Lisa Clancy you are so 

far in Sam Pages pockets it's disgusting and you should resign immediately because your brother 

in law is running Pages campaign. Kelli Dunaway you are a waste of space. I sent you an email 

and you never responded. I will tell everyone I know about how awful you are when it's your time 

to be voted back in. I can't believe you listened to all those heartfelt emails for 2 hours and then 

just disregarded them. Thank you to the council people who did vote for bill 175 and 176. This 

weeks sub bills 175 and 176 must be passed to limit the power of Sam Page. You have a lot of 

people that have been learning more about the county council, it doesn't look good for some of 

you. I was a lifelong democrat and can't even believe I am saying that. To be politically affiliated 

with Sam Page, Kelli Dunaway or Lisa Clancy in anyway is embarrassing. You will not get my 

vote Mr. Page or Kelli Dunaway EVER.ò 

 Nicole Weston:  ñGood Morning, This letter is a mother's plea... I am begging you with 

every fiber of my being to allow fall high school sports to start in the county. I have a daughter 

who suffers with mental health concerns. Her varsity sports team has been a constant and a source  
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of community for her. This team is her family. To make matters worse her sister is a freshman and 

this is the ONE AND ONLY year they will be able to play together. This has been such a trying 

year and I pray she gets to finish her high school athletic career doing what she loves. I pray you 

understand the necessity to get our students back in the classrooms and back in the game. You are 

losing more students to mental health issues than to covid. I hope you see the impact your decision 

is having on an entire generation. I IMPLORE you to allow fall sports to play. They can wear 

masks when they play. They can maintain proper distance on the bench. I want nothing more than 

to watch my daughters play the sport they LOVE while being safe and respectful of the needs of 

the community.ò 

Elizabeth Schweppe, 902 Arlington Oaks Terrace, Town and Country, MO, 63017:   

ñDr. Page and County Council Members, I need to ask what is your end game? Is it power? Is it 

money? I have not figured it out yet. There is zero reason for you to keep our children hostage and 

suppress the youth of this community from obtaining a proper education and play in sports. We 

have children who will not get out of bed, they are depressed. We have children with nothing to 

do so they are getting into trouble. Children are falling behind in school due to lack of resources 

and accessibility to teachers and coaches. This virus is not going away, even with a vaccine. 

Therefore, WE need to learn to live with it. That includes a quick path to return to all school and 

sports. You keep moving the goal post without telling us what the goal is. Do not underestimate 

our intelligence. We see through your games and this community will not stand for it any longer. 

You refuse to meet with us, nor communicate with us. You do not stand by us or for us. I request 

you vote for Councilman Fitch and Harderôs bills today. The community is ready, our children are 

ready. We are the parents, we will always do what is best for them and protect them. 

#LETTHEMLEARN, #LETTHEMPLAYò 
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 Todd N. Matoushek, Chief Operating Officer of a family owned STL County Business & 

father of 4 in the Rockwood School District:  ñDear County Council, I am happy to see recent pics 

of senior nights on social media at games for parents and players starting to be posted from other 

counties. I am very sad to see senior night with fall sports is not happening in stl county for 

families. Think about that. Parents and kids losing that right/games/memory/choice. I personally 

have invested hundreds of hours coaching children in soccer from young up and now they have 

the chance to showcase their skills as juniors and seniors and show pride for their schools and 

community however, that has been cut off by one appointed individual. I restate appointed and not 

elected. Our government should be made up of those that reflect the desires of their constituents 

and from what I see Dr. Page has defiantly done the opposite and now in addition to no faith in 

him the community is losing faith in the county council who should have oversight. You the 

council have the power to correct this. Dr. Page has beat around the bush with so called data that 

doesn't support his position and refuses to meet with stl county in a town hall type forum/meeting. 

Please approve bills 175 & 176 and do what's right for your constituents. Let these kids play. Let 

these kids showcase their talents for scholarships. Let these families have these memories they 

deserve. Let families decide. And let me be very clear, I take the pandemic seriously and so should 

each family and if they disagree, then their family can choose to not participate. We are a 

democracy. Let's start acting like one.ò 

 Bridget Schmidt:  ñDear St. Louis County Council, Stats are that 96-98% recover 

worldwide as well as the US. I understood the shut down in March/April. We did not go anywhere 

at that time because too much was unknown. We even ordered groceries online. I washed all my 

fruit, including bananas in warm soapy water and wiped everything down. Now more stats are in. 

Hospitals should have had enough time to prepare. Itôs time to start living! Per the CDC Heart 

Disease is still the number one killer about 655,000 Americans die from heart disease each year.  
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That's 1 in every 4 deaths. One person dies every 36 seconds in the United states from 

cardiovascular disease. Though not contagious it is still higher than COVID and many of the 

contributing factors such as cigarettes, foods containing hydrogenated oil, etc are still sold. My 

son is a Senior and itôs his last year attending Oakville high school as well as playing sports. I am 

pro attending school and pro playing sports! I am completely heartbroken for my son losing out 

precious moments of his senior year of high school. I choose to live my life based on the 96-98% 

recovery rate. What makes America Great is we have the gift of ñFreedom of Speechò. Please let 

the high school children play as well as go back to in school learning!ò 

Mary Werner, 945 N. Harrison Avenue, Kirkwood, MO, 63122:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council 

Chair Clancy And St. Louis County Council, My 4 children go to 3 different schools and 

participate in 9+ different sports. These activities have actually helped control their stress and 

physical health along with the structure of school, jobs, and activities. We have worked with 

schools, doctors, and coaches for years to ensure they are where they need to be. The lack of human 

interaction, structure, and activities has taken a terrifying toll on all children including ours. This 

along with the fact that COVID 19 cases and related health problems has dropped so significantly, 

requires us all to get back to normalcy!!! You are CAUSING our county to suffer! The OVERALL 

deteriorating health in children, increase in depression, increase in weight gain, massive increase 

in being online for school and more, and the terrifying increase in suicides cannot be excluded 

from the equation. My kids along with so many others, NEED to be back in school and back in 

sports ï all full time. Our children have been able to participate in some partial-to-full in-person 

school this fall with zero spread of the virus. This absolutely amazing! Also, they have been in 

practices and camps with zero spread of the virus. These schools and sports organizations have 

followed guidelines and kept our kids safe. There is no indication that sports or schools are 

spreading the virus, but quite the opposite, they are keeping our kids busy and safe! Schools and  

  



Journal of the County Council           Page 47                                       September 23, 2020 

Public Forum ï Continued  

 

activities are checking for symptoms, wearing masks (when not activity playing), and socially 

distancing when possible. There has been little-to-no record of the virus spreading in these 

situations. So, your orders are likely CAUSING the spread of the virus due to so many resulting 

unstructured activities! These orders are harming our children! These orders are also CAUSING a 

decline in mental and physical condition for all children in the county! This is scary and must not 

continue! Please let all children in all sports play games and tournaments immediately, as well as, 

full -time in-person school. There is ZERO reason to continue to hold kids or anyone else back 

from school, sports, and life in general. Individuals and parents should make their own choices. 

Please, get out of our lives and stay away from our constitutional freedoms!!! STOP HURTING 

ST. LOUIS COUNTY!ò 

Rebecca D. DeMargel, 708 Rolfe Drive, Warson Woods, MO, 63122:  ñDear Dr. Page, 

Council Chair Clancy And St. Louis County Council, I am writing today to respectfully ask you 

to reconsider your position on allowing our public school children to return to in- person classes 

and resume sports competition. This should be implemented immediately. Every day that our 

children remain isolated in their homes is a day of missed opportunities that can never be 

recovered. The latest COVID data does not support keeping the children from the classroom or 

sports fields. We have proven over the last several months that these events can safely proceed 

using proper masking, social distancing and sanitizing procedures. My high- achieving, motivated 

and generally positive kids (7th and 10th grade in the Webster Groves School District) have 

experienced frustration, anxiety and isolation every day of this virtual learning experiment, and it 

is becoming more pronounced every day. I believe whole- heartedly that this frustration, anxiety 

and isolation is potentially much more damaging to their well- being than is their risk of contracting 

and becoming seriously ill with COVID-19 at school or on the playing field. We must stop living 

in fear of COVID-19 and consider instead the short term and long term mental health of our 

children. Thank you.ò  
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 Aimee Eickmann, 2142 White Lane Drive, Chesterfield, MO, 63017:  ñDear Dr. Page and 

Council, Dr. Garza himself has stated, ñWe donôt have enough people signing up to be tested, 

so that gives us a high positivity rate.ò This reported rate is not only meaningless without 

context; it can be downright deceptive. Nevertheless, the ñpositivity rateò among teenagers is 

way down over the last two weeks and hospitalizations are also low. You have refused to give a 

metric for when sports could be opened up but you have used both of these measures to justify the 

ban. Give us the benchmark so we can understand your decisions. Your decisions are both punitive 

and arbitrary without a benchmark. You have stated that 600 children have been quarantined. How 

many actually contracted Covid 19, because THAT is what really matters, NOT the number 

quarantined. How many were hospitalized? How many died? What was the age breakdown? Why 

only give information that is meaningless and yet frightening to those who donôt understand it? 

Obviously, we needed to pass Harder & Fitch Bills 175 and 176. You could have done it last week. 

You FAILED. Those who voted in favor of oversight have my vote of confidence. The rest of you 

DO NOT. Special note to Ernie Trakas:  Chief Fitch actually DID write the bills, with Gen Frank. 

Honesty is the best policy, especially on Twitter, just FYI. Word gets around. Thank you.ò 

Shelley Powell, 690 North Forest Avenue, Webster Groves, MO, 63119:  ñI'm writing 

again to voice my support for bills 175 and 176. In these unprecedented times collaborative 

oversight is needed to ensure the most appropriate decisions are being made. And the county can 

be better prepared in the future should something like this pandemic occur again. The county needs 

to also move forward with allowing schools to play their fall sports in the county. As you know, 

Rockwood has put a plan in place to give their kids the opportunity to pay outside the county. The 

precautions they're taking could very well be implemented within the county. I commend the 

council for addressing mental health needs. Has it occurred to the council that getting to the root 

causes of the mental health needs of our children - the depression, anxiety, isolation and sedentary  
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lifestyles our kids are being forced to live with - need to be addressed? Bring them back to school 

and sports, with the proper precautions. That will go a long way in supporting their mental health. 

The council should also promote transparency with the data they're using to make decisions. Don't 

put out vague statements about a "very alarming positivity rate". As you've heard from interviews 

with parents and comments to this council, the community is educating themselves with the data 

and what it's actually saying. Examine the appropriate data, with balanced metrics, and use it to 

make reasonable decisions about moving our community forward. It's not realistic to expect the 

virus to go away. The original intent was to flatten the curve and avoid overloading our hospitals 

and healthcare systems. That has happened. Also, stop including 19 year olds in the data. Nineteen 

year olds are not in high school. Our kids are at risk for falling behind academically, emotionally 

and developmentally. Businesses are closing, and people are going outside the county to shop, eat, 

and play sports. Quit letting politics and conflicts between council members create division and 

inequities in our community. The county is better than that.ò 

Megan Henage, 339 Lauren Landing, Ballwin, MO, 63021:  ñDear Councilmen and 

Councilwomen, As a St. Louis County resident and taxpayer, I fully support bills 175 and 176 to 

limit the powers of the St. Louis County Executive. What occurred at last Tuesday's council 

meeting was appalling. After reading 2 hours of letters from County residents voicing their 

disapproval of Sam Page's executive powers, came a legal opinion (7 minutes before the meeting) 

questioning the validity of 175 and 176. It was obvious that politics won over the voice of St. Louis 

county residents. I hope today you can do what's right and implement appropriate checks and 

balances to the St. Louis County Executive's authority. Thank you for your time and 

consideration.ò 

Tom Paule, 724 Rose Haven Court, Ballwin, MO, 63021:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council Chair 

Clancy And St. Louis County Council, As the father of a 14  and 18 year old students, a county  
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resident and own a small business owner in Manchester I have had a vested interest in how we 

respond to Covid. In the beginning I was very understanding of the draconian measures taken. We 

knew very little about this virus. As we have learned more about who it impacts and how, my 

patience has dwindled. Imagine this scenario that plays out in homes across the world every day. 

Sam Page goes unchecked, and the increased arrogance and smugness when questioned about 

decisions has become nauseating. Sam Page posters that are displayed outside the government 

center show him with the saying Honesty, Accountability and Transparency.ò 

 Christopher Growe, 12200 Wheatleigh Grove Road, St. Louis, MO, 63131:  ñI am pleading 

with the Council to exercise autonomy, provide a check and balance to Sam Pageôs tyranny, and 

please get our kids back to school and back to sports. No doubt this Council can assess the widely 

available data that stands in direct contradiction to Spring Schmidtôs commentary recently. Just 

like the Sports Medicine task force has indicated. The revelation of Spring Schmidtôs data that is 

supposedly being used to stifle youth sports and in-person schooling was an abomination ï it 

cemented the fact that Sam Page is playing politics and not actually using data to arrive at his 

decisions around sports and school. Ms. Schmidtôs commentary had fatal flaws and surely this 

Council, or any reasonable person, can see this is all part of a plan, a political plan. Ms. Schmidtôs 

comments further enervated Sam Pageôs case and screams out for this Council to put a stop to it. 

This Council has a chance to act, to be an agent of change and a voice of reason in this developing 

ñsocialist republicò of St. Louis County. Ms. Schmidtôs commentary was disturbing and the lack 

of any new data suggests an administration flying by the seat of its pants and making decisions 

heavily affecting the population purely for their own political gain. Surely a cluster of 5 cases of 

roughly 10 individuals would not be sufficient grounds to shut down youth sports. Surely this 

Council is well aware of the actions of 16-17 year old kids and to think that sports were the only 

area of exposure for these youth is not only naïve but wrong. Surely this council knows that the  
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positivity rate for youth means nothing and is not indicative of the true positivity rate as so many 

youth now do not get tested other than in extreme circumstances knowing it will further embolden 

Sam Page and his power. Surely this council can see through the scare tactics put forth by  

Ms. Schmidt around myocarditis in children. That was a step too low and just downright 

irresponsible. Surely this council knows that an athlete with COVID-19 can spread the virus just 

like any other person and wonôt fall for the politically charged commentary from Ms. Schmidt that 

the youth playing sports will simply spread it to their parents and grandparents. Stand tall, push 

aside your political aspirations, and do what your voters desire, those that elected you to power.ò 

 Elizabeth LaFlamme, 4738 Towne Centre Drive, St. Louis, MO, 63128:  ñPlease explain 

to the people of St. Louis County how the latest numbers justify the continued mandates that 

impact parents, young adults and teens. Teen positivity rate and metro hospitalization numbers are 

down according to the weekly report from Dr. Garza. My daughter (a senior in high school) has 

been in school and practices for 5 weeks. 3 positive cases have occurred at Nerinx Hall and zero 

cases are traceable to school. But still no games for high school sports. What is the endgame here? 

How long do you plan on holding teens hostage? Because without sports they will have more time 

to socialize, party and spend more time together - eventually spreading COVID. Stop this insanity. 

Stop intruding into family life. Parents should make these decisions for youth. Families should 

discuss and decide how to protect each other - not you. I have never seen so many parents, teens 

and other adults lost, anxious and depressed. It is because their freedom of choice and movement 

have been overly restricted. And this has to stop. Stop harming teens when the numbers show they 

aren't harming any one else. The numbers will never get to 0. Stop tweaking the numbers to justify 

your actions and scare residents. Yes, there will be positve cases. But when you report them you 

need to also share how many have actually been tested. Yes, kids may have to quarantine due to 

exposure. But how many of those quaranting are testing positive and/or symptommatic? Share the  
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whole picture here. Because right now your transparency is severely lacking. Instead, you are 

contributing to a state of terror and paying no heed to the collateral damage caused by these ill 

advised universal restrictions. The elderly and vulnerable can still be protected while the youth 

and young adult population are allowed to still live and be human. Games can and should take 

place. Precautions are working and can be maintained. But there is no way to avoid positive cases. 

That is just an unattainable goal. And hanging your hat on the 5 occurrences you keep referencing 

does not justify your actions. What you need to be focusing on is the impact these restrictions have 

on teens and young adults in terms of mental health and financial stress. Sports may help kids get 

into college but they also teach and reinforce traits such as leadership, hard work, commitment and 

teamwork. You are doing our youth wrong and it is a shame you cannot see it. Let these kids 

play!!!ò 

 Debbie Bogar, District 7 Resident and Taxpayer:  ñDear City Council:  I respectfully ask 

that you support the bills that are being introduced to add oversight to the declarations by our 

county executive and health departments. No single person should have sole authority on decisions 

with such far-reaching impact. If data supports any such declaration, I would think these parties 

would actually welcome the oversight and the ability to present a united front to the community. 

Lack of support for this necessary oversight shows a desire to avoid accountability which is never 

good for an elected official. Dr. Page:  With all due respect, itôs not your job to decide whatôs best 

for my family. You did your job months ago ï you did what you felt was best to protect the county 

from this virus. Now that we have much more information, itôs time for you to step back and let 

us do our job as parents. We should be able to assess our environment and make decisions for 

ourselves. Some of us will decide to keep our children home for any number of reasons, and some 

of us will choose to allow our children to go to school and to compete on a playing field or in a 

gyméthe point is ï that should be up to the parents, not our county executive. To quote Lisa  
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Clancy, ñéChange requires admitting that what weôve been doing up to this point isnôt working 

and that itôs time to try something else.ò This is so true. Letôs see the real numbers WITHOUT  

18-19-year-old college kids mixed in ï not just cases, but hospitalizations and ventilator usage. 

We know from surrounding counties that school and sports are successfully operating. Positivity 

rates arenôt the only metric we should be using to make decisions ï this rate fluctuates based on 

the number of tests given. Asymptomatic people were recently told by the CDC not to get tested. 

If only symptomatic people get tested, of course the positivity rate will be higher! Remember, it 

was ñ15 days to slow the spreadò and ñflatten the curveò so we donôt overwhelm our hospitals. 

This was accomplished a long time ago. Your restrictions are causing irreparable harm to our kids, 

families, schools, and businesses. Please ease these restrictions and let us all get back to taking 

care of our own families.ò 

Jennifer Tegethoff, (Mother of 6), 2724 Covington Place Estates, Town and Country, MO, 

63131:  ñSam Page, Thank you. Thank you for opening my eyes. Thank you for igniting my new 

passion and turning me (and my Senior Son) into being a community organizer and activist. My 

oldest son, Jack grabbed a bull horn last Monday, spoke in front of hundreds of people, 

commanded your attention to get him back on the field as a Senior, and once again...you didn't 

listen. He was brave, composed, and had a fire in him that proves his "want to." When he was  

3 years old I would ask him to hold my hand and he would look at me and sweetly say, "I can hold 

my own hand, Mommy." His leadership last week reassured that I have never let his hand go. I 

will stop at nothing. We are a united group and force of parents that will never forget the position 

you have put our families in.Jack will be 18 before November 3rd. Thank you for bringing 

awareness to a new kind of voter. Thank you for making me so proud of my son. Thank you for 

my new found crew of incredible and loving parents from all over St Louis County. Back to 

School, Back to Sports. No seriously...THANK YOU!ò 
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John Challis, 1343 Riverdale Circle, Chesterfield, MO, 63005:  ñCounty Executive Page 

has consistently defended the continued prohibition on high school sports by alleging a 20% 

positivity rate among those aged 15-19, which he states is significantly higher than other youth 

age groups. According to recent data released by the County Health Department, this is 

demonstrably false. The positivity rate for 15-19 year olds is currently 7.4% and the Countyôs own 

Health Department states that ñ[a]s of 09/14, positivity rates among St. Louis County youth are 

similar across age groups.ò It is time to let high school athletes compete in sports. That is the 

message that Executive Page would hear if he would bother attending meetings regarding this 

exact topic with health professionals. Quite simply, there is no data that supports the continued 

discrimination against high school students. Permitting games to proceed with proper precautions 

will (1) permit high school athletes the opportunity to earn scholarships; (2) avoid further litigation 

against the County; (3) avoid the need for these teams to travel outside the County to compete; and 

(4) restore some faith in the office of the County Executive. This continued prohibition is baseless 

and only underscores the need for legislation by the Council similar to Bills 175 and 176 that reign 

in the arbitrary and unfounded power of the County Executive.ò 

Elizabeth Cohen, 2415 Powders Mill Drive, Wildwood, MO, 63005:  ñTo Sam Page and 

St. Louis County Council Members:  There are so many things I want to say regarding sports and 

in person school. I can give you countless examples of how my son has been negatively affected, 

along with countless other kids. However, I am just a mom who is desperate for her son to have 

every opportunity to lead a happy and healthy life. I doubt my words mean much to any of you. 

This crisis has shown parents in St. Louis County just how little you really care about us or our 

kids. Therefore, I will leave the importance of this issue to those more qualified, namely the 

American Academy of Pediatrics. You are failing our children. It is time to follow the advice of 

those more qualified than you. "Re-engaging in sports activity with friends has both physical and  
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psychological health benefits for children and adolescents. Participating in sports allows youth to 

improve their cardiovascular health, strength, body composition, and overall fitness. Mentally, 

youth may experience benefits from the increased socialization with friends and coaches as well 

as from the return to a more structured routine. These psychological and physical benefits can help 

support their developmental growth. Exercise also has immune system benefits" ~American 

Academy of Pediatrics "We recognize that children learn best when physically present in the 

classroom. But children get much more than academics at school. They also learn social and 

emotional skills at school, get healthy meals and exercise, mental health support and other services 

that cannot be easily replicated online. Schools also play a critical role in addressing racial and 

social inequity. Our nation's response to COVID-19 has laid bare inequities and consequences for 

children that must be addressed. This pandemic is especially hard on families who rely on school 

lunches, have children with disabilities, or lack access to internet or health care." ~American 

Academy of Pediatrics "For our country to truly value children, elected leaders must come together 

to appropriately support schools in safely returning students to the classroom and reopening 

schools. The importance of in-person learning is well-documented, and there is already evidence 

of the negative impacts on children because of school closures in the spring of 2020" ~American 

Academy of Pediatrics.ò 

 Jen Duffy, 703 Luckystone Avenue, Glendale, MO, 63122:  ñDr Page - I am writing in 

response to allowing our kids ages 14-19 to compete in sports in Saint Louis County. The REAL 

facts speak for themselves when you look at the data - youth sports are not the issue at hand. There 

has not been a rise in cases in Saint Charles or Jefferson County in the past 4 weeks since they 

have returned to play. When teams take the necessary precautions and follow the guidelines, there 

is no reason they should not be allowed to practice as a team and compete. Do you not see that 

many kids 16-18 have suffered emotionally from the effects of COVID? Sports help not only their  
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physical wellbeing but their emotional wellbeing as well. These kids that you are punishing have 

worked very hard to become the athletes they are today and this could have a lifelong effect on 

them. By not allowing these sports competitions to take place do you have any idea on how much 

money the St. Louis County is loosing? Do you really want what is best for our county or are you 

just too worried about your ego at this point? Do the right thing and please give the public accurate 

facts - not your made up facts that are inaccurate. Please look further into your decision on ending 

the season for high school sports and make changes where the data shows changes need to 

happen!ò 

 Laura Savis, 624 Wyndham Crossings Circle, Des Peres, MO, 63131:  ñDear Dr. Page and 

St. Louis County Council Members, I am writing to express my concern regarding the ban that has 

been placed on high school sports competitions. I have sent a couple letters to Sam Page and 

council members but do not feel the reasons given in the cookie cutter responses I received warrant 

the ban currently in place. The numbers given are confusing and frankly do not seem to add up.  I 

will ask once again why 19 year olds who are not high school age are being included in data to 

determine if high school athletes can play. It just doesnôt make sense. I ask that you please 

reconsider and for the mental health and well being of our young athletes let them play. Thank 

you.ò 

 Kate Han, 15316 Coventry Woods Court, Chesterfield, MO, 63017:  ñSTL County Council, 

I am writing in support of Councilman Fitchôs bills 175 & 176 that would provide input from ALL 

of our ELECTED leaders on MAJOR decisions impacting the community and have a 

checks/balances system in place. One man or woman should NOT have ALL the power to make 

decisions for the community they represent.  For one person to recommend NO in-person learning 

and to MANDATE NO High School sports is insane and beyond ridiculous, especially when that 

persons own family doesnôt abide by the rule.  As for the supposed data, STOP counting 19 year  

  



Journal of the County Council           Page 57                                       September 23, 2020 

Public Forum ï Continued  

 

olds in the supposed data you have used to handicap our high school kids from in person learning 

and sports activity.  There are not 19 year olds in high school!  By including 19 year old in the data 

which is keeping our High school kids off the courts or fields, you are including EVERY college 

kid who just had to be tested in July/August before going to college. How can any of this be 

justified which communities like St. Charles making it work with kids in person learning and 

competing in sports? Now is the time to change the mentality!  We closed down everything for 

many weeks to flatten the curve. That was the goal.  Itôs been accomplished...now move forward.  

Listen to your constituents!  Let Them Go to School!  Let Them Play! Thank you for your time.ò 

 Angela Montgomery, 10224 Tesson Valley Court, St. Louis, MO, 63123:  ñThe Countyôs 

policies have increasingly become overreaching and arbitrary with no end game plan in sight. A 

national crisis can never be permitted to supersede the commitment to individual liberty and 

personal well-being that stands as the foundation of the American experiment. It is undemocratic 

to have emergency mandates imposed on the public by one person, especially one that was 

appointed and not elected. Policies impacting the county should be decided by a majority rule vote 

of all the County Council members. Our government should be made up of those that reflect the 

desires of their constituents, when it is not all faith is lost in the system. Please support Bills 175 

and 176 and do whatôs right for your constituents by adding checks and balances to the County 

Council.ò 

John Maniaci, Concerned Parent and Citizen, 209 Country Creek Court, Ballwin, MO, 

63011:  ñCouncil, I find it unacceptable that our Student Athletes are not being allowed to compete 

in St. Louis County while the surrounding counties are and have been allowing youth sports for 

some time without evidence of increasing numbers of Covid-19. Sam Page should be particularly 

singled out for hypocrisy by allowing his son to compete outside of St. Louis county. The negative 

effects on the mental health of these children is more significant than the politicized scamdemic.  
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My feeling is that you recognize your mistake but are too dug in at this point to overturn your bad 

decisions. You can be sure that your actions are being recognized and will be reflected on election 

day. It is not too late to do the right thing.ò 

Kathryn and Lawrence LaBarge, 10124 Harwich Drive, Crestwood, MO, 63126:  ñDear 

Sam Page, Council Chair Clancy and St. Louis County Council, I am a parent in St. Louis County 

and we send our son to Vianney High School in Kirkwood. We choose to send our children to a 

private school to help further their education. We are parents who choose to spend a lot of money 

yearly to get our boys an excellent education and turn them into men of character. Sporting events 

aid in turning boys into young men and is a great way to build character. My wife and I want to 

express our extreme dissatisfaction in the handling of the Fall Sports by Sam Page. Our son is a 

Junior and plays football. He also plays a spring sport so the point that Sam Page says they should 

move the fall sports to spring is just not a valid option/recommendation; it doesn't make a lot of 

sense and is singling them out of the rest of the MSHA schedule. The rest of Missouri will move 

forward and have state finals without the St. Louis County high schools. The juniors and seniors 

will also miss out on scouting for scholarships for college. Sam Page is not reporting accurate facts 

to support his reasoning for "cancelling" certain sports. Our young men are all following the 

guidelines recommended. No one on the team has had any problems or illness since starting 

practices. I do see how convenient it is that Sam Pages son is able to run Cross Country, we also 

notice that they do not practice social distancing or wear the required masks, whereas the football 

teams are wearing masks under their helmets at all times during scrimmaging and some are 

additionally wearing shields. Sam Page has taken his power to his head. We understand that he has 

refused meetings to discuss his "findings". We are questioning if Sam Page should have total power 

to make these decisions or if there are others that will have the final say. We also wonder why Sam 

Page's son just happens to perform his sport. They don't follow social distancing nor wear masks.  
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We are pleading to do what is in the best interest of our children and to limit his power and allow 

our children back to school and sports!ò 

 Tatyana Kaucic:  ñTo whom it May concern, Dear Madam or Sir, As a former citizen of 

communist / authoritarian country, I am increasingly alarmed by the familiar patterns of 

governmental overreach bordering with tyrany, rules that apply to some, but not others, orders that 

are confusing at best and contradicting at worst, bureaucracy and corruption at the highest levels. 

I was extremely lucky to escape my former country of Turkmenistan (communist USSR republic 

turned authoritarian) and move to the United States in 2001. I passionately appreciate the rights 

we enjoy here because I grew up in a country with numerous perpetual human rights violations. 

As an American citizen, I am very alarmed to see those rights are being taken away from us with 

lightning speed. We cannot allow ourselves to blindly obey to orders that make no sense and have 

conflicting and questionable data. It creates a bad precedent, just look at the past.... I copied the 

text below from one of my groups, as I concur with the message. "This request is for you to end 

the county wide mandate to wear masks, to lift capacity limits, end social distancing orders, end 

virtual education, restore youth sports, and vote YES on bills 175 and 176 today. We as rational, 

logical, adult citizens can decide for ourselves appropriate actions to take to keep ourselves and 

our community healthy. This virus has caused the death of 0.07% of people in our county. While 

each person lost is a tragedy, this number simply does not justify the type of mandates in place. 

We do not need mandates restricting our freedoms when our hospitals are not overrun and we have 

ñflattenedò the curve as you originally asked. Lift all mandates today and allow St. Louis county 

to heal from the hardships the mandates have caused." Thank you for your time and consideration!ò 

 Kathy Coyle:  ñSSM/BJC/Mercy/St.Lukeôs Sports Task force recommended weeks ago to 

the St. Louis Municipalities that sports could go to Phase 3 - why is Sam Page not following the 

recommendations of the task force? He followed the commission's advice every other time they  
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made a recommendation. I am extremely concerned about our county executive acting like a 

dictator in shutting down sports when St. Charles, Jefferson County and other surrounding counties 

did not - other areas have had spikes of the virus and they did not limit competitive games between 

teams. I have never seen a politician as drunk on power as Sam Page. Let our kids play - parents 

are smart enough to decide if they want their family to play - we don't need the government. The 

virus won't be an issue after November 3rd - you have not fooled me!ò 

Maureen Dressing, 1658 Wild Cherry Park Drive, Fenton, MO, 63026:  ñDear Sam Page - 

how dare you decide what is best for my daughter!  She is a senior at St. Joseph Academy and you 

are taking away her senior year as a volleyball player.  These are live long memories she will never 

get back.  As a medical professional, i can tell you what you are doing to these kids mentally is 

way worse than Covid.  They need to get out release energy, not stare at a screen all day. You need 

to take 19 yr olds out of your statistics and really look at the data.  These kids are not the 

problem!!!!!   #backtoschool  # backto sportsò  Please look deep into your hearts and honestly tell 

us that the youth of the county donôt matter.  By not allowing youth sports you are telling our 

countyôs future that they donôt matter. We, as adults, can go to casinos, bars, stores, work and 

freely hang out with people of our choosing. Children are not allowed sports, school or activities.ò 

 Stephanie Kingston:  ñWe are damaging our children in so many ways including but not 

limited to:  -causing lifelong mental health problems. Anxiety and depression donôt just disappear. 

These are issues that our children may be dealing with FOR LIFE.  -obesity, weight gain and lack 

of self confidence. Children have been asked to sit at home and do nothing for half a year now. 

With childhood obesity already a problem why would we want to force it be to worse?  -loss of 

opportunity. Sports are sometimes the only outlet that a child has. This is their opportunity to shine 

and potentially help them later in life in ways of scholarships. ALL sports at ALL ages should be 

opened up to practice, scrimmage and competitions. All children should be allowed to have their  
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parents watch them compete. We are dealing with much greater issues than covid right now. 

Mental health, physical health and life opportunities are things that will affect their entire life. 

Stand up and let the youth of the county know that you DO care about them, because right now 

they sure donôt feel as though they matter.ò 

 Kelley Magee:  ñPlease consider passing the revised bill 175 and 175, and require a  

2/3 majority, to pass ñemergencyò mandates. St Louis County is suffering and suffocating under 

the current mandates. I have lived in St Louis County since 1979, but I am seriously considering 

moving across the river to St Charles, to get away from the restrictive regulations. Dr Page has too 

much power, and the people are tired of it. Please, vote on the revised 175 and 176, for the good 

of the people of St Louis County.ò 

 Renee Korte, 13364 Windbrooke Lane, Saint Louis, MO, 63146:  ñDear Councilmembers 

I would like to give you a dose of reality. Our high school students have been working all summer, 

not just on the field. They have been bagging groceries, washing cars and working places like Six 

Flags and drive-thru restaurants. Sam Page has banned high school sports from playing games in 

St. Louis County. Tens of thousands of County residents have been going outside the County to 

play games every week since early summer. Now the largest district is going to play all of their 

games outside the county. At least 3 other large districts are developing plans to do the same, as 

well as most private schools. If we use the logic Sam Page uses that our kids will spread the virus 

by playing games, then Sam Pageôs plan is a total failure. All of these schools are going to counties 

that do not have mask mandates and there may or may not be limits on spectator attendance/social 

distancing. It would behoove Page to keep these teams in St. Louis County where the County can 

maintain control over the management of safety guidelines. Instead of trying to compromise with 

the schools, Page has forced these schools to find ways to work around his mandates. In doing so, 

Page and the County have lost total control. Our executive has become a dictator who refuses to  
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compromise or see reason, and you have given him ultimate power. You can take that power back 

by supporting sub bills 175 & 176. There are 10s of thousands of high school athletes. Does it 

really make sense that 99% of an entire generation is summarily singled out because of 20 cases, 

equating to less than 1% of that population? Is that really how we govern? We take away 

opportunities for 99% because there is a less than 1% chance they could contract a virus? A virus 

that has not killed one person under the age of 18 in the whole state? These are kids who will never 

ever get this time back again. The schools are looking out for the best interests for the kids. The 

County should be trying to work with them to make all this happen in the safest way possible. 

Please be the heroes that our kids and our County deserve by voting yes on sub bills 175 & 176.ò 

 Ron Hobbs, 11516 Sandhurst Drive, Creve Coeur, MO, 63141:  ñDr. Page, Council Chair 

Clancy and St. Louis County Council:  I have been a coach for over 30 years. For most kids, their 

4 years of high school is the pinnacle of their competitive sports experience, for their entire lives. 

This is a very important time for them. Itôs sacred. They wonôt get this time back. Please reconsider 

the current youth sports restrictions. There are soccer players, field hockey players, volleyball 

players, and other athletes all across St. Louis County practicing every day, just hoping for the 

opportunity to compete. Many of them are seniors, and this will be their last chance to play. If the 

restrictions are changed now, thereôs still time to salvage the season. Thank you.ò 

 Monica Widger, 1207 Iron Warrior Lane, St. Louis, MO, 63011:  ñHello, As a residence 

St. Louis County, I believe that it is important for everyone to be represented and decisions to be 

made by a group instead of an individual. Please support sub bills 175 and 176. It is also time to 

let ALL kids of ALL ages get back to our own fields. Playgrounds are now allowed for our young 

children and competition should be allowed for our Middle School and High School athletes, as 

well as performances by cheerleaders, bands and dance teams. These activities are so necessary, 

particularly after such a stressful Spring and Summer. No one believes the virus is gone, but with  
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precautions we need to get schools open, fields open for competition, and business back on track. 

Thank you.ò 

 Joie Schuetz, 862 Amersham Drive, St. Louis, MO, 63141:  ñCouncil, It is time to get kids 

back in school full time NOW. The evidence and AAP support kids in school, especially for the 

socioeconomically disadvantaged students. If bars and liquor stores can be open to patrons at all 

with the distinct social harm caused by their use, then education is paramount to those children 

escaping the cycles of poverty, physical and sexual abuse, drug and alcohol abuse. Hobby Lobby 

is FULL of people of which the only items in the store which are essential are sewing to make 

clothing. I would guess someone in St. Louis County has a better chance getting struck by lightning 

than making their own clothing. Do you sew your own clothes? If people can shop for fall and 

Christmas decor, kids can go to school and play sorts. Lululemon has a wait to get in the store and 

line was full of high school kids at 1pm. If they can go to the mall, kids should be receiving an 

education. It is time to allow sports to happen for high schoolers and all kids. The number of cases 

in St Louis County has fallen significantly and it is time to play. Stop the abuse of power now. If 

health care workers, emergency workers, convenience store workers, Walmart employees, bus 

drivers, and other people can show up, so can teachers. Everyone has tough choices and when I 

make decisions about my career and my family, I may have to make hard choices every day. Kids 

back to in person learning and sports immediately. Parents get to make the choice between 

sending their child or keeping them home. People can make a free choice to stay home, but with 

that comes a certain set of consequences. Living in fear breeds hopelessness. We know what 

happens when we make laws which govern liberty and free choice in this country, look at the 

history of prohibition. We are living organisms and we do not get to choose when we die. Live 

today like tomorrow may never come.ò 
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 Wendy Kienbusch:  ñTo the county council, Please pass bills 175 and 176 which would 

limit  Sam Page's power. He has abused his power and has gone unchecked during this ridiculous 

charade of an apocalypse. Trust me we are watching and will vote you out if you do not take steps 

to reign him in. This has gone on too long. Our children need to go back to school and play sports. 

The cure has become worse than the disease and we're ruining a whole new generation of children.ò 

 Chrissy Krewson, Resident St. Louis County, 14200 Cedar Springs Drive, Chesterfield, 

MO, 63017:  ñHello. I'm writing you today because I would like you to consider revising bills 175 

and 176 in your meeting today. We strongly feel as if Sam Page has a special interest or something 

else going on to where he is abusing his power with his Covid mandates. These bills should be 

used for emergencies. There was definitely a time and place for such restrictions but we all know 

what is at stake now as this has been going on for 6 months now. It is no longer emergency status. 

I am a parent of 2 boys and am certain that the St. Louis County restrictions are hurting them to a 

dangerous degree. As parents, we do not want our children sick, that's for sure and we would not 

put them in a dangerous situation but without school and sports/activities, I'm certain that they will 

get themselves in a far more dangerous situation. Please be brave and allow us as parents to choose 

what's right and wrong for our children. Please remember that parents still have the choice to not 

send their kids to school or allow them to do sports if they think that's best. Online schooling is an 

option for those who oppose their children going to school or participating in activities. We have 

lived a very responsible life and we know what's best for our children. No county executive should 

have the power to take our choices away. It is not his job to mandate our lives. I do not trust him 

and he's hurting our children and abusing his power. Thank you.ò 

Christopher Nelson, 557 Lemonwood Drive, Ballwin, MO, 63021: ñIf not now, then when? 

In March 2020, St. Louis County, as well as the rest of the world closed for all intents and purposes. 

We were asked to stay home to flatten the curve. We stayed home because we needed to give the  
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hospitals time to prepare, get proper equipment, establish a protocol that would be effective in 

treating Covid-19. We were never going to eradicate this virus by staying home. Over the past six 

months, the curve has been flattened, the numbers continue to drop, and we are still under your 

thumb. Should we really be surprised there are still positive cases of Covid-19? No. This virus was 

not going to disappear because we stayed home. The guidelines that have been established 

requiring families/ teams/ schools to close for 14 days to stop the spread have been adhered to for 

now, but for how much longer? We simply cannot afford to take two weeks off from our jobs, our 

lives every time someone has a cough, cold or flu-like symptoms. Itôs time to reopen the world. 

We must learn how to live with Coronavirus. The easiest way with the least amount of risk is to 

start small and allow the high school students- who have not had drastically severe cases of Covid-

19 requiring hospitalizations- the opportunity to play in their optional games. Give students in the 

school bands the chance to play. Give the student body a place to go and socialize with their 

friends. School events, especially those outdoors, can be controlled much easier than what the high 

school students are doing now. Kansas City schools have done this effectively with a ticket system 

for spectators, store bought goods individually wrapped from a concession stand. Itôs time. Stop 

trying to cement your feet into quicksand. We cannot afford to keep living this way, and itôs time 

that our voices are heard.ò 

 Heather Nolting, Des Peres, MO, 63131:  ñDear Sam Page and Members of St. Louis 

County Council, As a lifelong resident of St. Louis County, I am deeply troubled by the continued 

mandates to County voters and their dependents under the authority of emergency powers. Our 

system of government is not designed to allow unlimited power, which has no time limit, in the 

name of perceived welfare regardless of what the emergency may be. Do you all understand that, 

without limits to executive authority, abuses that you all may not agree with may unfold in the 

future?  Limited executive authority and limits on emergency powers do not only apply to Sam  
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Pageôs current mandates. I would ask all of you to please vote YES on substitute bills 175 and 176. 

It is time to limit executive authority and government overreach into the lives of your constituents 

now and in the future. Additionally, I would ask that all mandates be lifted immediately.  It is time 

for individuals to have the choice of whether they feel a mask is necessary for them personally. It 

is time for parents to decide where and how their children should be educated and how their 

children should participate in athletics, music and the arts for their own families. It is time for 

businesses, churches and schools to be allowed to re-open without restrictions. It is time for the 

department of health to get out of my private business. It is time for this council to meet in person 

so that, WE, THE PEOPLE, can voice our opinions in person about how this council and Sam 

Pageôs mandates are impacting our lives and the lives of our children. Thank you for your time.ò 

 Keith L. Hinton, 2888 Sandy Creek Road, Pevely, MO, 63070:  ñDear county council, I 

am a parent of two daughters that both attend high school, participate in high school sports, and 

normally play club volleyball in St. Louis County. I am also a coach who that coaches in St. Louis 

County. My oldest is a senior, and has been prohibited from playing games by Sam Pages orders. 

Iôm sure by now you have seen the data, and reports from medical professionals, that show very 

low possibility of transmission through youth sports, especially while extra precautions are being 

followed. I also have issue with the inclusion of 19 year olds as high schoolers. High school is 

generally 14-18 years of age. I am asking you to please do what you can to not allow these 

prohibitions to continue. I Ask that you put aside your own personal agendas and stop punishing 

our children. Current data shows that this is not about your broken record, ñweôre protecting our 

childrenò answer to any question that is asked. The recent cases you mentioned and jumped right 

on, as well as past cases were found to be contracted out side of sports at parties, or extracurricular 

activities. I am asking that you vote for revised bills 175-176. One of which would allow taking 

back control of these decisions, so that one person doesnôt have ultimate power to make important  
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decisions. I would ask that you support these, so that the children that need youth sports can go 

back to what they love. In my experience from coaching, sports, to some of these kids, is the best 

part of their life. So I hate to see the only great part of their life, be stripped from them, especially 

when the data, and an overwhelming number of medical professionals are showing they should be 

playing. Thanks.ò 

 Dr. Patricia Parker, 409 Nelda Avenue, Kirkwood, MO:  ñIt is unfortunate that Sam Page 

does not act as he spoke: óI want to assure everyone in St. Louis County from the very beginning 

we will have absolutely no tolerance for pay-to-play politics,ô Page said. óNo tolerance. We strive 

to set a new standard for ethical government ï and we will be open and transparent so you can 

hold us accountable.ô  A historic day.  He appears to be unable and unwilling to admit he is wrong, 

his data was and is inaccurate. He is unable to listen to pediatricians across the country that say 

our children need to be in school and playing sports. So so disappointed that such a man is in 

office. #letthemplayò 

 Karen Wessels, 16326 Sheffield Point Court, Wildwood, MO, 63021:  ñDear Council 

Members, First of all, Tim Fitch and Mark Harder for your selfless service to St. Louis, Missouri. 

Thank you Rita Days, for voting for the people of St. Louis, MO. My name is Karen Wessels. I 

am originally from a community less than 2 hours South of St. Louis. In Cape Girardeau, Missouri 

children are in school, Friday Night Lights is a real thing, businesses are thriving and the residents 

are happy and healthy. I have lived in St. Louis, Missouri for 20 years and never imagined that one 

person could create this level of chaos in a community. Or, worse, that there would be a group of 

elected officials on the County Council that would band together and thrive on creating community 

suffering and hardships and without a doubt unwarranted all the while blaming a virus for political 

gain. Are you truly unaware that 6+ months of worldwide data, not to mention the 

recommendations of over 100 local pediatric specialists, clearly show that children 19 and under  

  



Journal of the County Council           Page 68                                       September 23, 2020 

Public Forum ï Continued  

 

have a virtually non-existent risk of death or serious disease from Covid-19? The virus has not 

caused ONE death in a Missouri Child 0-19. The difference between Cape Girardeau thriving and 

St. Louis suffering is servant leadership that truly represents the people. I, truly, have no idea how 

some of the members of this committee show their face in public. Last week, the County Council 

was a disgrace to St. Louis County residents. The Council received 344 letters from their 

constituents and made the decision to only read two hours of them after their constituents took 

their personal time to reach out and express their concerns. In addition, every letter read in the two 

hours (with the exception of one letter) supported voting YES to Bill 175 & 176 and yet, many 

council members, again, showed extremely poor leadership and followed the Sam Page agenda. 

Council Members, Rita Days, Kelli Dunaway, Tim Fitch, Rochelle Walton Gray, Lisa Clancy, 

Ernie Trakas and Mark Harder, PLEASE for the sake of the people you represent, do not let this 

continue. Please vote to not only limit Sam Pageôs power, but also to lift the mandates which are 

creating hardships throughout our community. Thank you for your time and your service.ò 

Craig Michael Denton, 6592 Devonhurst Drive, St. Louis, MO, 63129:  ñTo whom this 

may concern This letter is to inform you of my concerns as a tax paying citizen. I disagree with 

the counties decision to delay youth sports for children of ANY age, and the kids MUST go back 

to School and go back to sports NOW !! NO FURTHER DELAY. See some valid reasons below:  

1. Lack of actual risk to student athletes in catching and spreading the disease. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/29/health/coronavirus-testing.html How is it that students 

and athletes from St Louis City are bussed into St Charles County AND St. Louis County every 

day with apparently no risk to the student population? Furthermore, thousands of high school 

games have been played in surrounding areas and there has been no transmission from those 

games. Those kids are also attending school! https://footballscoop.com/news/over-1000-high-

school-football-games-already-played-zero-reports-of-community-covid-spread/ 2. Increase in  
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mental health issues including anxiety, depression, increased use of drugs, alcohol as a result of 

increased uncertainty and lack of control over their lives. Is all you have to do is ask any health 

care professional. This data is actually proven if you would care to do research. 3. Negative impact 

on ability of talented athletes looking to play sports at the college level, particularly for those 

student athletes in pursuit of athletic scholarships. This affects all athletes that want to be seen or 

have game video for coaches while most adversely affecting low income athletes where a 

scholarship is the difference between going to college or not going to college. 4. The Ban on Fall 

Sports negatively impacts ALL sports. If Fall sports are pushed back this will dangerously 

compress the flow between sports seasons for multi-sport athletes causing higher risk of injury  

from over-use. Additionally, smaller schools will be compromised further and may not be able to 

field their respective ñSpringò teams because athletes will be forced to make decisions of choosing 

one sport over another. Thank you.ò 

Travis Tate, 700 Williams Drive, Eureka, MO, 63025:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council Chair 

Clancy And St. Louis County Council, I am writing to show my disapproval of this boards 

decisions to allow the county executive to run wild with federal money with zero over sight. This 

should have never happened.  Especially considering how our last county executive is in prison 

for crimes committed while in office.  Please vote FOR the bills to get some control back away 

from him. Also, the county executives lies have been exposed thru the media and from many 

taxpayers on his insistence to not allow children to play sports in St Louis county.  Because of his 

own personal mandates on this, our children have been going out of the county to play. This is 

sending much needed tax dollars away from our county.  His reasons for the mandate donôt make 

any sense and are not in line with the rest of the state.  Because of his actions and the actions of 

this board, us taxpayers have no choice but to vote against each and everyone one of you that are 

against our children. Good riddance the the democrats on this board. Thank you.ò 
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 Jennifer Hinton, 2888 Sandy Creek Road, Pevely, MO, 63070:  ñDear county council, I am 

a parent of two daughters that both attend high school, participate in high school sports, and 

normally play club volleyball in St. Louis County. My oldest is a senior, and has been prohibited 

from playing games by Sam Pages orders. Iôm sure by now you have seen the data, and reports 

from medical professionals, that show very low possibility of transmission through youth sports, 

especially while extra precautions are being followed. I also have issue with the inclusion of  

19 year olds as high schoolers. High school is generally 14-18 years of age. I am asking you to 

please do what you can to not allow these prohibitions to continue. I Ask that you put aside your 

own personal agendas and stop punishing our children. I am asking that you vote for revised bills 

175-176. One of which would allow taking back control of these decisions, so that one person 

doesnôt have ultimate power to make important decisions. I would ask that you support these, so 

that the children that need youth sports can go back to what they love. The actual data, and an 

overwhelming number of medical professionals are showing they should be playing. Thanks.ò 

Ken Peters, 101 South Edward Court, Eureka, MO, 63025:  ñI'm writing to you to voice 

my disapproval of Sam Page's mandate on youth sports in St. Louis County. It is very difficult for 

many of us to understand this decision and your continued support of this mandate. Locking down 

was meant to flatten the curve only and we have done that. All of the numbers are going down and 

it's time to re-open with precautions. New information is being reported every day and as a country, 

we have made many mistakes. But the numbers are in and there is nothing to support your mandate. 

Sam Page only references positive test rates but there is new information regarding cycle 

thresholds that you need to investigate. As it turns out, our testing procedure is flawed and we all 

know that even if a person under 19 tests positive they have a very small chance of exhibiting 

symptoms. The death rate for people under 19 are less than 1% and the hospitals are in fine shape. 

The threat of transmitting the virus to an older relative is always a concern and as a responsible  
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community, we can take those precautions upon ourselves. Most importantly, while we all argue 

about this the kids are suffering. I'm sure we all agree that physical activity and social involvement 

is paramount to our kids overall health. They have been locked up for 6 months and they need 

sports and they need to return to school. The only topic that seems to be a mystery is why do you 

continue to support this mandate? There's just as many scientists that support returning to sports 

and school as there are that don't. I don't understand politics much but if that's the reason, your 

actions might be causing an opposite effect to your re-election goals. People are tired of your 

cancel culture and the Democratic Party is associated with this over reach. This is coming from an 

independent so I don't have a horse in the race when it comes to politics. Please, do your job and 

represent the majority of your constituents. Thank you.ò 

 Amber Mueller:  ñCouncil members, I am a resident of St. Louis County, taxpayer and 

parent of three school aged children. I am writing to urge the council to vote YES on bills 175 and 

176! Please stop the madness of Sam Page ruling everyone's lives according to his own skewed 

data and political games! It is frustrating to see one person in charge of, and hurting the lives of so 

many people within the County. We have witnessed how Page alone is withholding CARES 

funding in an attempt to prevent St. Louis County schools from holding in-person school. His 

"executive order" to cancel or restrict fall sports is unnecessary and based off of data that includes 

19 year olds, which omits 99% of high school aged children. Also, without benchmark data to 

share with residents. Also, now in disagreement with his medical experts who he claims to consult 

with. All while his own son is able to play sports; see the hypocrisy? The decisions for school and 

sports returns should be made by parents and school district leaders; Page's actions are an abuse 

of power and detrimental to children in numerous ways. With a leader receiving such widespread 

opposition from St. Louis County residents, it is imperative the council vote yes today, so as to 

rebalance power and decisions for the County. The voters of St. Louis County are watching EACH  
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of you intently, and your actions (or lack thereof) will have substantial consequences at the ballot 

box both on November 3, 2020 and/or on individual term expirations.ò 

Debbie Crowley, 4067 Amberleigh Parkway, Imperial, MO, 63052:  ñDear Dr. Page, 

Council Chair Clancy and St. Louis County Council, I would like to take a minute to express my 

feelings towards the mandates you have put in place regarding youth sports for high school ages 

15-19. I appreciate that you feel the need to protect our children but I believe the parents should 

be the ones to determine that. You are taking that right away from us. The sports should be allowed 

to play and those parents that don't feel comfortable don't have to play but the rest should be able 

to do so and have the right to make that decision. You have provided no evidence or data to back 

up your decision and I have been in touch with several of our doctors that are for the children 

playing. We live in Jefferson county but attend private school in St. Louis county, it is frustrating 

to see all the schools be able to play around us and she is not allowed. St. Louis county is the only 

county in the entire STATE that is not playing, how does that make any sense. I am tired of you 

using our children as pawns in this political game that you are playing. High school is only 4 years 

and you are taking away that time from the kids and them making memories. Get off your High 

horse and stop thinking you know what is BEST for our kids. The data does NOT back up your 

decision and you are being a dictator. Thanks.ò 

Julie Bernstein:  ñDear Saint Louis County Council. Tim Fitch, Mark Harder and Ernie 

Traksa. You have to stop the utter madness of this communism fascism Nonsense of King Pages 

raid of terror. I almost got arrested today over these silly mandates and guidelines for not putting 

on a mask when I have to breath. All I wanted to do was buy a soda at the Q-Trip in peace. I hope 

you are happy Sam Page, because the Police Had one handcuff on my wrist before giving me the 

option to go if I would leave the store and not come back. Congratulations King Page, You 

attempted to Condemn an innocent person for simply breathing. Thanks to you, I could have ended  
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up with a record on file that would me look like someone with a felony charge with that of 

Convenience store Thief. Thanks to you Sam Page I have Health issues, mental anguish from 

harassment, threat of arrest and criminal charges. I hope you are now Happy. Sam Page, you enjoy 

being a dictator forcing buiness to refuse to serve us if we don't have one your bloody muzzles on. 

You must enjoy being such a sadist to other people's pain and suffering. Because of what youôre 

doing people who canôt wear the mask for whatever reason cannot buy extensions such as 

medicine, food and drink. This is making our everyday lives a living hell and almost impassable, 

why you attack our God Given Rights. We are a Republic and not a Kingship. This is we the people 

by the people. Sam Page you have stepped out of bonds with your power why getting innocent 

people in trouble. I don't know how you can sleep with yourselves at night over this. You, Sam 

Page, are an utter bully and you need God in your heart, and you don't have it. God Have Mercy 

on your soul. You are an unfit Country Executive who should step down effective immediately, 

because you fail to represent and protect the freedom and liberties of the people of this County. 

Please vote for bill 175 and 176, to make sure that no one person can wield the power of the king 

of staff. We live under a Republic not a kingship. You also need to lift all the restrictions and mask 

mandates.ò 

 Nicole Harms, 202 Oaknut Court, Ballwin, MO, 63011:  ñCounty Executive Page and 

County Council Members-Last year Sam Page told us, "I want to assure everyone in St Louis 

County from the very beginning that we will have absolutely no tolerance for pay-to-play politics. 

No tolerance. We strive to set a new standard for ethical government - and we will be open and 

transparent so you can hold us accountable." We are holding you to that promise because we 

certainly have not seen that to date. This is clearly no longer about schools, or kids or sports, 

because for some reason, you are holding hostage the one age group that has the least potential for 

negative consequences from COVID. Instead, this is all about power and pay-to-play politics and  
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it sickens me. Honestly, I didn't pay much attention to local politics because naively, I thought 

they would act honorably and do what is right for the people of the county. I have learned more 

than I ever wanted to know in the last couple of weeks and am disgusted. Not once has anyone of 

you (besides Tim Fitch and Mark Harder) offered to speak to us, listen to our concerns and make 

us feel heard. Instead you continue to shove your agenda down our throats. This is wrong. No one 

person should have this much power without oversight. Please vote for the revised bills 175 and 

176 (Ernie Trakas, I'm talking to you especially) and get the kids back to school and back to 

sports.ò 

April Wilhelm, 215 W Cedar Avenue, St. Louis, MO, 63119:  ñDear Sam Page, Council 

Chair Clancy and St. Louis County Council, When a government official fails to act in the best 

interest of those they serve, they need to be held accountable. Currently, our County Executive is 

not held accountable. The county council has given up their duty and responsibility for oversight 

of county governance. As elected representatives, I urge you to vote yes on Bill 175 and Bill 176 

to restore a system of checks and balances. I would also expect that Council Chair Clancy abstain 

from voting as there is a clear conflict of interest for her. Shutting down our economy, choosing 

what businesses are allowed to operate, dictating what events and gatherings can occur, keeping 

our children out of parks, mandating healthy individuals wear masks and shutting down youth 

sports are not restrictions that one individual should have the authority to make for almost one 

million people. It has become clear in recent weeks that Dr. Page is no longer acting in good faith 

for the people of St. Louis county. He refuses to meet with constituents, has failed to provide any 

data to support his restrictions, continually sidesteps any questions concerning the shut down of 

youth sports and has zero transparency in his statements and press briefings. St. Louis county does 

not need to be the next Nashville. The County Council needs to hold Sam Page accountable for 

what he has done and end the power of one unelected person to implement restrictions that impact  
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our constitutional rights and freedoms. When elections are held, the Council will be held 

accountable for their actions as well.ò 

 Erin Wheeler Boyle, 417 Barron Lane, Glendale, MO, 63119:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council 

Chair Clancy And St. Louis County Council, Please support bills 175 and 176. I'm the parent of 2 

high school aged daughters. Both my girls play softball and my oldest, a senior, also plays soccer. 

Playgrounds are now open. Bars, restaurants, casinos, and amusement parks are open. Why are 

most youth sports still banned? Sports can be played in a responsible format. Practices have been 

going for weeks with no reported Covid exposure traced to sports. . My daughter played club 

softball from March - July in St. Charles county. Not a single case of Covid transmission through 

softball was reported. Worried about parents not being responsible? Fine, ban spectators. I would 

be heartbroken to miss my daughter's senior season, but it's more important that she be allowed to 

play than I be allowed to watch. I'm thrilled that the ban was lifted for some sports. Now please 

lift the ban for all sports. All the kids need sports. Their mental health is suffering. My senior 

deserves her last season. We understood the decision to cancel spring sports, and we supported 

that decision. But now with more knowledge about how the virus spreads and the amount of time 

you need to be in close contact with someone to pass it, it doesn't seem sensible to ban youth sports. 

Over 90 local physicians agree that youth sports and competitions should move forward. Please 

let us, as parents, decide if our kids can play. Switching fall sports to springtime is not a viable 

solution. Many athletes play multiple sports. It's not fair to ask them to choose which sport to play 

in the spring. And many athletes also compete in club sports which play in the off season from the 

high school sport. These kids are watching. Many of the seniors will be 18 and able to vote. Mine 

will be 18 before the November election. And she's paying attention. They, and their parents, will 

remember your decision. Thank you.ò 
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Tina Indelicato, 10731 Roanna Lane, St. Louis, MO, 63128:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council 

Chair Clancy And St. Louis County Council, For the mental health of all students and athletes, 

open all schools and all sports and all businesses to full capacity. As a parent of a high school 

student-athlete and a St. Louis County resident and tax payer, I respectfully request that all 

mandates be immediately lifted. Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.ò 

 Gayle Krohn, 757 Woodside Trails, Ballwin, MO, 63021:  ñSam Page and the County 

Council- Please vote for the Revised Bills 175 and 176. It is utterly ridiculous that one person 

should have this much power with any oversight. Council, it is your job to keep checks and 

balances and you are failing. Pass Bills 175 and 176 and let the kids get back to school and back 

to sports.ò 

 Shannon Robinson, 2002 Woodmoor Ridge Drive, Wildwood, MO, 63011:  ñDear  

Dr. Page and Council Chair Clancy, You continue to isolate our children from their friends, their 

activities and from normal life the rest of the state is participating in. You are slowly destroying 

the noramlicy of childhood and for that you should be ashamed, but a part of me thinks this makes 

you proud. You actually think you are helping when in reality you are the cause of the mental 

health issues you are now throwing 1.8 million dollars of the CARES act money at to "help". The 

task force of professional doctors that you touted as your experts spoke out against you recently. 

They let the citizens know that you haven't been meeting them. They went from your pristine group 

of medical professionals, your Task Force, to merely your advisors per your press conference last 

week and now we hardly hear from them. Is that because they don't fit your agenda anymore? 

Instead we hear from, air quotes, health experts, who use words like whole bunches. That seemed 

like a better option to reassure the public of your knowledge and proof of numbers. This just proves 

this isn't about numbers. There are two bills that are being proposed, again. These are here to 

protect us, and will limit the powers of the county executive and add checks and balances to the  

  



Journal of the County Council           Page 77                                       September 23, 2020 

Public Forum ï Continued  

 

county council. We the people, who you work for, approve of these bills. Mr. Page, made mention 

of a group of thousands of parents as merely an interest group. You have gravely mistaken that 

group. You must not know what interest parents have in their children who are being mistreated. 

Who have watched their freedom to play and be kids just like every other missourian taken away. 

Parents who watch their child deteriorate mentally and watch their kids depression increase. You 

alone are slowly destroying them and your decisions are hurting our youth more than Covid ever 

will. You have underestimated the intelligence and determination and knowledge we have. You 

are one man, we are thousands of very interested parents, grandparents, aunt, uncles, neighbors 

and friends who are sick of the overreach of power. We will no longer stand for it. We expect our 

county to look like every other county in the state of Missouri. We have the right to assemble, the 

right to have our children play sports and the right to watch them.ò 

Kelly Case, 7706 Delmont, St. Louis, MO, 63123:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council Chair Clancy 

and St. Louis County Council:  My son Evan Case is a Junior at Bayless High School who 

participates in Cross Country, Cheer and Track. My daughter Emily Case is a 2020 graduate of 

Bayless High School. I write to you as a concerned parent. Covid-19 has changed all of our lives 

dramatically, and everyone is doing their best to keep communities safe. Covid-19 has taken its 

toll on the physical health of many St. Louis County residents, but I have witnessed first hand the 

toll it has taken on the mental health of both of my teenagers. Emily and the rest of the Class of 

2020 were denied their prom, their usual graduation with their peers, and all of the memories that 

come with being a Senior in the last few months of high school. It made my daughter angry and 

sad. Now, my son Evan is starting his Junior year 100% online and, although he is allowed to 

participate in Cross Country, he cannot participate in Cheer and his very tough schedule of all 

honors and AP classes is only made more difficult because of distance learning. He has been very 

stressed and anxious because of this. Dr. Page recently announced funding of mental health  
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programs with CARES Act money. If Dr. Page REALLY wants to improve the mental health of 

the residents of St. Louis County, he can start by really following the numbers and working with 

school districts to get students back to school in person and rolling back the county youth sports 

guidelines to allow ALL high school sports in St. Louis County. Dr. Page (or the health 

department) keep lumping 19 year olds into the "statistics" showing an increase in Covid among 

15-19 year olds and using that as a reason to disallow high school sports; however, I believe it is 

safe to say there are very few 19 year olds still in high school. In fact, 19 year olds could be in 

college and attending college parties and therefore causing the statistics to be skewed. The mental 

health of students in St. Louis County is too important to continue to ignore the facts. It is time for 

students to be back in school and back in sports. Thank you.ò 

 Mitchell Harms, 202 Oaknut Court, Ballwin, MO, 63011:  ñI am a sophomore in High 

School and I play soccer, basketball and volleyball. Except, that I can't currently because you won't 

allow me. Please pass Revised Bills 175 and 176 so that I can get back to school and back to 

sports.ò 

Leigh Nieman, 12767 Saint Lazare Lane, Sunset Hills, MO, 63127:  ñDear Council, I am 

writing to beg you to please let our kids play sports and most importantly return to school.  My 

daughter is a freshman at Lindbergh High School but due to COVID has missed out on the 

transition from middle to high school.  These kids left school not even finishing 8th grade and now 

sit in front of a computer 6 hours a day AND cannot participate in their sport either.  I am positive 

anything you read about teen depression says not to let them sit alone for hours on end in front of 

a screen which is exactly what you are limiting them to do.   I do not understand how Sam Page is 

allowed to blatantly disregard The American Academy of Pediatrics and make these rules having 

no data that supports this decision.  My daughter is a Varsity Cheerleader.  She went from only 

being able to practice 2 times a week to now one time for one hour because the rules were changed  
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once again not allowing them to stunt and you have NOW added no chanting.  This is absurd! All 

summer long they were allowed to do this and then this was taken away with NO data to back it 

up.  How is band allowed to blow in an instrument but cheerleaders canôt chant?  Thatôs my pointé  

None of the rules in place make sense and it is extremely difficult to explain to a child why one 

thing is ok but another is not. In closing, Iôd like to thank you for all you do.  My father was a 

public official and it is a thankless job.  He always taught me to give back and now I am begging 

you to give our kids their lives back. SCHOOL AND SPORTS.  They deserve to be kids and not 

pawns of the system.ò 

Nick Widger, 1207 Iron Warrior Lane, Manchester, MO, 63011:  ñHello, my name is Nick 

Widger and I am a freshman at Parkway West High School. All summer long I dreamt about 

playing under the stadium lights on our brand new turf field but that dream came to a screeching 

halt before the season even began. Summer training was very different this year with everyone 

social distancing but it still offered a great way to socialize with people I would not be able to see 

due to us not having in-person school. It also allowed me to go outside and get some exercise that 

I very much needed from staying inside and playing video games all summer. After camp, all I 

could think about was playing football and I spent a lot of time watching Jalen Ramsey highlights 

on repeat. Not long after that, we were practicing with the team again, however, we still maintained 

social distancing and wore a mask whenever we were not on the field playing. When new 

guidelines for the County got released, we split up into groups and picked jerseys as Coach 

explained how we are going to have a season and how everyone just needs to be optimistic and 

work hard in practice because he was sure we were going to have games. However, right now our 

season is on the line. And the power is in your hands if we are allowed to play the sport that brings 

so much joy to so many people. Plenty of kids my age are having a rough time mentally during 

quarantine sports is a wonderful outlet for them. Football is a sport that unites kids my age and  
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gives them a sense of family. There is no greater feeling in the world than ending the game with 

the ball in your hands as you celebrate with your brothers after a hard week of practice. I know for 

a lot of boys, myself included, that football offers a sense of confidence you cannot find anywhere 

else. By taking football away from us, you are also taking away a sense of identity. I understand 

the health concerns, but I also believe that despite football consisting of physical contact, we can 

maintain a healthy environment, on and off the field. This is possible by having no huddles on the 

field, and social distancing and mask-wearing off the field.ò 

 Jim & Dee Marino, 4835 South Lindbergh Boulevard, St. Louis, MO, 63126:  ñDear Dr. 

Page, Council Chair Clancy And St. Louis County Council, Our names are Jim and Dee Marino, 

we are St. Louis County residents and taxpayers, as well as parents of one Lindbergh School 

District student athlete. We are writing to express our complete disagreement, first, with County 

Executive Pageôs attempts to prevent St. Louis County schools from conducting in-person 

instruction by improperly withholding CARES funding, and second, our complete disagreement 

with Dr. Pageôs ñexecutive orderò that purports to cancel or otherwise severely restrict most fall 

sports. In short, these actions are a gross abuse of power and are not in the best interests of students 

or their parents, who are all suffering emotionally, intellectually, socially, physically, and in many 

other ways as a result of Dr. Pageôs school and sports lockdowns. The individual school districts 

and informed parents should be afforded the choice to make the decisions to resume in-person 

schooling and to have safe sports competitions. Dr. Pageôs actions constitute unnecessary 

government overreach at its absolute worst, especially in light of the widespread opposition voiced 

by St. Louis County residents and the apparent contradiction to the data that is being reported. Dr. 

Page is not only ignoring the local data of reduced hospitalizations and lowered positivity rates in 

teenagers, but many pediatricians and members of the task force who overwhelmingly support kids 

resuming in-person school instruction and safe sports competition. If some parents are concerned  
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about the virus, they are provided the choice to keep their own kids out of school and sports, but 

the government must stop penalizing those who deserve to make those informed choices for 

themselves. We have also written Governor Parsons, as well as the Lindbergh School District 

expressing our opinions in regards to giving parents and schools their choice. For these reasons, 

we strongly urge the St. Louis County Council to adopt Bill Nos.175 and 176 (and/or any other 

similar measures that come before the Council) as a vitally necessary check and balance. In 

closing, please do not forget that the primary duty of government officials is to represent the will 

of the people, especially those that have elected those officials into their position.ò 

Tom Woodcock, 1484 Autumn Leaf Drive, Ballwin, MO, 63021:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council 

Chair Clancy and St. Louis County Council, I'm writing to express my displeasure with the 

executive mandates restricting high school and youth sports. I feel these measures are draconian 

and are effecting the mental stability of my children. I am not seeing adequate data to support your 

decisions, including the minimal amount you have provided. Please consider reversing course and 

allow me to care for my children personally. I prefer you don't. you are jeopardizing an athletics 

scholarship my son has dedicated 9 years of his yung life towards achieving. You are NOT a part 

of our household!ò 

 Donna Anne Conley, 1732 Stoney Terrace Dr., Ballwin, MO, 63021:  ñDear Dr. Page, The 

community at large needs to have transparency. Where are the numbers that sports are fueling the 

spread of COVID especially at the high school level. Your son participated in a cross country meet 

this weekend. I must believe you calculated the risk of his running in a group with heavy breathing 

and I think the parents of others playing sports want to be given the same decision making power. 

On a side note did your son travel this summer playing baseball like so many other teens? If so, 

again, parents of their children want the same decision making power. We also need our county 

libraries opened. Kids can meet tutors in a library when they are not doing so well on a screen and 

many of our libraries have been renewed with our tax dollars so the ventilation should be proper.ò  
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Barb Tyson, Lafayette Trails Drive, Wildwood, MO, 63038:  ñDear Dr Page, Council Chair 

Clancy and St. Louis County Council, The 7 day Hospital moving average is 31.  The COVID 

Task Force goal has always been to be below 40.  We are below 40. The number of people in ICU 

is 70.  The lowest I have seen this number since tracking. The number of people on ventilators is 

40.  The lowest I have seen this number since tracking. Positivity rage is 4.9.  The St. Louis County 

goal is to be below 5. The numbers above look GREAT.  What is the goal?  Why are we not 

opening the schools and letting sports take place?  Why do I feel like the goal post is always 

moving? Why are you taking our Constitutional Freedom away from us? I wear a mask.  My family 

wears their masks.  We social distance.  We wash our hands. We should not be dictated to.  We 

should have a choice.  We live in the USA, where democracy was founded.  Letôs execute on 

democracy.ò 

Carolyn Honorowski:  ñDear sir: As a grand parent my husband and I want to see our 

grandson play hockey. I think you are wrong in banning it because of the virus. People go to stores, 

gambling, and to sports stadiums, please let the Children play.ò 

Stephen Lawson, 1013 Summer Tree Drive, Ballwin, MO, 63011:  ñAs a taxpayer of this 

county and someone who would not be where I am today without a football scholarship to the Air 

Force Academy, I urge you to safely and immediately re-open schools and fall athletics. The data 

simply does not back Sam Page's restrictions and kids will never get this precious time back. The 

opportunities lost as a result of these restrictions far outweigh the risks of COVID-19 according to 

both the CDC and the American Academy of Pediatrics. I ask you to also pass the revised bills 

175 and 176 to restrict unreasonable mandates in the future.ò 

Suszanne Behrle, 9722 Regalton Court, Affton, MO, 63123:  ñDear County Council, I am 

a parent of two children in the Affton School District, a freshman and a sixth grader. Affton is still 

100% virtual at this time with no mention of when we may be returning to school. I listened in on  
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a workshop hosted by our Superintendent, Principals and School Board Members. I was so 

impressed by the well thought out plan to transition my children back to school to keep them safe. 

I canôt imagine the time that has been invested by my district to create such a plan. I am VERY 

Affton proud and have supported my district for many years. You see, my parents graduated from 

Affton, I graduated from Affton and now my children were going to graduate from Affton. We are 

an Affton family and for the first time in many years, I am looking at moving my children outside 

of our district. And the reason I may have to do this isnôt for their safety, my district is very capable 

of keeping my children safe, itôs because of decisions that are being made by many of you by 

allowing Sam Page to continue his dictatorship and bully school districts into compliance with his 

agenda. My children deserve their education. Although our district is doing the best they can given 

the restrictions placed upon them by Sam Page, itôs not working. Our children are suffering. Lisa 

Clancy mentioned in a tweet about how many children had to die for us to listen (or something 

along those line) here are some numbers for you:  In our district alone, which is a fairly small 

district, this is the number of children that are not attending daily broken down by schools. Where 

are these kids? Are they okay? Do they not deserve an education? Mesnier (K-2) ï 12 kids not 

attending, Gotsch (3-5) ï more than 45 kids not attending daily, Rogers (6-8) ï more than 45 kids 

not attending daily, AHS (9-12) ï more than 50 kids not attending daily. The number of kids that 

left the district at the beginning of the school year/more than 40. Where did they go? Are they 

okay? How many children have to be unaccounted for until you listen? How many letters do we 

need to write for you to listen?ò 

 Colette Nicholson, 857 Summit Glen Court, Fenton, MO, 63026:  ñDear St. Louis County 

Council Members, I am writing to you as a concerned parent. My daughters are middle schoolers 

in the Rockwood School District where they are in their 5th week of virtual learning. Their teachers 

are working hard; however, they are not able to cover the amount of curriculum needed nor make  
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learning what it needs to be due to learning virtually. My girl's education is suffering. They NEED 

to be in school with their peers five days a week. Please support Bills 175 and 176 to limit the 

powers of Sam Page so we can get our schools open. If you look at the true data on Covid-19 the 

students should be able to safely return to school. Many students have educational setbacks during 

a regular summer. Now having been away from traditional education for six months it is a concern 

that many students education is really suffering. We closed down in March to flatten the curve not 

keep every individual from being exposed to or even getting this virus. We have flattened it and 

learned a lot about it in the process. Doctors now know how to treat patients effectively and we 

have learned a great deal about staying safe and preventing the spread. So why are our children 

being kept from their schools? This is greatly impacting their social and emotional well-being. 

They need to be with their teachers and peers interacting and learning in a school setting where 

they thrive. Sam Page said that 1.8 million dollars of the CARES act will be spent on mental and 

behavioral health services. The reason there is a huge rise in mental health is because of the shut 

down and isolation that he is continuing. Throwing money at it won't fix the problem. We need to 

OPEN UP! Education is ESSENTIAL! We live in the United States of America where all students 

have the right to a proper education so why are they being kept from that? In-person school is the 

most important thing we can do to protect the health, safety, and social-emotional well-being of 

our children. The numbers tell us that it is safe for students and teachers to return to school. It is 

time for a change! We can't wait any longer. Please support bills 175 and 176 and put our kids 

back in their schools.ò 

Laura Aguilar, 109 Sterling Crossing Drive, Dardenne Prairie, MO, 63368:  ñDear Dr. 

Page, Council Chair Clancy and St. Louis County Council, As you can see from my address, I am 

not a resident of St. Louis county, however your decision to restrict youth sports has a direct impact 

on my family, as both of my children play on select teams that are out of St. Louis County. I would  
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like to know why you are using fear to keep our children home and not at sports (and school for 

those in the county)? Where is the data that you are using to justify these ridiculous restrictions 

and guidelines you have put into place? My children have been in school full-time for 27 days now 

and there is not a single positive case of covid among the students or staff. Furthermore, my 

children have been practicing with their teams since the summer with 0 cases reported. So please 

explain to me why they are being restricted? Why can only my husband or myself go to watch 

their games when we all live together and are around each other all of the time. This makes no 

sense. Clearly you have let politics get in the way of policy. There are thousands of people like 

myself who are fed up with the restrictions and our voices will be heard. We do not need the 

government telling us what is safe and right for our family. Those that are scared can stay home 

but let the rest of us live our lives! Thank you for your time.ò 

 Carolyn Honorowski, 4620 Bay Boulevard, Port Richey, FL, 34668:  ñPlease let our 

children and grand children play sports. It's not fair. People go to the grocery stores, malls, sporting 

events, church, and casinos.ò 

 Julie Marie Denton, 6592 Devonhurst Drive, St. Louis, MO, 63129:  ñTo whom this may 

concern, This letter is to inform you of my concerns as a tax paying citizen. I disagree with the 

counties decision to delay youth sports for children of ANY age, and the kids MUST go back to 

School and go back to sports NOW !! We literally opened PLAYGROUNDS yesterday, where 

thousands of young children will carry germs from home, daycare, etc. to and from one location 

to another yet our children can't play sports. There are some EVIL individuals trying to hurt our 

teenage generation and it has to stop. If a playground is open, there is no reason to keep schools or 

sports closed. NO FURTHER DELAY. See some valid reasons below:  1. Lack of actual risk to 

student athletes in catching and spreading the disease. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/29/health/coronavirus-testing.html How is it that students and  
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athletes from St Louis City are bussed into St Charles County AND St. Louis County every day 

with apparently no risk to the student population? Furthermore, thousands of high school games 

have been played in surrounding areas and there has been no transmission from those games. Those 

kids are also attending school! Over 1,000 high school football games already played, zero reports 

of community COVID spread. 2. Increase in mental health issues including anxiety, depression, 

increased use of drugs, alcohol as a result of increased uncertainty and lack of control over their 

lives. Is all you have to do is ask any health care professional. This data is actually proven if you 

would care to do research. 3. Negative impact on ability of talented athletes looking to play sports 

at the college level, particularly for those student athletes in pursuit of athletic scholarships. This 

affects all athletes that want to be seen or have game video for coaches while most adversely 

affecting low income athletes where a scholarship is the difference between going to college or 

not going to college. 4. The Ban on Fall Sports negatively impacts ALL sports. If Fall sports are 

pushed back this will dangerously compress the flow between sports seasons for multi-sport 

athletes causing higher risk of injury from over-use. Additionally, smaller schools will be 

compromised further and may not be able to field their respective ñSpringò teams because athletes 

will be forced to make decisions of choosing one sport over another. Thank you.ò 

 Scott Travis, 236 Harbour Pointe Dr., Wildwood, MO, 63040:  ñTo: All St. Louis County 

Council Members, Re: Govt. Overreach, My name is Scott Travis, my wife and our two boys have 

been St. Louis county residents at 236 Harbour Pointe Dr., Wildwood, MO 63040 for more than 

20 years now. I am writing to voice my support for Bills 175 & 176, getting back to having the 

option for in-person schooling for all, and resuming all youth sports in full immediately. I will not 

waste time trying to persuade you with data or personal appeals, as it is clear already that those 

opposed do not care to reconsider their position. We will simply use our vote in Nov., and should 

we not succeed there, we will sadly be forced to relocate our tax dollars somewhere we can enjoy  
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far less government overreach and intrusion into our lives. Please cast your vote for these Bills to 

bring sensible checks and balances into our county government, get our kids back in school, and 

open up all youth sports immediately.ò 

Cameron Offermann, 5443 Painted Acres Drive, Cedar Hill, MO, 63016:  ñDear Dr. Page, 

Council Chair Clancy and St. Louis County Council, I am a senior at Lutheran High School South. 

I am a two-sport athlete who plays football and baseball. I have been training so hard for my 

football season. This fall was the season that I to show college coaches my abilities and hopefully 

get a scholarship. If my season is cancelled, I might not have the opportunity to get a scholarship. 

Not only do I want the scholarship for myself but I want it to help my parents out. They have given 

me the opportunity to go to private schools with amazing learning environments all my life. I want 

to be able to help them and help pay for college with scholarships because they have already done 

so much for me. If you take my season away, I wonôt get that opportunity. It is frustrating to see 

every Friday night the lights are on at public high school that I would go to. The stands are packed, 

people are cheering and they are allowed to play games. I drive thirty minutes to Lutheran South 

every day so that I can get a better education, but we are not allowed to play. Then, to see everyone 

else in Missouri is allowed to play except everyone in the county is not right. There has only been 

one to two teams that have had to stop playing and quarantine because of it and it didnôt spread 

through everyone on the teams. Obviously there are ways to prevent it and it is not being 

significantly transmitted through high school sports games. I also struggle to understand why 

Dr.Page created a task force to help him decide what to do, but does not listen to them or take their 

advice. The head of the group was my orthopedic doctor. He had said to move into phase three on 

August 18th and then we could move into phase four fairly soon. However, we did not move into 

phase three until last week. I do not think Dr. Page feels the pain of not being able to play because 

his kids can play their sports. I can tell you right now that I am not the only one that is feeling the 

pain of not being able to play or get the chance to go to college. Dr. Page, Let Us Play!ò  
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 Rick Hughes, 9101 Flores Drive, St Louis, MO, 63123:  ñThe total disregard the county 

has shown for our children is repulsive . Your false flags about a disease that has little to no impact 

on the well-being of children sickens me . In pushing our children away from school and sports 

you are pushing them in the direction of things far more dangerous than Covid . Keeping them 

from their normal activities and isolating them from their teachers and friends will have negative 

impact on their lives long after Covid . When you take everything from them what do you leave 

them with ? Children suicide rates are high enough without those appointed to protect them forcing 

loneliness and depression on them . Shame on you for bowing to the minority when the majority 

feel your decisions have done far more harm than good.ò 

Kelly Waller, 617 High Hampton Road, Ladue, MO, 63124:  ñDear Sam Page, Lisa Clancy 

and other St. Louis County Council Members, It saddens me greatly that our county is failing our 

children. Please do your jobs in supporting our local school districts in getting our children BACK 

IN SCHOOL! Our children are suffering. This council needs to work to immediately recommend 

to all local school administrators that we end the damage to our childrenôs education and mental 

well-being by offering in school, face to face education and to return our children to normal 

experiences in extra-curricular activities. We are seeing cases plateau to decline in our area, which 

is great, but even in areas with no mitigation, where cases are rising, I am reading that deaths are 

on the decline as compared to just a few months ago. We have knowledge now that we did not 

have back in March, when fear ruled the day. We need to get on with life and get our children back 

to the way they are supposed to be living. Certainly, our elected officials, like you can walk and 

chew gum and figure out how to protect the at risk and allow the young people that barely have 

any symptoms of this virus get back to school and activities. Use science that has been gained in 

the past six months as the guide, which shows that our young should not be punished this way. 

Protect the old with co-morbidities, recommend reasonable measures of masks, had washing and  
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distancing for them, educate about the real current therapies and outcomes and return the young to 

living in the real world, not this virtual limbo.ò 

 Marcia Niekamp:  ñTo Whom it May Concern, I am a parent of two high school students 

whoôs sports have been cancelled and with no true scientific data shown yet to justify the current 

mandates and closings. Each and every one of you know this. We all know this. Hopefully this is 

read and seen as my letters, phone calls and emails in the past have not even been acknowledged. 

I truly feel like I am living in a communist county. A couple of points that need to be addressed 

since you as elected officials serve the people, not dictate over the people. 1. PLEASE vote YES 

for bills 175 and 176. Removing unlimited power from the health department and Sam Page! He 

is clearly abusing his power and bullying our schools, kids, sports, and businesses. 2. PLEASE 

LIFT ALL MANDATES:  NO MASK MANDATES - masks DO NOT FILTER DOWN TO THE 

MICRON SIZE OF COVID AND YOU KNOW THIS. YOU ARE GIVING EVERYONE A 

FALSE SENSE OF SECURITY. YOU ARE DAMAGING PEOPLE'S IMMUNE SYSTEMS 

BEYOND REPAIR. THOSE WITH MEDICAL CONDITIONS ARE BEING DISCRIMINATED 

AGAINST! NO more ñPhasesò for Sports-let ALL children participate in volunteer sports if they 

want. NO building capacity limits...let places of businesses go back to full capacity. NO more 

bullying school superintendents- CDC has been saying for months that ALL schools should be 

open. Special Needs children especially need to be having IN person learning. 3. Bring Back IN 

PERSON County Council Meetings! 4. Where is all the money we received from the Cares Act 

Spent??? Where is the accountability? Why is SAM PAGE AND CORA FAITH WALKER IN 

CHARGE OF THIS NOW, WHAT HAPPENED TO THE CARES ACT BOARD? 5. Why are 

we receiving more grant money for contract tracers???? $71,150 in grant funds from the Missouri 

Department of Health and Senior Services (DHSS) to support the Department of Public Healthôs 

(DPH) ñEpidemiology and Laboratory Capacity CARESò project, stating the grant will commence  
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upon contract execution and continue through March 31, 2022!!! 6. What is the plan for an 

industrial development project involving Accenture Federal Services, LLC (AFS) and to authorize 

the issuance of Chapter 100 bonds in an amount up to $18.2 million to finance a portion of the 

project? We want answers. We want our freedoms back. You are destroying St Louis and need to 

be held accountable.ò 

Darren Scotti, 1324 Point Mariner Drive, Fenton, MO, 63026:  ñDr. Page, Council Chair 

Clancy and St. Louis County Council, We want our children back in the classroom and back 

playing sports! Let them Learn! Let them Play! My children have asked that we move out of  

St. Louis County so they can go to School and play Sports. Let my family make the choice for 

what is best for our children. End these restrictions. We urge you to support and pass Sub Bills 

175 and 176. We also what to know why last meeting several Council Members including Chair 

Lisa Clancy had their Cameras off during the reading of the public comments. We find that very 

disrespectful. We also do not find it appropriate the Chair be held by Council Member Clancy 

when her brother serves on Sam Page's election team. Thank you.ò 

Rebecca Griess, 716 Westbrooke Terrace Drive, Ballwin, MO, 63021:  ñDear Dr. Page, 

Council Chair Clancy and St. Louis County Council-I simply do not understand how decisions are 

being made that keep specific sports from being played while others play on. You have yet to 

provide any real data demonstrating that these specific sports are causing the spread of COVID. 

As a parent I find it frustrating that you are allowing 14 year olds to play and not 15 and above. 

Do you not recognize that these kids are all part of families that live together. I certainly do not 

want to take anything from the 14 and younger group, I have two of those age kids in my home 

who are able to live life and enjoy participation in sports. I also have a 16 year old in high school 

who has spent his entire life dedicated to a sport and is now missing one of his final years of play. 

I ask that you remove the 19 year old classification from your data and consider giving 15-18 year  
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old high school kids in St. Louis County the right to play. Please allow parents to be involved in 

making decisions for their entire family when it comes to school and sports.ò 

 Julie Kavanagh, 1339 Lockett Lane, Kirkwood, MO, 63122:  ñDear St Louis County 

Council Members, Let me begin my saying I am a Democrat and am embarrassed at this leadership 

and lack of transparency. I am beyond disgusted that Sam Page did not have the decency to even 

attend the last county council meeting, especially given he was so critical of his predecessor for 

skipping meetings. I guess I shouldnôt be surprised however, since he canôt even make time to 

listen to his own Task Force who clearly disagrees with his position on youth sports. Thank God 

my children go to a private, Catholic school where they have listened to true medical experts to 

reopen safely. I have zero trust in his leadership and I do not feel heard. I am asking the council, 

particularly my fellow Democrats, to please consider support of revised bills 175 and 176. This 

has become a political ñsportò where kids lose. I implore the Council to reign in the excessive 

power Sam Page believes he has. Additionally, I ask our youth be able to play and equally 

important, that families be allowed to watch. My greatest joy as a mother is watching my kids do 

what they love and Iôm being robbed of that opportunity. I have to pay a sitter to watch my other 

child so I can drive my son to games and watch. During these tough economic times when budgets 

are tight, this is an unnecessary expense. Additionally, there is a boy on my sonôs team who is 

diabetic. His parents must be in attendance to check his blood sugar levels. God forbid something 

happen to him or any other child and their parents are in the parking lot not able to provide them 

with immediate care and support. Not to mention, the memories you are taking away. I have very 

clear and distinct memories of my parents in the stands watching, supporting, and cheering for me. 

Please understand those of us who have children who are passionate about their sports will do 

whatever it takes for them to play in order to maintain their mental, emotional, and physical health. 

My child was on the brink of depression at 11 years old and is now thriving because he is going to  
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St. Charles to play basketball every weekend, baseball in Franklin County, and his soccer team is 

traveling to other states. I would never put my child at risk. Please vote support 175 and 176.ò 

 Bettina J Strauss, 12 Old Westbury Lane, St. Louis, MO, 63119:  ñDr. Page and County 

Council, I write to respectfully request that the Council repeal the Youth Sports Mandate as well 

as the onerous recommendations that are prohibiting St. Louis County school districts from 

returning children to in person school. While the Council states it is acting for the safety of our 

children, and surely has that goal, there are many different aspects of safety for our children and 

our community that must be considered. The Council has asserted an unprecedented amount of 

power to make those decisions for the hundreds of thousands of residents of St. Louis County 

without a mandate and without data to justify it. The Council appears to move the bar at whim, 

using unscientific ñclustersò and alarmist language to justify restrictions, rather than to represent 

the societyôs interest by establishing reasonable, measureable benchmarks that govern activity. 

The health and safety of children is primarily the responsibility of parents and educators and we 

have always had the freedom to make reasonable safety decisions for ourselves. We are quite 

capable of making these decisions and the Councilôs restrictions are unwarranted such that it has 

lost the publicôs trust. As the Council knows, for more than a month, thousands of children have 

attended school safely in St. Louis County at the schools that have chosen to prioritize in-person 

learning, which all agree is the goal for our the children. The minute numbers of exposures at 

school demonstrate that there is no increased risk at school. You have access to this data. The 

schools are transparent in their reporting. As a parent I can tell you the ill effects of virtual learning 

include isolation, distraction, loss of love of learning, anxiety, depression to name a few. These 

mental health concerns must not be ignored. Our children watch society resume its activities and 

they are left behind. The Council has not explained why 800 students wearing masks and following 

basic safety measures can attend school safely and yet a school with twice that number could also  
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not do so safely without the need for the space recommendations no school can achieve. In  

St. Louis County you can be in close proximity at the DMV, at grocery stores and at many many 

other activities that take place every day. School must be a priority. Even among the tens of 

thousands of cases of Covid contracted on college campuses, the students remain safe. No data 

show problematic hospitalization rates for them. As the Council is surely aware, the same is true 

for youth sports. As the council knows, the vast majority of states allow teen sports competitions 

and they occur every day safely. Indeed, many team sports competitions were conducted both in  

St. Louis County and the surrounding counties for months now, with no evidence of problematic 

effects. Unlike nursing homes, there are no dire stories about deaths or serious illness due to youth 

sports. The Councilôs restrictions also lack justification and are internally inconsistent. It is 

commonly known that Dr. Page allowed his own child to participate in a competition with more 

than 200 participants at a cross country meet which logically cannot possibly be less risky than 22 

or 24 children on a soccer field, baseball field or football field. Running in close proximity together 

(which pictures of the event demonstrate) cannot present less risk than the mere seconds of close 

ñcontactò in these other sports. Dr. Page made a safety decision for his own child and should not 

prevent other parents from doing the same. All children must be treated equally and be allowed 

the opportunity to exercise and compete. Exposures are inevitable, but cases without symptoms, 

hospitalizations or deaths do not present a public health crisis that justifies keeping our children 

restricted, sedentary and depressedðwhich is not ñsafe.ò Youth sports are vital to our childrenôs 

mental health as well as their physical health. This is particularly true among our teenagers who 

face the most mental health challenges and are the most restricted. I urge the Council to consider 

its proper role in this process, particularly now as there is more data available to everyone to 

evaluate the circumstances of Covid-13. Rescind the youth sports mandate, let schools return to 

managing their own safety measures for their students and focus on facilitating our communityôs 

ability to thrive. Thank you for your consideration.ò  
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 Reagan Holliday:  ñAs a lawyer and mother of 2 high school students in St. Louis County, 

I am incredibly disheartened by how our County government has usurped the rights of its citizens.  

I implore the Council Members to take a step back and use common sense to discern the most 

appropriate course of action from here. Our County Executive should not have unlimited power. 

Please start the process of unwinding some of the overly stringent guidelines that are suffocating 

your constituents.  We have the right to decide for ourselves whether to send our children to school 

in person and whether they should participate in sports  Our government should not be deciding 

which sports it feels are ñsafeò.  That is not governmentôs role  This County is literally the joke of 

the rest of the State. People are signing their kids up for sports teams that will host all of their 

games 10 miles away just to avoid the lunacy here Parents are having to choose between quitting 

their jobs to teach their children or pay for private schools to do so. This has gone too far. Please 

step up and show your constituents you are serving them today.  Thank you.ò 

Heather Schiek, 834 Emerald Oaks Court, Eureka, MO, 63025:  ñDr Page and St Louis 

Council Members - Data over the past two weeks has been encouraging! Kids need to be in school 

NOW! I have two teens absolutely just barely getting through virtual learning at home. My kids 

are A students and are struggling. Think about that for a minute. What about so many students that 

need services ? Our kids need their peers and social interaction. They need live teacher feedback. 

We need kids back at school and on the field. We can make decisions for the safety of our families! 

We are asking you to let us be the parent and let the school districts make the decisions on how to 

proceed. Kids also need to be back to their sports. All of them. What is the basis for these continued 

restrictions when other counties outside of St Louis are moving forward ?  Kids need exercise for 

both mental and physical benefit. This virus is not leaving us soon. We have to learn to live with 

it ! This is not a sustainable plan to keep everyone fearful when life has to keep going. We can 

continue to be safe and follow precautions.  Kids are ready to get back to sports without restrictions  

  



Journal of the County Council           Page 95                                       September 23, 2020 

Public Forum ï Continued  

 

based on contact. Many depend on scholarship opportunities which require games and stats to 

make that happen. They have been asked to deal with so much already losing some varsity seasons 

last spring and now AGAIN this fall. Time is ticking and YOU can change this outcome for them. 

Do the right thing. Today ! There is no more time on this matter. Please for them consider in your 

voting to allow St Louis County to open all sports not just 14 and under. Thank you!ò 

Glenda Olivio, 17234 Thunder Valley Drive, Eureka, MO, 63025:  ñDear Sam Page, 

Council Chair Clancy, and St Louis City Council, Please support REVISED Bills 175 and 176! It 

is our job and right as parents to decide what is best for our kids and whether or not they play 

sports, and the best way to keep them safe, NOT one politicians. Please help me understand how 

teams can play and have in person school just a few miles south in Jefferson County and west of 

us in St Charles County, but not in St Louis County? Does this virus know how to delineate zip 

codes? How are we the only county left in the state of Missouri not able to participate in 

competition sports. The data in regards to COVID-19 transmission and youth sports does not 

support the restrictions in place. Please explain how you can deem it safe to open playgrounds 

(which they should be), but not also consider it safe to play a soccer, softball, or football game in 

the open air, outside, with parents socially distant. Over 90 local pediatricians (including my 

amazing kids pediatrician) signed a letter which encouraged Sam Page to let kids play sports. The 

American Academy of Pediatrics also urges schools to get kids back in school and to sports. These 

doctors are in the business of treating kids and knowing what is best for them along with their 

parents. He ignored this advice. If we canôt take advice from doctors who specialize in treating 

children, then what are we doing. Please donôt make the same mistake. Listen to these pediatricians 

and let our kids play. As a physical therapist myself, I can promise you this is hurting them both 

mentally and physically! They need an outlet! They need exercise and physical activity with their  
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teammates. You are putting them at risk for so many other issues as well, all of which are widely 

supported by data. So I ask you what is the endgame? Lots of these kids will be of voting age very 

soon and I promise you they are watching and experiencing the results of your decisions. PLEASE 

make the right ones!ò 

 Karen Gudgeon:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council Chair Clancy and St. Louis County Council, 

Sam Page is oversteeping and abusing his authority. The order for school and sports that Dr. Page 

has in place is unacceptable, Every other county in the state is in school and playing high school 

sports without a death. The power one man has over citizens with no check and balances in place 

is a dictatorship. The parents should be able to choose what is best for our children. Dr. Page makes 

mandates without valid data and recommendations from experts including the CDC. Shame on 

this board for giving him the power and today you should do what the voices of the voters expect 

and adopt bills to reging in this tyrant. The future of our kids and their mental health depends on 

you!!!! Let them play!!! Thanks.ò 

 Carlye Bennett, Age 13, 17 Flower Hill Court, St. Louis, MO, 63122:  ñdear Council - 

Your rules are over-reaching and creating hardships on both kids and families. We need both 

school and sports now - not sometime next year. Thanks.ò 

Brian Olivio, 17234 Thunder Valley Drive, Eureka MO, 63025:  ñDear St Louis City 

Council Members, I implore you to please support REVISED Bills 175 and 176 to restrict the 

power of our county executive. No individual should have the ability to make such critical 

decisions affecting our community including our children's health without the proper checks and 

balances of a governing body. Dear Sam Page,With all due respect, it is our job and right as parents 

to decide what is best for our kids and whether or not they play sports. It is my job to keep my 

children SAFE, not yours. How can you receive recommendations from the CDC, AAP, and over 

90 local pediatricians on the importance of getting these kids back to school and sports and not act  
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on those recommendations? How are we the only county left in the state of Missouri not able to 

participate in competition sports. The data in regards to COVID-19 transmission and youth sports 

does not support the restrictions in place. Why are you including 19 year olds in the data, when 

that age group is typically college age? Not one child has died in Missouri as a result of Covid-19. 

Lots of these kids will be of voting age very soon and I promise you they are watching and 

experiencing the results of your decisions. PLEASE make the right ones!ò 

Jean Scotti:  ñCouncil gentlemen and women - I ask that you strongly consider passing 

REVISED bills 175 and 176, which limit our St. Louis County Executive Sam Page and the health 

departmentôs  ñemergencyò mandates,  requiring 2/3 majority vote by the council. As a parent of 

Rockwood School District children, I see the importance of in school interaction with teachers and 

physical activity for them to thrive. Our children should not have to unnecessarily struggle 

mentally and physically when there is not a high risk of illness to them, and the stats show this. 

Thank you in advance for your time and support.ò 

Daniel J. Blust, 4800 Moccasin Drive, St. Louis, MO, 63123:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council 

Chair Clancy And St. Louis County Council, Every Surrounding County is currently attending 

school and playing sports. Our Children in St. Louis County need to be allowed to play sports and 

the option to have in person school also. They are becoming depressed and our societies mental 

health is failing due to your unconstitutional mandates. Please reverses your extreme restrictions 

A.S.A.P. as the data simply does NOT support the actions. Our Tax dollars are being spent in 

surrounding counties as we speak and St. Louis County is missing out. Please be a good leader and 

mandate something that works for all of us, not just some of us.ò 

 Ken Widger, 1207 Iron Warrior Lane, Manchester, MO, 63011:  ñDear St. Louis County 

Council, Please support sub Bill 175 and 176, since checks and balances are critical to any 

government representing all of its citizens. Thank you.ò 
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 Emily Schoemehl, 642 Oakland Avenue, Webster Groves, MO, 63119:  ñDear Council 

Members, I have two high school teens who are competitive athletes. While they are grateful to at 

least be able to practice with each other in person, it is incredibly difficult for them to watch from 

the sidelines as their friends and rivals from schools outside the county boundaries compete in 

games. As the ENTIRE REST OF THE STATE participates in athletic competitions, our children 

are watching from the sidelines. This is unfair, it negatively impacts our teenagers mentally 

physically and emotionally, and it puts many at a disadvantage for college recruiting and 

scholarship funds. IT DOES NOT HAVE TO BE THIS WAY! Choose now to be brave, take a 

stand against politics, and FIGHT FOR THESE KIDS!!! Do what is right- not what you are being 

pressured politically to do! If people are allowed to go to bars, restaurants, churches, shopping 

malls, and all kinds of public places, kids should be playing games. They should be in school. They 

should be allowed to be kids. The council has yet to provide any data that supports the claim that 

youth sports competitions are responsible for transmitting COVID. In fact, the data that is out there 

indicates that numbers are overall trending in the right direction- cases are decreasing, and the 

positivity rate for age group 10-19 has decreased significantly. Youth transmissions are primarily 

occurring at parties and other social events- NOT at athletic events. We all know there are risks 

involved, but every single thing we do comes with risks. When the benefit and impact far 

outweighs the risk, without compromising public health, we want the ability to choose what is best 

for our children and families. One year ago very few of us knew who our county council 

representative or executor was. I can guarantee that is not the case anymore- and be assured we 

will be voting in the upcoming elections and for years to come. Many of these high school athletes 

will soon be of voting age as well. Please hear us and earn our vote. Please listen to science, data, 

and reason. Push to move STL high school sports to competitive games. Vote to approve bills 175 

& 176.ò 
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Barbara Kisakye, 1049 Bridlewood Valley Pointe, High Ridge, MO, 63049:  ñDear  

Dr. Page, Council Chair Clancy and St. Louis County Council, Let us remember why youth sports 

exist:  For mental, emotional and physical health /development. To keep them out of trouble. To 

provide children with discipline and focus. Curbs anxiety and stress while boosting self-esteem. 

To provide them with structured team dynamics (which is a skill that is not taught in any 

classroom). In the gloom of our current times, practicing and looking forward to playing games 

has kept my son and his team emotionally stable, mentally engaged and physically healthy. Since 

they are allowed to practice, I am failing to understand why they cannot play. I believe the 

detriment of not allowing St. Louis County schools to play sports outweigh the benefits. The 

transmission rates can be monitored as we move along the season and a decision can be made at 

such time to either continue or to stop playing. Lastly, there is a direct relationship between 

academic performance and physical fitness. Let them back in the classroom and let them play! 

Their mental and physical health depend on it.ò 

Melissa Miromonti, 807 Arbor Chase Drive, Wildwood, MO, 63021:  ñI am writing as your 

constituent to request that you support the substitute bills for 175 and 176. The abuse of power that 

is happening in St. Louis County right before our eyes is inexcusable, and as our elected officials, 

it is your responsibility to stop it. A quote from Sam Page ï ñWe strive to set a new standard for 

ethical government ï and we will be open and transparent so you can hold us accountable.ò Well, 

now is the time to prove that. We are tired of data manipulation, deflection of questions, conflicts 

of interest, and political maneuvers from the County Counselorôs office. Do the right thing and 

allow the high school athletes to play! We are not stupid and can see how you manipulate the 

presentation of the data to fit your narrative. Now that the positivity rate of those 15-19 years old 

has dropped significantly (7.4 percent) and is like those 10-14 (6 percent), I asked Sam Page to 

reconsider his restrictions. The response (copied and pasted) was paragraphs of anecdotal  
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information about cases in Jefferson County with sprinklings of data comparing ñpercentage of 

casesò in one age group to ñpositivity ratesò of another ï this is not the same data factor and should 

not be used in comparison! So, now is the time to see your transparency in action. First, take the 

19-year oldôs out of the data used to make decisions regarding high school students. This has been 

requested thousands of times. And it is deflected thousands of times as well. When you wonôt 

answer the question or clearly explain why, it looks like you are hiding things. Second, what is the 

benchmark you are using to lift restrictions? ñWhen conditions improvedò is obviously very vague, 

and conditions have significantly improved without any movement from your office to make 

changes. We know the virus is not gone, but we also know that high school athletics are not the 

major driver. You can tell all the anecdotal stories you want, but you will not be transparent with 

the data. High school sports have built in contact tracing, and the schools have been doing an 

excellent job with precautions and protocols. Do the right thing and vote for the sub bills 175 and 

176 ï especially you, Councilman Trakas. You say you support reducing the power of the County 

Executive. Donôt let politics get in the way.ò 

 Linda Durbin:  ñDear Council Members, You have to open up our county. You need to 

stop the strict restrictions that are hurting our businesses and citizens both financially and mentally!  

You are causing more harm than good. Bottom line, you have to trust that your citizens know how 

to protect themselves from this covid virus. We have been living with it for 7 months now. We are 

washing our hands, social distancing and wearing masks!  Let us run our businesses so we donôt 

become an unemployment burden on our community!  Let us continue to operate our businesses 

In a safe manner, but let us work!!  The mental stress you have caused by shutting down our 

businesses and life as we know it is taking its toll in our communities. Students are not learning, 

companies are going out of business, crime is at an all time high, and depression is setting in on 

the young and old! Please stop restricting our lives and livelihood! I live in your community, 

Councilman Trakas! Please do the right thing!  I voted for you to represent my family and I.ò  
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 Cory Ahlbrand:  ñHi....thank you for listening! Please pass REVISED bills 175 & 176 

which limits Sam Page & the health department's 'emergency' mandates, and requires 2/3 majority 

vote by the council. Thank you.ò 

 Debra Mayer, 2534 Grover Ridge Drive, Grover, MO, 63040:  ñHello. I am strongly in 

support of Bills 175 and 176 that limit the powers of our County Executive, adding the checks and 

balances that are critical to the residents of our county. Sam Page's actions over the past several 

months have demonstrated loud and clear the necessity these bills bring. Mr. Page has time and 

time again failed his constituents through his unilateral decisions. And yet, when asked to explain 

his decisions he vaguely cites data and refuses to go into further details when pressed. The 

hypocrisy being displayed by Mr. Page on JUST the matter of our high school athletes being 

allowed to compete is alarming:  use of a data set of 15-19 year old when that does NOT represent 

the majority of high school students, insisting that our high school athletes refrain from competing 

(which affects their mental and emotional well-being), and for those low impact sports not being 

'allowed' outside the county yet his own son competed in a race in another county, skewing data 

to support his own agenda. Those three bullets alone should be enough for you, the council 

members elected by the citizens of St Louis County to represent US - not to support Sam Page's 

agenda - to vote in favor of the bills which would limit his - and anyone who occupied the position 

following his term - power. That's just one example - there are countless others. Please do what is 

best for the citizens of St. Louis County; not what is best for your or Sam Page's political agenda 

but what is best for the people who elected you into this position. Our future depends on you. 

Please vote in favor of Bills 175 and 176. Sincerely, Debra Mayer, a concerned constituent and 

mother of two high schools students being negatively impacted by Sam Page on a daily basis.ò 

Phyllis Ernst, 12215 Bent Springs Drive, St. Louis, MO, 63122:  ñIt is time for St. Louis 

county to permit all county students to compete in the sports they have been practicing for.  And  
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also time to open up county schools for in person class attendance.  Students are losing valuable 

face time and need physical exercise for mental stability.ò 

 Michele Sweet, 2038 Long Castle Forest Court, Chesterfield, MO, 63017:  ñDr. Page and 

Council, My husband Ron and I have 3 teenagers. 2 at Parkway West High School and a Freshman 

at Missouri Baptist University. SInce March, we've been following all of your recommendations: 

ie, wearing a mask, social distancing, watching hands, etc....Our 18 year old son missed SO many 

things he can NEVER get back ie, prom graduation, and most importantly, saying goodbye to his 

childhood friends...... We've come to the place and have accepted this and are doing our best to 

move forward. BUT, it's been nearly 7 months.....IT IS TIME TO MOVE FORWARD. Yes, Covid 

is real, BUT we can't live in fear any longer. Let these kids start living their lives for their mental 

and physical health. Our 16 YO daughter suffers from severe anxiety and panic attacks. I can't 

even begin to tell you what it's like for her on a daily basis being STUCK in front of a computer 5 

hours a day. This has to end. NOW! Look at the rest of our state.....stop trying to control us. If 

someone wants to stay home, so be it. But for the VAST majority of the rest of us..... it's time to 

allow us to start living life again.....these "mandates and recommendations" will only further push 

our society into isolation and depression. Dr. Page, you say you are a public servant. Who sir are 

you serving? Controlling and serving are 2 completely different things!ò 

Lisa Ann Engel, 337 Honeysuckle Lane, Webster Groves, MO, 63119:  ñDear Dr. Page, 

Council Chair Clancy And St. Louis County Council, Iôm so confused by the recent statement not 

allowing high school athletics in just the county. Iôm a school teacher and this situation is hard on 

everyone, including students. Itôs hard to understand that 10 minutes further wear kids can plan, 

but here we cannot. Sports gives kids a positive outlet from school work. Not every kid thrives in 

the classroom. Many students show their greatness on the field. I wish and hope you can see all of 

this through a different lens. If we as parents sign a waiver then it should be let up to each family.  
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Please consider letting the kids just play. After losing an entire spring season itôs very difficult to 

be positive and let them do what they love.ò 

Ami Bryant, 1628 Ashford Oaks Court, Wildwood, MO, 63038:  ñDear Council:  You state 

that you are trying to keep our kids safe the data does not support your claim and the lack of 

transparency is ludicrous.  We are not asking for a lot... just the truth... specifics, not generalized 

statements or handpicked isolated incidents to support your claim.. REAL DATA... for instance. 

The real numbers (CDC backed) *0 deaths in Missouri for ages 0-19 *0.005% death rate due to 

Covid19 for ages 0-19 in US *123 deaths this years in this age group across US due to flu vs 92 

due to Covid19... and we havenôt hit flu season yet. (313 due to pneumonia NOT Covid19 related) 

*20.6% obesity rate in ages 12-19... But you are pushing for more screen time and less physical 

fitness. Pediatricians across the county can speak to the long term damage that is being done. 

*40.6% of the total 19,295 deaths in teens in 2020 are due to unintentional accidents... next you 

will be requiring all kids to live in bubbles... seriously, if you are worried about 0.005%, this 

category must rock your world. *19.2% of deaths in teens is due to suicide... so you decided to 

take away things like social events, school, sports and exercise to help increase depression, 

isolation and anxiety...*14.4% of teen death is homicide related.. You have made it so that kids 

are out of school and out of sports.. both huge factors in keeping kids from turning to violence.. 

*88% of MO schools are offering in person learning which accounts for 75% of all kids in MO.  

Funny how 90% of the 25% NOT back in school live right here in STL County. And yet the 

numbers (positivity rates, death rates and hospitalizations) continue to significantly decrease which 

demonstrates that kids playing sports and being in school are not the main causes of spread as you 

would have us believe. *Over 92 pediatricians in the county support this data and the return to 

sports and school. *CDC supports the return to sports and school. *The Sports Task Force supports 

the return to sports. It is clear you do NOT have our childrenôs safety and health set as a priority.  

Stop the madness and get the kids back to living.ò  
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 Edward and Veronica Lane, 15 Kings Crossing Court, St. Louis, MO, 63129:  ñDear 

Council members:  Please put a stop to the nonsense and misinformation associated with Covid-

19 transmission and county sports. The data is not there to support keeping kids out of school or 

sports. My son lost part of his senior sports and school year in spring. My triplet Juniors are now 

down the same path. The social and mental ramifications canôt be quantified, but the data from all 

3 of them attending private high schools can be. Check out Chaminade and Notre Dameôs case 

numbers and youôll realize how the County Exec and Council are overreacting. Please set aside 

your egos and power trip (especially you, Ernie Trakas- big disappointment from you last week!) 

and let the high schoolers play!  Theyôve been practicing and staying healthy! Learning takes place 

in the classroom AND in social settings, ie, sports fields with competition. By the way, our kids 

also want their parents cheering them on, so no funny business. Get this behind you ASAP! Thank 

you for your time and attention.ò 

Heather Windsor Burns, 844 JB Hunt Court, Ellisville, MO, 63021:  ñSeptember 22, 2020 

Dear Dr. Page, Council Chair Clancy and St. Louis County Council, Sam Page stated ñNo 

tolerance.  We strive to set a new standard for ethical government-and we will be open and 

transparent so you can hold us accountable.ò As the mother of three children living, learning and 

playing sports in St. Louis County I am appalled at the lack of transparency from Sam Page and 

Spring Schmidt.  In fact, I have no more tolerance for their lack of transparency.  Dr. Page makes 

restrictions without backing them up with data.  If he had the data he would easily provide it.  As 

of today, per stlcorona.com the numbers look good.  It was never the intention to eradicate this 

virus but to not overwhelm our hospitals. Our hospitals are not overwhelmed!  We have more 

knowledge of the virus and therapeutics to treat the virus than we did in March.  It is time to live 

with the virus and let each individual choose how they will live with the virus.  Same Page is not 

my childrenôs father.  In fact, my father is a medical doctor, a primary care physician for 50 years.   
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He has looked though all the data, has vast knowledge of the virus and has treated 1000ôs of 

patients over the years who have had virusôs and he believes that children should go to school and 

play sports. Sam Page and many on the Council are not doing their job.  I believe that the 

restrictions they have placed on us are Unconstitutional.  There should never be one with absolute 

power and it is time to have some checks and balances put in place.  I am holding Sam Page and 

the Council accountable for the egregious wrongs they have done to our small businesses and 

children.  The bills being introduced today by Tim Fitch and Mark Harder need to be approved.ò 

Stephanie and Paul Lancia, 15238 Isleview Drive, Chesterfield, MO, 63017:  ñDear  

Dr. Page, Council Chair Clancy And St. Louis County Council, We are parents of three boys who 

are suffering from the effects of COVID, indirectly. They stare at screens all day and have limited 

opportunities to socialize with friends due to county restrictions. They can work as referees on the 

weekends for other athletes to play outside of our county, but can't play themselves. Friends are 

playing. To give them lessons in politics and "life is not fair" seems to be the theme of our 

conversations. Missing the events of the spring was what we had to do for the good of all, and we 

did. The list of high school experiences won't come to fruition gets longer daily. But, there is 

something that we can do about school and sports. Many medical organizations have encouraged 

sports as well as in person schooling to combat the isolating effects of this pandemic and 

particularly the physical and mental toll that it is having on our children. Participating in organized 

and supervised sports would be a way to help our students to be a part of a team, work toward 

scholarships, socialize, develop leadership skills, establish relationships with peers and adults, be 

accountable, and exercise. In this unprecedented year, please give our kids the chance to play 

sports in a productive, organized, and supervised manner. Let's not take anything more from them. 

They need to get back to school and back to sports. (so they can get back to themselves!) Checks 

and balances are a cornerstone of our government and we feel like a unilateral decision is being 

made, so please support bills to correct this. Thank you for your consideration.ò  
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 Jennifer Korte, 826 Summit Glen Court, Fenton, MO, 63026:  ñSuicide. Obesity. 

Depression. These affect more teenagers right now during Covid than at another time in their lives. 

You just awarded $1.8 million to several organizations that work to prevent these issues. Playing 

high school sports is free (or almost free) for you and the county. As a doctor, you should 

understand the ramifications of your actions to reduce our 14-18 years old ability to play sports 

through their school district ï health issues, scholarship losses, educational inequities. Notice, I 

said 14-18 years old ï the age of high school students in St. Louis County. You are contributing 

to a national epidemic of teenage issues, not COVID. When I last checked, my husband nor I 

signed over our parental rights to you. Nor did we assign you Power of Attorney in making medical 

decisions for our children. Legally, you have no say in what my children can and cannot do. You 

are pretty much stating that we (my husband and I) are incapable of making a decision for our 

family. In a roundabout way, you are stating that we are unfit parents in that we are causing harm 

to our children by even thinking of letting them play sports. My daughter has been involved most 

of the summer with volleyball through clinics and a rec league. No issues of Covid since they are 

following the health checklist, wearing masks, keeping distance, no spectators. I know you donôt 

care what your constituents think. Just remember that we are taking our money (through buying 

gas, food, sports fees) to other counties, costing St. Louis County more than you care to admit. 

There are times in our lives when we need to admit that we were wrong and move on. You should 

do this ï admit that your decisions were based on information you had at the time, but the time has 

changed and you were wrong. Final note é ask your children what they think about your 

decisions:  - Do they think itôs fair that they can compete (with very little spacing between 

participants), but their friends cannot (who are most likely spaced out on the field) using data 

including 19-year-olds who are not high school students? - Do they agree that suicide, depression 

and obesity are growing amongst their friends? - Do they agree with being given opportunities 

(state competition, possible scholarships) when you are eliminating this for their friends?ò  
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 John Valenti, 138 Windjammer Lane, Wildwood, MO, 63040:  ñGood afternoon! I am a 

father to 3 and a soccer coach to many. I grew up playing soccer and went to college on a full ride 

soccer scholarship. All 4 of the boys in my family did. This was the only way we could have 

attended school with 6 kids in the family. My son is now in college playing for a private Division 

2 school. The season has been pushed to spring. He has worked incredibly hard to be where he is, 

and we are hoping and praying his dream is realized this year. I coach my high school daughterôs 

club team. These girls are all practicing for their high school sports as well as playing club soccer. 

There have been no Covid cases on my team, nor in their families. These girls want the opportunity 

to play the sports they love. Virtual school is not working. I see my kids sitting at their desks on a 

computer screen all day long. I see their frustrations when technology fails them, I see the boredom 

and sadness in their eyes and hear it in their voices, I see the frustration when they are trying to 

learn too quickly and they just arenôt getting it, I see that isolation from the last 6 months has taken 

a toll on their mental, emotional and physical well-being and I worry for them. Not because I am 

fearful of Covid, but because our kids are being used and have had everything, they have worked 

hard for being taken from themétheir sports, clubs, activities, GPAs, schools, confidence, self-

esteem and contact with their friends. This has been the hardest. Please vote YES to pass revised 

bills 175 and 176, to limit emergency powers of the County Executive. Put the kids first and above 

politics. The CDC and doctors locally and across the country support the kids going back to school 

and playing sports. Show our kids that you had their best interest when everything was closed 

down and that you have their best interest in opening it back up. Attending school and participating 

in their chosen activities and sports can be done safely. Keeping this shut down leads to suicides, 

self-harm, anxiety and depression, bed wetting, acting out and the list goes on. Please put our kids 

FIRST. Vote yes on bills 175 and 176. Best regards.ò 

  



Journal of the County Council           Page 108                                       September 23, 2020 

Public Forum ï Continued  

 

Kathryn Lawson, 1013 Summer Tree Drive, Ballwin, MO, 63011:  ñI've never so much as 

put a sign in my yard and last week I attended a protest at the county courthouse with a toddler on 

my hip. Please believe me when I say we the people of St. Louis County have woken up! We are 

informed and we are watching your actions very closely today. If for no other reason than your 

own political gain I strongly urge you to vote to pass the revised bills 175 and 176 to limit Sam 

Page and the health department's excessive mandates on our community. If you need more reasons 

to pass these bills here are just a few: keeping kids out of school and away from sports is 

underpriveleged discrimination, disabled learners discrimination and racist. Extracurricular 

activities keep children physically fit and away from the temptations of drugs and alcohol. Fewer 

kids in our county will have access to college as they will not be among those considered for 

scholarships. Both the CDC and the American Academy of Pediatrics recommend kids return to 

the classroom and more than 90 local pediatricians have spoken out against virtual schooling as 

the only option for families. More of our children will die by suicide than COVID-19 if this 

depressing way of life continues. You all work for us and not the other way around.ò 

 Allena Mitchell, 1210 Orchard Village Lane, Ballwin, MO, 63021:  ñThe sports ban 

means that my African American son cannot play football. He trained all summer and after school 

every day since August. Games were set to begin a couple weeks ago but they are now arbitrarily 

banned. Most Black kids in Missouri live in St. Louis County and City. Football is being played 

in predominately white areas with the same or worse hospitalization and death stats as St. Louis 

County, but my Black child is banned from playing. How is this legal? Have you ever heard of 

equal protection of the laws? We are reaching out to non-profit law firms that work to protect 

constitutional rights and we have a good case if this sports ban continues. I have a constitutional 

right to raise my child as I wish, and I cannot do that in St. Louis County because my government 

is illegally stopping me. I send my child to a religious school. Sports are an integral part of his  
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education there. The school teaches Christ-centered sportsmanship and competition is part of 

that educational process. This is my right to choose. I went to a very nice and peaceful protest 

near Sam Pageôs neighborhood. I was not allowed to walk up the street to show him my sign 

pleading to let my child play. Police put up plastic barriers far from Pageôs home with ñprivate 

street ï do not enterò signs. It is a public street. The police officers admitted that the public could 

walk a dog on the street, but not walk with a sign. Cars belonging to members of the public are 

permitted to drive on it. As soon as we left, the police took down the barricade and opened it to 

the public. The police told us that they were called in to work to barricade the street and keep all 

protesters off the road. They said they were being paid by the County ï not out of Sam Pageôs 

personal funds ï to keep people who wanted to exercise their free speech rights far from the road 

in front of his house. Is any member of the County Council willing to conduct an investigation 

of this illegal barrier restricting free speech and illegal use of County funds? Do the right thing 

and take back control!ò 

 Greg Bennett, 17 Flower Hill Court, St. Louis, MO, 63122:  ñDr. Page and Council -  itôs 

impossible to understand how you can continue to impose your restrictive mandate on our children, 

schools & small businesses. Apparently, every other County Manager in the State is not seeing 

what youôre seeing regarding Covid risks. Donôt you think that Parents & Business owners can 

make their own decisions regarding the most important aspects of their lives Without your Over-

Reaching Govt guidance?? Will you wait for Zero cases? A Vaccine?  What random number is the 

right one??? Your simply hurting our childrenôs education & mental health!ò  

Chris Hoffmeister, 16609 Green Pines Drive, Wildwood, MO, 63011:  ñDear Dr. Page, 

Council Chair Clancy And St. Louis County Council:  Your constituents continue to ask for 

accountability, consistency, and integrity from you. Please support any bills which provide checks 

and balances and prevent one person from arbitrarily dictating very specific details of people's  
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lives. COVID-19 is real, but numbers have been steady or improving for quite some time. Children 

are the least impacted, and we as a community have ways to protect the vulnerable. It is disturbing 

that a virus with a 99% survival rate has become the only consideration for making decisions. This 

myopic way of thinking ignores the significant damage that inconsistent and overly harsh 

restrictions does to the people you are supposed to be looking out for. This is not about everyone 

sacrificing together for the common good. If that was the case, casinos and bars wouldn't be open. 

One sport wouldn't be allowed to play while a similar, or clearly less dangerous sport would be. 

Practices wouldn't be OK if games aren't OK. Neighboring counties and their more realistic 

guidelines would be falling apart, not doing similar or better to St. Louis County. Spectators would 

be allowed to spread out in large bleachers as opposed to crowding around an ice rink window to 

watch their children. St. Louis County guidelines need to be relaxed or made consistent across the 

board. The County Executive nor the council can't make COVID go away by micromanaging 

people's lives until some of those lives are ruined. There are too many nuances you cannot take 

into account on your own. It's especially obvious one person cannot make those decisions. We've 

long been at the point where parents should be making decisions for their children, where adults 

should be able to decide for themselves what is OK and what isn't. It's overdue. The council is 

being urged by an unprecedented level of involvement in local government to do the right thing, 

and pass bills that provide oversight to one single County Executive. The same Executive who 

once said his time in office would be fair and transparent. It's painfully clear those were lies, and 

that Sam Page is a hypocrite. Something must be done, and it must be done now.ò 

 Traci Bennett, 17 Flower Hill Court, St. Louis, MO, 63122:  ñ I want to move to St.  Charles 

- your rules are over-reaching and creating hardships on these kids and families. We need both 

school and sports . What number are you waiting for? Zero cases??   Please be more transparent- 

itôs so ironic that your ads says transparency. Thanks.ò 

  



Journal of the County Council           Page 111                                       September 23, 2020 

Public Forum ï Continued  

 

 Tiffany Ilardi, 13241 Dartagnan Court, Creve Coeur, MO, 63141:  ñTo whom it may 

concern:  My son is depressed, he has played soccer nearly every day of his life and has finally 

made it to high school, made the team that he wanted, AND CAN'T PLAY!!! There is just no need 

to keep these boys from doing what they love, especially when it gets them out of the house and 

doing something they love.ò 

 Cary Johannes, 5308 Chatham Manor Court, St. Louis, MO, 63128:  ñDear Sam Page, 

Council Chair Clancy & St. Louis County Council, Kids should be allowed to play sports and be 

in school 5 days a week.  The data you are using is flawed & not accurate.  Use data for decisions. 

They have lost enough. These orders are not constitutional.ò 

 Bryan Savis, 624 Wyndham Crossings Circle, Des Peres, MO, 63131:  ñIôm a freshman 

football player and love being part of my team with awesome coaches and teammates. My parents 

almost didnôt let me play football because they were afraid I might get hurt. After much pleading 

they finally decided to let me play. My team has been safely practicing since early June.   We have 

all been working really hard and canôt wait to play in an actual game. I am very excited and really 

looking forward to playing in my very first high school football game. The hard work and effort I 

put in got me a starting spot on the team! I hope you will give my team and me the opportunity to 

compete in actual games. We have worked really hard and deserve to play games. It is not fair that 

other schools near us get to play but we do not. Please let us play!ò 

 Jennifer Woodson, Des Peres, MO:  ñTo Whom it May Concern - We are a dual working 

family that has been significantly impacted by virtual learning. I am unable to adequately perform 

my job from home given the demands of assistance with virtual learning for my 1st grade son. If 

my son does not go back by the second quarter my husband or I will be required to quit our job. 

Given the statistics of success at many schools within and without St. Louis County I ask that you 

reconsider the recommendation for virtual learning moving forward. In addition, I respectfully  
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request that you reconsider the decision regarding sports. This is a significant aspect of our 

children's life. We limit their engagement with other children during the pandemic with the 

exception of sports. Our organizations have handled this responsibly with no cases to date. This 

engagement with other children is critical to the happiness of my children and have noticed a 

change in their personality without it. I sincerely appreciate your consideration of the above.ò 

Suzanne Catarinicchia, 6103 Timberline Place Court, St. Louis, MO, 63128:  ñDr. Page, 

Council Chair Clancy and St. Louis County Council, Have you ever wanted something so much 

only to have it stripped away without a logical explanation? A majority of High School students 

have played an instrument, had dance lessons and/or played sports for as long as they remember. 

Everything they have partaken in led them to this moment of having the opportunity to continue 

in college. It is a proven fact that teenagers are less likely to indulge in destructive behavior when 

they are involved in afterschool activities. Since March 2020, they have been stripped of many 

opportunities. Yet, we continue to take away more without accurate reasoning. I am a parent and 

a special education teacher in St. Louis County. My job is data driven. Data must be accurate to 

diagnose a student with a disability, data must be accurate when conveying to families their child's 

progress and data must be accurate when I am planning lessons. If at any point my data is NOT 

accurate, I run the risk of losing my job. So why is the County Executive making life-long 

decisions without proving the accuracy of his data? Why are decisions made without discussing it 

with the High School staff and those directly involved? The decision to not allow all Fall Sports is 

based on information that is inaccurate and it has not been logically conveyed. I look into the eyes 

of my students everyday through a computer screen. They want nothing more than to be with their 

peers. They want to interact with each other instead of being placed in a virtual room for them to 

work collaboratively. Even parents are given the choice whether they prefer to have their child 

come to school in person or virtual. Why are parents not given the choice to allow their child to  
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play sports? We cannot live in fear by the what-ifs. We cannot make decisions based on data that 

is not even presented accurately. I still allow my kids to swim in the ocean knowing there is an 

extremely low chance of being bitten by a shark. I still eat raw cookie dough even though there is 

a low risk of salmonella. I need to be able to decide as a parent, if my child can play sports even 

with risks. I think about my son whoôs first word was ñballò. He has dedicated his life to soccer. 

Just like that it was taken away.ò 

 Marla Fastenau, 16746 Kingstowne Estates Drive, Wildwood, MO, 63011:  ñDr. Page and 

Council Members, Here we are again! I think a lot of eyes were opened after watching your charade 

of a council meeting last week. Remember, it was the one where you, Dr. Page, didnôt show up. 

Perhaps you were watching a cross country meet in St. Charles. I am curious as to what the new 

narrative is the week? Our overall positivity rate is below 5% so you canôt use that. The positivity 

rate in the 10-19 year old age group is down 41% over the latest 2 week period so that is not helpful 

to your narrative. We have all figured out that the positivity rate you kept referencing in the 15-19 

year old range averages out to about 1 positive case per day out of 5 total kids tested. Oh, and you 

still have not addressed the 19 year old college kids being in the data for determining when high 

school kids can return to school! Thank you to Council Members Fitch and Harder for introducing 

bills last week that would help reign in the authority of Sam Page. Thank you to Council Member 

Day for supporting those bills. No individual should have sole authority on so many critical 

decisions without the backing of a governing body. Council Member Trakas, I think we all were 

able to see politics at work last week in your decision and it was a shameful sight. Council Member 

Dunaway, it didnôt look like virtual learning was going too well for your children last week since 

they were constantly interrupting you with their computers in hand. You seemed to be having a 

hard time listening to the patron comments. Council Member Clancy, your behavior on the meeting 

last week was downright rude and disrespectful to your colleagues. You do realize we can see your  
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eye rolls on the video during the meeting, right? It usually happens right before your aggressive 

drinking from your soda can. Council Member Gray, PLEASE listen to your constituents whose 

children are suffering right now. Let your heart guide your decisions on what is best for the kids 

of our community. Donôt play politics. They need the voice of another strong woman to support 

them. Change is hard. Change requires admitting that what weôve been doing up to this point isnôt 

working and that itôs time to try something else. Itôs time for a change!ò 

 Angela Joneas:  ñHello Council Men & Women,  Iôm a very concerned mother of four who 

is seeing people of all ages in St. Louis County dwindle, and lose their livelihoods due to these 

continued ever-changing mandates that are put upon us. These mandates, which Page says are 

supposedly supposed to be keeping us safe, or actually doing more harm... and there is data is just 

not backing up anything that has been put in place:(  As of today St. Louisô positivity rate is 

BELOW 5%-this is great news and there should be an announcement from Page saying everything 

is back open-FULLY open! Iôm truly hoping that you all could PLEASE lift ALL mandates! 

***PLEASE vote YES for bills 175 and 176. My family and numerous others are IN SUPPORT 

of these! *PLEASE take away the mask mandates...allow us to FREELY have a choice!!! Case 

numbers are down and we all should be allowed to CHOOSE as a and adult and as a parent IF I 

want to or IF we want our children to wear a mask or not! -Where is the mask data-if they work 

so well, only one specific mask would be required for all, as Iôve never heard of a bandanna 

keeping away a deadly virus. *PLEASE take away the ñPhasesò for Sports..let ALL 

parents/children CHOOSE if they want to participate in sports... As sports are voluntary anyway, 

they should not be up to the government to decide! WE are in CHARGE OF OUR BODIES our 

Health! *PLEASE put pressure on superintendents to OPEN ALL SCHOOLS...the CDC has been 

saying for months that ALL schools should be open!!***Special Needs children especially need 

to be having IN person leaning. *PLEASE take away building capacity limits...let places of  
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businesses go back to full capacity! St. Louisans Are losing their businesses, and people are 

traveling elsewhere to shop and to basically live. *PLEASE Bring Back IN PERSON County 

Council Meetings! WE the people deserve to be able to sit in on OUR elected officials. Thank You 

for all you do!ò 

 Julie Duncan, 16325 Valley Oaks Estates Court, Wildwood, MO, 63005:  ñDear County 

Executive Page and St. Louis County Council, Thank You for your service to St. Louis County 

and its residents.  My reason for contacting you today is the youth sports mandate.  Please lift the 

restrictions on our 15-19 year old athletes.  These children are willing to take the necessary 

precautions for them to be able to participate in the sports they love.  Valid data and science 

indicates that sporting events are NOT primary arenas for the transmission of COVID-19.  It really 

is that simple.  #Letthemplayò 

Jenny Testa, 2001 St Clair Avenue, Brentwood, MO, 63144:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council 

Chair Clancy and St. Louis County Council, PLEASE reinstate High School sports in the St. Louis 

County area. These kids need to play. #letthemplayò 

Melissa Fruscella, 2568 Valley Oaks Estates Drive, Chesterfield, MO, 63005:  ñI am 

writing this email to express my concerns about St. Louis County and the restrictions that you have 

placed on its people and businessôs. It is time to open things back up! The data does not support 

your decision to keep this lock down in place. I have two boys who attend Lafayette High School 

and they both want to go back to school in person.  This has gone on far too long.ò 

 Cheri Pello, 16307 Valley Oaks Estates Court, Wildwood, MO, 63005:  ñTo the County 

Council, Iôm getting right to the point and quoting those in the top of their fields: Katherine Yih, 

a biologist and epidemiologist who SPECIALIZES in infectious disease, and Martin Kulldorff, 

professor of medicine, both at Harvard Medical School. In their own words regarding lockdowns 

and COVID-19. Full interview link below. I urge you to read it. Katherine Yih - "I don't think it is  
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wise or warranted to keep society locked downé With a highly contagious respiratory virus 

people ARE going to get infected. The virus will spread, quickly or less so, until herd immunity is 

reached. Instead of a medically oriented approach that seeks (unrealistically) to prevent new 

infections across the board, we need a public health-oriented approach that seeks to use patterns 

of the disease to minimize the number of SEVERE cases and death over the long run, as herd 

immunity builds up.ò ñIf the lockdown in our communities is lifted responsibly, and places where 

people congregate reopen, while the elderly and others at risk of severe disease and death are 

protected, infection rates will go up, but this will happen predominantly among younger, healthier 

people. With this approach, herd immunity will be reached more quickly than under 

lockdown, while minimizing the number of cases of SEVERE COVID-19 disease and death.ò 

ñWe need to be scrupulous about protecting the elderly and other high-risk groups. Others should 

be permitted to go about their business and keep society functioning.ò Martin Kulldorff - ñIf and 

when a safe vaccine is approved, it may not be able to protect us on its own, without the help of 

some immunity from natural infections. Children and young adults have minimal risk, and there 

is no scientific or public health rationale to close day care centers, schools, or colleges. In person 

education is critically important for both the intellectual and social development for all kids, but 

school closures are especially harmful for working class children. Kids have minimal risk from 

the virus, and it is sad that we are sacrificing our children instead of properly protecting the elderly 

and other high-risk groups.ò In short, these doctors know way more than this council and 

professionals you are getting your advice from. Focus on the elderly and high risk and let everyone 

else go about their lives. Let them Play! Full interview:   

https://jacobinmag.com/2020/09/covid-19-pandemic-economy-us-response- 

inequality?fbclid=IwAR0qzo2yGri0h9TgcFJ9muiGutuKdVx_xcDts8BNBd4_SH9EGPPJzBR8e

Wcò 
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 Lauren Brunner, 5 Ridgewood Road, Saint Louis, MO, 63124:  ñDear St. Louis County 

Council, We are begging you to please put politics aside and work on getting things back to normal 

for our children. Our five year olds should not be wearing masks to school. Our high schoolers 

should not be missing out on sports. Seeing pictures of kids living normal in surrounding counties 

and states is devastating. This needs to end now.ò 

Amanda Egli, 1033 Westmoreland Boulevard, Union, MO, 63084:  ñDear Dr. Page, 

Council Chair Clancy And St. Louis County Council, I have concerns with the government forcing 

individuals to wear a piece of clothing over their face for a few reasons. This is not only a safety 

issue when it comes to identifying people and keeping children safe, but it is not 100% effective 

in stopping the virus. If you can find some thing that truly protects from this virus, by all means 

make people wear it for a month for the health safety of the town. Forcing someone to wear 

something that not only does not protect them, but could cause more harm in some cases does not 

make sense. A piece of cloth gives a false sense of security, as it does not STOP this virus. Wearing 

a mask outdoors while having major allergy and breathing issues is dangerous. Forcing children 

to wear them for 7 hours during school is not only unrealistic and cruel, but unreasonable. We send 

our children to school knowing full well the risk. The number of those that are at risk are extremely 

smaller than the general population. We should be allowed to make our own choices when it comes 

to our health, and allow those that are vulnerable to utilize services (curbside, online, etc.) that you 

are asking others to use. We do not close down during flu season because there are people that are 

undergoing chemotherapy in our community who are at risk. Those individuals take their health 

into their own hands and stay away until the virus is gone. As selfish as some may think this logic 

sound, we do not tank businesses for the few. Making a mandate and not informing people that, if 

it is violated, they will have a misdemeanor on their record seems a bit shady. I appreciate you 

taking the time to really think this through.... are we really protecting people, or are we doing 

ñsomething for the sake of doing somethingò? Thank you. (317 words)ò  
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Beth Nelson, 814 Woodsdale Court, Ballwin, MO, 63011:  ñDear County Council, Thanks 

to council members Harder, Fitch and Days for doing the right thing and serving your constituents 

during last weekôs council meeting. I watched the entire meeting and quite frankly was appalled 

by the blatant game of politics that played out over Bills 175 and 176. It wasnôt a good look for 

most of you and as I am sure you have noticed, the actions of Mr. Trakas, Ms. Dunaway,  

Ms. Orrick, Ms. Clancy and Ms. Gray have ñwakened a sleeping giant.ò Here is my ask:  PLEASE 

LET ME PARENT MY CHILD! If I feel it is a good choice for my daughter to participate in a 

game she loves, why do you have the ability to keep me from making her dream a reality? Where 

does it say that you can keep me from being a mom? You will hear a lot about the ñdataò today, 

so I am not going to pile on in that area, but I will not allow my child to be used as a pawn in the 

Countyôs game of cat and mouse. The kids that you ñclaim to serveò are suffering and it is 

ridiculous that my rights as a parent are being stripped away. STOP THE POLITICAL GAMES. 

GET YOUR COLLECTIVE ACT TOGETHER. LET ME PARENT MY CHILD. LET MY 

CHILD PLAY.ò 

 Sue Weaver & the Weaver Family, 417 Claymont Drive, Ballwin, MO, 63011:  ñDear  

Dr. Page, Council Chair Clancy And St. Louis County Council, what in the Holy Heck is going 

on?? Why can't you work together for the better of the people of St. Louis County? I'm so 

exhausted from listening to Council Member's pettiness that I'd like to throw up. Are you people 

elected (other than Sam Page) to HELP citizens of St. Louis County? It seems as if you are here 

to pass your agenda. It's time to get over your selfish selves and let us get back to our lives. I'm the 

parent of a 2020 graduate and I watched you take away her senior year. It was heartbreaking to 

have NO prom, NO graduation and to have NO Spring Sports season. I will not let you ruin this 

school year for my next child who is currently a Junior. I'm an RN, a mother of 4, and a 

grandmother of 3 and I think I know how to take care of my family without any help from pouting  
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council members. This depressing state that you have left us all stuck in has grown so old. Please 

stop playing games while having council members take turns sticking it to the citizens. Ernie, 

Grow up. What is your problem?? It is time to Reign in the Power of Sam the All Mighty and his 

minions. Pass the new Bills now. Have a great day. Thank you.ò 

 Mindy Rinkenberger, 327 Pine Bend Drive, Wildwood, MO, 63005:  ñDear Council, I have 

3 students remote learning right now.   7th grade boy, freshman girl, and junior boy in the 

Rockwood School District.   Normally I would be proud that my kids attend Rockwood and 

thankful for the solid education they are getting.   I do NOT feel that way this year!   Parent Teacher 

conferences for high school were last weeké.the teachers know they have been set up for failure 

and their students have been set up for failure as well.   LET THE SCHOOLS DECIDE IF THEY 

CAN BE OPEN!    Take the power away from Sam Page and allow our schools to determine what 

is best for their students!   ALL 3 OF MY KIDS WANT TO BE IN SCHOOL! Thank you.ò 

Dan Watkins, 1231 Woodridge Trails Drive, Fenton MO, 63026:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council 

Chair Clancy, and St. Louis County Council:  I am deeply troubled by your restrictions on high 

school athletics.  Instead of being able to participate in structured, supervised activities like sports, 

our kids are left to do things like go to parties, smoke or vape, drink, etc.  These unsupervised 

gatherings pose a far greater risk to this young population than participating in high school sports 

- from damage to their health from smoking and or drinking, to driving under the influence, to 

spreading Covid at these unsupervised gatherings that are happening in lieu of being able to play 

sports. Please do the right thing and let these kids play sports.ò 

 Karen Friedhoff, 1150 Ridge Road, Wildwood, MO, 63021:  ñItôs time to stop the political 

games and give  St. Louis county residents their constitutional freedoms back! Page is an unelected 

person playing dictator and Trakas should be voted out of office! Do the right thing now!ò 
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 Rachael Crain, 12415 Somerset Place Drive #A, St. Louis, MO, 63128:  ñGood Morning.  

I am the mother of a 11th grade student athlete at Chaminade. I am writing to express my opinion 

of returning to sports. My son plays varsity football and I know that the boys and coaches are more 

than ready to get back to the season. Iôve read the Covid facts of the youth and community as well 

as Iôve watched my schools numbers. I am 100% for theses student athletes playing in their season 

now, not in the future.  Please #letthemplayò 

Michelle Marie Clemons, 2420 Boardwalk Place, St. Louis, MO, 63129:  ñTo whom this 

may concern, This letter is to inform you of my concerns as a tax paying citizen. I disagree with 

the county's decision to delay youth sports for children of ANY age. I would like to see all sports 

restrictions lifted and kids allowed to return to school full time. We literally opened 

PLAYGROUNDS yesterday, where thousands of young children will carry germs from home, 

daycare, etc. to and from one location to another yet our children can't play sports. This has to stop. 

If a playground is open, there is no reason to keep schools or sports closed. NO FURTHER 

DELAY. See some valid reasons below:  1. Lack of actual risk to student athletes in catching and 

spreading the disease. https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/29/health/coronavirus-testing.html How 

is it that students and athletes from St Louis City are bussed into St Charles County AND St. Louis 

County every day with apparently no risk to the student population? Furthermore, thousands of 

high school games have been played in surrounding areas and there has been no transmission from 

those games. Those kids are also attending school! Over 1,000 high school football games already 

played, zero reports of community COVID spread. 2. Increase in mental health issues including 

anxiety, depression, increased use of drugs, alcohol as a result of increased uncertainty and lack of 

control over their lives. Is all you have to do is ask any health care professional. This data is 

actually proven if you would care to do research. 3. Negative impact on ability of talented athletes 

looking to play sports at the college level, particularly for those student athletes in pursuit of  

  

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/29/health/coronavirus-testing.html
https://footballscoop.com/news/over-1000-high-school-football-games-already-played-zero-reports-of-community-covid-spread/
https://footballscoop.com/news/over-1000-high-school-football-games-already-played-zero-reports-of-community-covid-spread/
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athletic scholarships. This affects all athletes that want to be seen or have game video for coaches 

while most adversely affecting low income athletes where a scholarship is the difference between 

going to college or not going to college. 4. The Ban on Fall Sports negatively impacts ALL sports. 

If Fall sports are pushed back this will dangerously compress the flow between sports seasons for 

multi-sport athletes causing higher risk of injury from over-use. Additionally, smaller schools will 

be compromised further and may not be able to field their respective ñSpringò teams because 

athletes will be forced to make decisions of choosing one sport over another. Thank you.ò 

Heather Brown, 404 Hill Trail, Ballwin, MO, 63011:  ñWhy is this supposed ñemergencyò 

still an emergency with no evidence to support it? The data youôve given to support continuation 

of these draconian measures do not support them. Itôs evident you have already made up your 

decisions prior to hearing from the people in the county council meetings which contradicts the 

very definition of PUBLIC SERVANT. Resume IN PERSON county Council meetings so you all 

can answer directly to your constituents about these rogue actions youôre taking. You should have 

to look In 344 of your constituentsô eyes for 17 hours before you vote against the people. With the 

exceptions of Councilpersons Harder, Fitch, and Days, the rest of your actions and statements have 

been reprehensible, particularly in the last County Council meeting and in your public statements. 

Who are you to chastise or admonish THE PEOPLE TO WHOM YOU ANSWER? Sam Page, you 

should have to look in the peopleôs eyes instead of disinterestedly being on your phone through 

meetings or missing them entirely to attend your sonôs sports games all while thousands of other 

parents are unable to do the same due to YOUR edicts. Lisa Clancy, you should have to Look in 

the peopleôs eyes in person as you scoff at the Peopleôs statements and vote against the people on 

bills 175 and 176 rather than recuse yourself due to conflict of interest since your brother is Sam 

Pageôs campaign manager. Rochelle Walton Gray, you should have to look in the peopleôs eyes in 

person as you vote the party line against bringing control back from Sam Page, knowing that the  
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people you represent are not receiving CARES ACT money they desperately need. Kelli Dunaway, 

you should have to look in the peopleôs eyes in person as you disgustingly use your throne to 

admonish the people YOU REPRESENT rather than LISTEN to them as 344 constituents express 

their opinions. Ernie Trakas, you should have to look in the peopleôs eyes in person as you contrive 

bogus reasons to delay votes for bills 175 and 176 knowing you reviewed the bill prior and had no 

issues or concerns. We the people know Sam Page paid $60,000 to make your sexual harassment 

case go away. Was this your repayment? End these mask mandates, restrictions on sports, building 

capacity limits, and pressure placed in schools to stay closed NOW. Bring back bills 175 and 176 

and vote in favor of returning power to the Council rather than this one man dictatorship. This 

stinks of corruption. You can be removed from those thrones. Every elected official in Missouri is 

able to be impeached, and you are not exempt from prosecution.  WE THE PEOPLE are watching 

the actions you are taking closer than ever, and we will not forget.ò 

Lauren Hawse, 2793 Barrett Springs Court, Manchester, MO, 63021:  ñPlease read this 

letter in full. It does not matter if it is duplicated by others. If we were there in person, each of us 

would have three minutes to communicate this information and it would not matter if it was 

repetitive. Give each citizen their right to be heard. This request is for you to end the county wide 

mandate to wear masks, to lift capacity limits, end social distancing orders, end virtual education, 

restore youth sports, and vote YES on bills 175 and 176 today. We as rational, logical, adult 

citizens can decide for ourselves appropriate actions to take to keep ourselves and our community 

healthy. This virus has caused the death of 0.07% of people in our county. While each person lost 

is a tragedy, this number simply does not justify the type of mandates in place. We do not need 

mandates restricting our freedoms when our hospitals are not overrun and we have ñflattenedò the 

curve as you originally asked. Lift all mandates today and allow St. Louis county to heal from the 

hardships the mandates have caused. Thank you. As a pharmacist and concerned citizen, while I  
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have your attention, please read the following articles based on science and research not politics. 

Why cases are unscientific and illogical to justify lockdowns and mandates. 

https://lockdownsceptics.org/lies-damned-lies-and-health-statistics-the-deadly-danger-of-false-

positives/?fbclid=IwAR3OqucBFLpLOehNgSjO2bvstM6_SgE2HcDR-

XD6JFgPKpJIN2JLKt8Cop0 https://jacobinmag.com/2020/09/covid-19-pandemic-economy-us-

response-inequality https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=8UvFhIFzaacò 

Jennifer Herndon, 2350 Timberview Road, Kirkwood, MO, 63122:  ñDear Dr. Page, 

Council Chair Clancy, and St. Louis County Council:  This Sunday I will load my kids up in my 

car and drive 45 minutes for my sonôs club football game. Itôs a home game, and our stadium is 

located 10 minutes from my house in St. Louis County. The illogical and unnecessary restrictions 

currently in place in the county will force us to make the drive to play. There will be hundreds of 

families there, as the field is packed full all day long with kids who are forced to travel to play. No 

one will wear a mask. No one will be social distancing. Weôll all buy gas in Franklin County and 

eat lunch in Franklin County restaurants. You wonôt stop us from playing, but you will give up 

any ability to control the spread of COVID-19, which you claim to be so interested in doing. If we 

played our games in St. Louis County, you could at least impose reasonable restrictions such as 

masks and social distancing for the spectators. You will also drive business away from already-

struggling small businesses in St. Louis County. Weôll repeat this same routine for my sonôs 

football games every weekend. Next month, weôll start juggling in my daughterôs out-of-county 

volleyball games, with all of the same consequences caused by having to leave the county to play 

football. I realize we are ñlucky,ò as many high school athletes who donôt have the time and/or 

money to play club sports are being deprived of playing at all. If Page continues to enforce these 

restrictions through manipulation and lies about the COVID-19 numbers in St. Louis, and by 

completely ignoring the long-lasting detrimental emotional effects of not letting kids play sports,  

  

https://lockdownsceptics.org/lies-damned-lies-and-health-statistics-the-deadly-danger-of-false-positives/?fbclid=IwAR3OqucBFLpLOehNgSjO2bvstM6_SgE2HcDR-XD6JFgPKpJIN2JLKt8Cop0
https://lockdownsceptics.org/lies-damned-lies-and-health-statistics-the-deadly-danger-of-false-positives/?fbclid=IwAR3OqucBFLpLOehNgSjO2bvstM6_SgE2HcDR-XD6JFgPKpJIN2JLKt8Cop0
https://lockdownsceptics.org/lies-damned-lies-and-health-statistics-the-deadly-danger-of-false-positives/?fbclid=IwAR3OqucBFLpLOehNgSjO2bvstM6_SgE2HcDR-XD6JFgPKpJIN2JLKt8Cop0
https://jacobinmag.com/2020/09/covid-19-pandemic-economy-us-response-inequality
https://jacobinmag.com/2020/09/covid-19-pandemic-economy-us-response-inequality
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=8UvFhIFzaac
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the council must act to force a change. Allowing one man to act as a dictator over the county is an 

unacceptable delegation of power in a democracy. Time is critical for our fall athletes. Let them 

play, and let the parents watch. The fact that I am not even allowed to be on the property where 

my daughterôs cross country meet is taking place on Saturday is ridiculous beyond words. In 30 

years of voting, I have never cast my ballot for a Republican. Pageôs blatant disregard for the 

physical and mental health and welfare of our kids, and refusal to even pretend to listen to what 

the people of St. Louis County want, will change that come November 3rd.ò 

 Joan Hoffmann, 2305 Sandalwood Creek Court, Wildwood, MO, 63038:  ñDear Council 

members, I strongly urge each of you to vote YES on the two bills which will limit the power of 

Sam Page. They will be introduced tonight by Tim Fitch and Mark Harder. Refusal to support this 

bill indicates that you do not believe in checks and balances. Any one of you who votes no is 

against America. We will make sure your voters know. Our young athletes must be allowed to 

play. Our kids need to be in school. No child or teen has died of covid in Missouri. Yet you continue 

to lie to us that their lives are at risk. Why have these policies when children are the least affected? 

Why do you let Sam Page force five year-olds to wear a mask? You are inflicting harm on those 

who can't fight back. Know that adults will fight for them. Keep in mind that our youth will be 

voting age soon. They will not forget your name if you enable a tyrant to hurt them. Lisa Clancy, 

you stated that abortion is essential healthcare. What is essential for the children we have? Why 

are you okay with them staring at a computer screen for seven hours? Lisa Clancy, you think 

abortion is more important than our kids attending school in person. You need to re-think your 

priorities. Council members, we demand that you stand up to Sam Page and get our children back 

in school and back to sports. If you refuse, expect more protests. We are not going away.ò 

Michelle Growe, 12200 Wheatleigh Grove Road, St. Louis, MO, 63131:  ñI plead with the 

council to think independently, utilize the well-established county health data, push aside the  
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politics, and please get our kids back to school and back to sports. I see every day the devastating 

effects of the lack of social activity, the building negative mental health effects from virtual 

schooling and the lack of physical activity, and the combination of these factors weighing on our 

youth and their health. The St. Louis County health department has made public all of the COVID-

19 data for our population ï there is simply no other way to look at this data. It is compelling. And, 

these kids should be back in school and back in sports based on a very simple reading of the data. 

The supposedly secret data held by Sam Page and recently revealed by Spring Schmidt refuted 

many of Sam Pageôs own statements on COVID-19 in our region and clearly was a combination 

of a small numbers of kids and scare tactics designed to exploit the pandemic and somehow justify 

a politically charged decision to ban youth sports and keep kids from going to school in-person. I 

reiterate ï we are not trying to keep these kids from getting the virus ïwe are trying to keep them 

out of the hospital. The lack of health effects of COVID-19 on children/youth advocates for a far 

more liberal policies on youth participation in sports and school. Otherwise healthy children should 

be active, and they can be active even during a pandemic, and we as parents are comfortable with 

the negligible effect on their health from COVID-19. We are comfortable signing any appropriate 

waiver to release a school or sports program of any liability from our children participating in 

youth sports. In addition, the discriminatory effect of this policy is immediately evident and not 

being properly addressed by this council ï a council with individual members that claim to be 

representing the people and particularly the people of their district. It is sad to see the lack of 

concern for these population groups. I am committed to fighting for youth and these vulnerable 

portions of our population that Sam Page has not care or concern for. I call on this committee to 

join me in this fight and not simply be lemmings for Sam Page and his partisan, political policies. 

Letôs think for ourselves and get these kids back to school and sports.ò 
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 Sara Clark, 1340 N Berry Road, St. Louis, MO, 63122:  ñDear Council, I am asking again 

for you to please consider the bills being proposed tonight by Councilman Fitch to alleviate some 

of the decision-making power from the County Executive and put it back in the hands of the voters. 

This can be done by passing the bill which allows decisions to be voted on by the elected officials 

within the council. We live in a republic which means the decisions are made by the common 

citizens, and the citizens have spoken. Please act urgently on this matter. I understand that these 

are not easy decisions to make which means alleviating some of that responsibility from one person 

helps ensure decisions are made soundly and with the will of the people in mind. Unfortunately, 

this council has begun to develop a reputation of scandal and "playing politics" which can begin 

to be repaired by listening to your constituents and acting with integrity. While the main issue at 

present is the desire for our children to return to school and sports, the issues could very well be 

something different in the future and it would still be in the best interest of the county to have these 

issues voted on by the council rather than lie in the hands of a single individual. Additionally, I am 

again writing to you, pleading with you, to do everything within your power to allow our children 

to return to school and sports to help save the mental and academic health of an entire generation. 

The data shows this is possible when using safe mask wearing, social distancing and proper 

protocol. We know this is true - otherwise Skyzone, Wal Mart, Casinos and Bars (which all 

continue to remain open) would be spreading Covid like crazy. Thank you for your work on this 

most urgent and important matter. We trust you will all vote in the interest of your constituents.ò 

Lt. Commander Todd J. Simpson, USN, and Mrs. Julia Simpson, RN, MBA, 341 Country 

Club Drive, Ballwin, MO, 63011:  ñDr. Page and Council, We write this is support of our 4 children 

returning to school 5 days a week and encouraging you to #letthemplay. As a registered nurse I 

have been working in the field since DAY 1.  I know from my personal professional experience 

that it IS possible to utilize safety precautions (social distancing, good hand hygiene, utilize masks)  
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to prevent the spread of COVID-19. There is zero data supporting our kids continually staying 

home. YOUR ACTIONS AND CHOICES ARE DETRIMENTAL to our childrenôs mental, social 

and academic well being.  Look at the data from multiple districts and private schools that have 

successfully returned to learn.  Follow their lead.  Learn from their success.  DO WHAT IS RIGHT 

FOR OUR CHILDREN!  Stop putting your political agenda first. Itôs time to put our kids and 

families first.  Put kids back in school 5 days a week.  Let them PLAY! Thank you.ò 

 Lindsay Schertzer, Proud Resident of District 3, 32 Auburndale Drive, Creve Coeur, MO, 

63141:  ñI urge you to look at the scientific data and health of our youth. Our kids physical, spiritual 

and mental health is at stake with the current restrictions on schooling and sports. Covid-19 is not 

the only aspect of our health. Covid-19 numbers (data taken directly from stlcoronoa.com 

'cases_new_youth') shows that numbers decreased as kids went back to school. Our three children 

have been in school for five weeks, proving that it can be done safely. They are thriving. They 

were NOT thriving during the past lockdown. Please vote YES on the bills being introduced by 

Tim Fitch and Mark Harder. I've grown quite tired of the mandates, when our family and our 

family doctor can decide what is best for us and the community as a whole. Dr. Page has gone 

unchecked within the last 7 months. We NEED checks and balances. As Tim Fitch stated ñNo 

individual should fear oversightò. Get our youth back into the school buildings! Lift the restrictions 

on youth sports. Their spiritual, mental and physical health is at stake. All of this can be done 

safely, as data has proven.ò 

 Amy Nienhaus:  ñThank you councilmembers Fitch and Harder and Day! Councilmember 

Trakas, quit playing politics and do what is right for your constituents. Councilmember Clancy 

your comments and tweets are uneducated. The mental/physical health of St. Louis youth is in 

crisis. Restrictions on sports in St Louis compared to the rest of the State is crippling, dangerous 

and unfair to student athletes. Please consider that allowing games and tournaments are actually  
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the way to keep our kids SAFE. With Safety protocols, they are significantly more safe than 

cancelling sports, leaving kids to seek alternate socialization outlets and leaving these teens 

depressed.  1. Please put the decision to compete in the schools, parents and athletes hands, NOT 

in Sam Pages.  REDUCE HIS AUTHORITY.  2. Quit using 19 year-olds in data. Less than .0005% 

of High School kids are 19 in September of their Sr. Year. This pulls in College kids and mandated 

every-2 week testing is required in St. Louis at Washington University, SLU, etc.  3. Positivity 

rate in Teens is down 41% AND once again, they are not getting it through sports, they are getting 

it through congregating outside of sports and school.  4. ZERO cases documented in St. Louis of 

Athlete to Athlete transmission during competition.  5. National Assoc. of Pediatricians and 92 

Top St. Louis Pediatricians ALL support kids back in school and sports.  6. Page keeps saying he 

is relying on team of experts, NOT TRUE. The COVID Youth Sports Task force has openly said 

that Page is not listening and they are no longer meeting with him.  7. GOLF, is the most socially 

distanced sport, release them to play fully across the state and in tournaments, Again, you can be 

in a golf tournament of 500 players or 10 players, you still only compete against 3 at a time on a 

wide open golf course and never touch each other! Page released Adults to fully play all golf 

tournaments, why not Teens?  8. MSHSAA released all sports across the state. Let ALL SPORTS 

immediately start full competition including games, tournaments and out of region. Youth Sports 

safely played all summer, they already have protocols in place for safety.ò 

 Caitie Kaufmann, Registered Nurse, Coach, Parent of 3:  ñDear County Council, I am the 

parent of three children ages 11, 10, and 7. They have been fortunate enough to attend in person 

class at a private school since August. Since that time there has been 1 confirmed case of COVID. 

This student and his classmates quarantined for 14 days, and no other student, family members of 

any of the students, or faculty in the school developed COVID, despite being in a classroom with 

the positive child 6 hours a day for 3 days leading up to the onset of his symptoms. My children  
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have been playing hockey and club soccer for months now, without transmission of COVID to 

anyone at their clubs. My children are happy, active, and losing the extra weight they put on during 

the spring due to school and sports being postponed/stopped. This inactivity and weight gain due 

to isolation could have potentially lead to diabetes, hypertension, high cholesterol and depression 

in my previously healthy children had they not been able to get back to playing. My children want 

to compete, they practice for hours each week, and want to play actual games and tournaments in 

their county, as opposed to having to travel outside of our county and even state just to compete.  

Dr. Page recently reported 600 children were quarantined, however, the number he has yet to report 

is of the 600 children quarantined, how many tested positive for COVID. The fact that a number 

has not been provided leads me to believe the number may be insignificant. Again, raising the 

question of whether the County Health Department and Dr. Page may have quarantined up to 600 

healthy children who were never at risk of transmitting COVID, and using their unjust isolation to 

mislead the public into believing there is a great risk of COVID transmission in schools and 

athletics. As healthcare professionals, the only number that matters to determine high risk for 

transmission is the number of positive cases that developed post exposure and can be directly 

linked to a classroom or sporting event. Please provide data driven numbers of positive cases due 

to exposure in a classroom or athletic game or practice that is significant enough to justify Isolating 

children from the education they deserve, and the sports that they love. Until then, please óLet 

them play.ôò 

 Sean Kavanagh, 1339 Lockett Lane, Kirkwood, MO, 63122:  ñDear St Louis County 

Council Members - I am writing to ask you to reign in the power and control of the interim County 

Executive. Of 114 counties in the state of Missouri, 113 are allowing youth sports. Sam Pageôs 

own task force has recommended kids be allowed to play, as well as many pediatricians who have 

publicly supported kids be allowed to return to school and sports. His political motivations are  
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clouding his decision-making and he is not only not listening to experts and constituents, he is not 

being transparent. His most recent example of the football team in Jefferson County at 

Herculaneum High School, is completely irrelevant. It has been validated that those students 

attended a party and contracted covid there, not on the football field where precautions were in 

place. To that point, if these kids are not playing sports, they will be partying in basements, hanging 

out in downtown Kirkwood, and God knows what else. On the flipside, organized sports is your 

best bet for contact tracing. I know every coach, player, parent, grandparent, sibling, aunt, and 

uncle in attendance at all of my kids games. I would also challenge the hypocrisy and 

contradictions between high, medium, and low contact sports between kids and adults. How is it 

one sport is high contact for kids but medium contact for adults? The randomness of these decisions 

is frustrating to no end. Additionally, allow families, not just one single parent, to safely watch 

their children play sports. They need and desire our support as much as we as parents need and 

desire to be there, if not for any other reason than from safety sake. It is unconscionable to keep 

children from their parents. It is not safe and it is a disaster waiting to happen. Thankfully, my 

children are able to attend a private, Catholic school that has listened to medical professionals and 

has safely reopened. With that said, I am in full support of schools re-opening. The mental, 

emotional, and financial fatigue on families has a potential long-term impact that you are not 

considering. And while I have your attention, please do not even consider robbing these children 

of Halloween.ò 

Kristin Stapleton, 8015 Crescent Drive, Clayton, MO, 63105:  ñSam Page & County 

Council-Iôve lived in St. Louis County for 21 years. Iôve raised my 3 boys here. I would have told 

you it was a great place to raise a family until a few months ago when these unreasonable decisions 

surrounding our kids started. Our high school students need to be back in school and playing sports. 

You cannot justify a decision to deny them of this RIGHT when you look around and EVERYONE  
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else in the state of Missouri and the Midwest is playing. You have continually moved the goal 

posts in terms of what it would take to get our kids playing again. Two weeks ago you kept 

referencing high positivity rates. But when that plummeted you changed the measure and 

referenced other nonsense.  Your decisions do not make sense and are completely unreasonable. 

You say you are looking out for the health of our kids but your decisions are doing the exact 

opposite. Youôre playing with their lives and placing a huge mental strain on them.  These kids are 

more likely to get injured during a game than they are to get COVID. They are also far more likely 

to commit suicide than they are to be hospitalized for Covid. My son is a senior at Clayton High 

School.  He has played competitive soccer since he was 8 years old. He will be a 3 year starter on 

the Varsity team if we play. He has dedicated endless hours to soccer.  He is also a great student 

but he needs the outlet that sports give him to achieve success in the classroom too. Our athletes 

are following the rules. They need to be playing! A University of Wisconsin study looked at 90,000 

club soccer players who have returned to play with 45,000 training sessions and 6,000 games. It 

showed the rate of COVID among the players was far less than the nationwide case rate among 

the same ages. Both Michigan and Minnesota just reversed their decisions and are now moving 

forward with Football and Volleyball. They were ALREADY playing soccer.  Allowing your own 

son to run cross country while denying other high school students the same opportunity is 

deplorable. Do the right thing and let our kids play just like yours is doing.ò 

 Kelly Johnston, 135 Wyckcliffe Place, Saint Louis, MO, 63141:  ñDear Sam Page, Council 

chair Clancy and St Louis County council, Itôs time. Itôs time to stop pandering to the NEA and 

start putting kids first. Itôs time to be transparent about data without manipulating the numbers (no, 

19 year olds are not in high school). Itôs time to admit that the ñcureò has been far more harmful 

to children than the disease itself (not one age 0-18 Covid death in Missouri but suicides, 

depression, and drug overdoses in teens are exponentially on the rise). Itôs time to adjust mandates  
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based on facts instead of fear mongering. Its time to put Covid deaths in context (surely you saw 

the headline that more people have died in St. Louis this year from homicide than from Covid)?  

Six months. Thatôs the amount of time since we began the ñ14 days to flatten the curve,ò but nearly 

half a year later Sam Page has us on pause indefinitely waiting for a flat line of cases that may 

never come. Yesterday Alex Garza stated publically that the curve is flat (even in St Charles where 

school is open, all sports are played and masks are optional). Hospitals are no where near capacity, 

and deaths have dropped dramatically. With Sam Page continuing to move the goal line, when will 

we ever get kids back on the field (or fully in the classroom)? No matter how much he favors cross 

country, surely he must know that we cannot mask or mandate our way to the Covid case finish 

line. Covid cases (in all age groups) are part of the new normal. Protecting the lives of the 

vulnerable can and MUST be done without continuing to rob our kids from living. Itôs time to turn 

the page. Itôs time for the council to act. Let them learn. Let them play. Let them get back to life. 

Itôs past time.ò 

Don Lewis, 403 Joe Avenue, Kirkwood, MO, 63122:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council Chair 

Clancy And St. Louis County Council, Let Them Play! Thank you.ò 

 Marie "Lisa" Scott, 414 Baker Avenue, Webster Groves, MO, 63119:  ñDear Honorable 

Members of the St. Louis County Council, I am writing to request that you reconsider any and all 

bills to limit emergency powers of the county executive to no more than 15 days. Unchecked 

emergency powers strip the council of their power. No emergency should extend longer than two 

weeks. During that time, a majority of the council can get it together to agree on the direction the 

county needs to go. We do not have a dictatorship, and the council should not yield to one. The 

council should require a 2/3 vote to approve emergency powers for the county executive to extend 

emergency powers past 15 days. I am further concerned that kids in St. Louis County are being 

forbidden from playing team sports like football, soccer, volleyball and hockey. This prohibition  
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is unnecessary. Kids do not get severe cases of covid. Not a single teen or child has died from 

covid in St. Louis County. The statistics being presented by the county executive and the director 

of health to support this prohibition are faulty and cherry-picked to deny kids their sports. St. Louis 

county press releases and subsequent media invoking five ñclustersò of teen covid from 

Herculaneum have disappeared after it was revealed that the teens attended a party together. Sports 

did not cause the covid to spread, an unsupervised teen party did. Calling individuals clusters is 

disingenuous language, and Herculaneum isnôt even in St. Louis County. A September 18 press 

release referred to football limitations because football players spit and yell. If football remains in 

St. Louis County, the county can enforce safety guidelines. If the players spit and yell, they can be 

removed from the game. Bench them for bad behavior. Hold them individually accountable for 

their actions, and it will cease quickly. Kids want to play and theyôll follow the rules. Donôt punish 

the innocent. Some St. Louis County teams are electing to play games outside the county 

boundaries while others are prohibited from travelling. Why should less privileged kids in St. 

Louis County be denied the opportunity to play sports outside St. Louis County when the County 

Executiveôs son was allowed to run in an event in St. Charles County? You are unnecessarily 

withholding athletic scholarship opportunities from less advantaged teens who canôt compete with 

those from the rest of the state who are allowed to play. Therefore, Dr. Page and the county council 

that supports him are denying higher education for disadvantaged youth. This must stop. Thank 

you for your consideration.ò 

 Tim Holderle, 3027 Stony Ridge Court, St Louis, MO, 63129:  ñDear Dr Page, Council 

Chair Clancy, County Council, It's obvious the covid mandates are accomplishing nothing good. 

Jurisdictions from counties to entire countries have proven that those with mandates fair no 

differently than those without. It's time to let people, businesses, schools and lives return to normal. 

The virus will run it's course. The impact on business (I haven't spent one dime in St Louis county  
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since April 1) and families has been huge. No one is weighing the emotional impact of loss of 

income, loss of social gatherings (schools, churches, community events) and disruptions in the 

name of a virus than impacts well under 1% of the population. Emergency orders and mandates 

must be dropped immediately.ò 

 Dawn Friedmann:  ñHello Council Members, I live in the 6th District and usually do not 

get involved with government meetings.  I felt I had to get more involved with these meetings 

because the arbitrary decisions being made by one person are affecting thousands of people.  In 

the beginning I followed all the suggestions-wear gloves, donôt go out unless totally necessary, 

wash your groceries etc.  I lived in fear of the unknown for weeks and watched my children being 

afraid as well. I believe being cautious was the right thing until there was a better understanding 

of the VIRUS.  I have lost income from both of my jobs that I worked to support my family. In the 

spring Schools became virtual -  I watched how this was implemented and the effects on how and 

what my children were learning.  I was patient in the spring.  Now we know so much more, the 

facts are bold and the mandates are unwarranted.  Everyone involved in ñreporting the numbers ñ 

has admitted to practices that show we canôt use them because they are inflated.  As a business 

major that loves numbers, I also understand how numbers can be manipulated.  The entire county 

is being manipulated to be fearful and become dependent on the government.  The rules are 

arbitrary and do not apply across the board in any kind of standard.  These young adults need to 

be allowed to get back to being normal.  Going to school is normal sitting in front of a screen all 

day is not healthy.  They need to be in school with hands on experiments and face to face learning.  

They need to be able to exercise and be a part of their teams. My children have all been heavily 

involved in organized events since they were small.  What they learn by being a part of a team is 

so much more than ñwinning ñ a game.   Obviously you all feel the same way because you are 

allowing your children to exert energies on the sports they love.  Why is it ñsafeò to practice but  
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not to play games ?  Why is it safe to practice but parents canôt stay to watch those practices or 

games ?  I know when I had small children (my youngest is approaching 18) I would not leave 

them at a practice.  This is absurd in todayôs world of sex trafficking and child molesters.  One or 

two adults can not keep 10-20 children safe. It takes a village.  Let parents do their job and protect 

their families.  I believe parents can do what they are comfortable with in regards to social 

distancing.  I have friends that sit 10 feet apart and I accept that. I also have friends that sit across 

the table from me and share a meal. I donôt believe we need the government to overreach into our 

personal lives and make those decisions for us.  Give us reliable data and we can make those 

choices for ourselves and our families.  Enough with the mandates!  Get our economy back to 

work!  Get our children back to school and LET THEM PLAY!ò 

Conner Cave, 15 years old, 11734 Larkridge Lane, St. Louis, MO, 63126:  ñDear Dr. Page, 

Council Chair Clancy And St. Louis County Council, i wanna go to school so i can be with my 

friends and actually learn something. i want to get back to playing hockey because i hardly leave 

my house anymore to do anything else. Thank you.ò 

 Michelle Franke, 562 Ballas Park Drive, St. Louis, MO, 63122:  ñHello, I strongly support 

the bills put forth by Tim Fitch and Mark Harder. These bills provide much needed checks and 

balances to our country executive. One person should not be allowed to create restrictions that 

affect our schools, sports, businesses and families without oversight from our elected councilmen 

and council women. If the restrictions are truly warranted, the county executive should have no 

issue gaining majority support. Thank you for your consideration.ò 

 Laura Reis:  ñDear County Council & Dr. Page, I cannot believe I am in a position to be 

that person writing a letter to you, yet here we are. I am a parent of a Senior and am of course 

beyond devastated. While I know sports aren't the end all be all, for teenagers they are a BIG part 

of their social, physical and mental health. I had my son quarantine, made him stay home and not  
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socialize, didn't have friends over, didn't go on a big vacation, etc. Our family has stuck to the 

requirements. He is, THANKFULLY, in school 5 days a week at Lutheran South. We are thankful 

for their work to make IN PERSON school a reality. We are continuing the work at home to keep 

our son away from large social gatherings. He is not attending parties on the weekend, he is not 

socializing like most high schoolers in other counties, but FOR WHAT??? While I'm thankful he's 

getting the education he needs now & for the future, he is missing a key component to his mental 

wellbeing. He has been playing soccer since he was in first grade. HIS goal (not ours!) has been 

to play in college. I have NO WORDS that make sense to explain why this is happening. No words 

that make sense to explain why he can't play. I am his parent. I have spent 17 years looking out for 

him. 17 years making sure he was healthy, safe, vaccinated, cautious, etc. I will continue to be his 

parent & look out for him. I'd like to do that by allowing him to play the game he's been working 

on these past 12 years. While I do believe in the seriousness of COVID, I do not believe his playing 

soccer would be detrimental to this pandemic. Thank you for your effort & your time in reading 

this letter. I can't imagine the situation you're in, but sometimes standing your ground ISN'T what's 

best for the greater good.ò 

Erin Klippi, 33 E. Jackson, Webster Groves, MO, 63119:  ñGood evening, I would like to 

strongly urge the council to support bills being introduced by Council members Mark Harder and 

Tim Fitch. It is imperative that the children in St. Louis County be able to return to in person 

learning and extracurricular activities both sports and clubs at all ages. The current lack of any 

oversite to County Executive Sam Page's executive orders regarding the pandemic is discouraging 

the area school districts return to quality in person education. The unsupervised orders of Sam 

Page, with shallow data to support them, are continuing to widen the education and economic gap 

of the Counties most vulnerable citizens, in particular those citizens of color. It is absolutely 

imperative for the wellbeing of the County youth population that the Council chooses to provide  
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more oversite in Emergency Orders to ensure that the fate of our citizens is not left in the hands of 

one official. Thank you.ò 

Valarie Johnson:  ñI have been a St Louis county resident for seven years. I urge ALL of 

you to pass the REVISED bills 175 and 176 today to limit ñemergencyò mandates put forth by 

Sam Page and the health department without a 2/3 majority vote of the council members. I am 

proud to know my councilman, Mark Harder is in favor of these bills. Obviously he is listening to 

the citizens he represents. With school aged children, it is imperative we have fact-based decisions 

being made on their behalf by those men/women whom were elected by us, the people of this 

county, not strictly ONE person with complete control. I also do not understand why the age 

grouping for high school students is 15-19 years old, when most high school students are 14-18 

years old. The COVID data should NOT include 19 year old students when making decisions 

regarding high school sport closures or attendance. The data for them is irrelevant. I am sure the 

public health department has the capability to amend this data and present a clear and accurate 

depiction of high school students. I urge you to reconsider this grouping immediately. Finally, as 

for the 173 million dollars of relief funds awarded to the county, I believe those funds should be 

distributed based upon population of each district and not the sole discretion of Sam Page and his 

preferences. Stand up for the district you represent. Show your voting citizens that you are listening 

and have their best interests in mind when voting and making decisions that directly affect their 

children, businesses and livelihood. After all, we are ñall in this togetherò, right?ò 

 Heather L. Limoges:  ñCouncil Members-I will keep this short.  I do not live in St. Louis 

County any longer and for that, at this current moment in time, I am thankful.  You see, I have 

athletes who are actually playing.  My daughter is cheering and my son is playing football.  No 

Covid spikes. What is happening to all the St. Louis County families is disgusting.  So the only 

thing I will ask of you is simply thiséshow your data!  If you all feel so strongly about this  

  



Journal of the County Council           Page 138                                       September 23, 2020 

Public Forum ï Continued  

 

mandate, there should be data to back it up.  That is all anyone is asking for. To earn the trust of 

the people who put you in the position you are in, you need to be able to back up what you 

mandated. I watched the last council meeting.  One council woman told half truths about catholic 

school closures (TEMPORARY for cleaning) to fit what she needed it to fit.  A half truth is a 

whole lie. Please do not disrespect anyone by continuing to lie either with half truths or omission.  

Both are equally wrong.  Show the data. Thank you.ò 

Mary Pat McCandless, 839 Barbara Ann Lane, Ellisville, MO, 63021:  ñTo whom this may 

concern, I am writing today to urge you to vote in favor of bills 175 and 176-removing unlimited 

power from the health department and Sam Page! The power belongs to us, the people- moms and 

dads! Please lift all mandates! No more masks- they donôt work! Let all children PLAY SPORTS 

IF THEY CHOOSE TO DO SO! NO MORE SCHOOL CLOSURES! Let ALL schools meet in 

person for classes! No building capacity limits...let all businesses go back to full capacity!! Let us 

live our lives...especially OUR CHILDREN! Thank you.ò 

Ben Holman, 2718 Covington Place Estates, St. Louis, MO, 63131:  ñDear Members of 

the County Council, I am again writing to strongly encourage you to make every effort to give our 

high school-aged kids the opportunity to play competitive sports this fall. As a proud Clayton 

graduate who went on to play football in college, I truly understand and appreciate the work these 

athletes have put in and the severe disappointment they are undergoing during these difficult times. 

Denying our children the ability to play will cost so many families significant scholarship dollars 

and college opportunities, increase mental health damage to our youth, and for those high school 

senior athletes not going on to play collegiate sports, they will lose their last opportunity to 

compete & play the game they love with their friends. This is all damage that, once inflicted, 

cannot be undone...opportunities and dollars that are lost forever. That said, please be clear that 

this impacts thousands of high school fall sport athletes significantly (like my son who is a 14 year  
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old freshman soccer player at John Burroughs), not just our seniors and aspiring collegiate athletes, 

For further consideration, my 13-year old daughter has now played 2 club soccer tournaments in 

St. Charles County and her team had their first game in St. Louis County (Sportport Complex) this 

past weekend. During all contests, players, parents, coaches and officials all were thoughtful and 

respectful of one another before, during and after the competition. As of this writing, we have still 

heard of NO TRANSMISSION OF COVID-19 at either the athlete, parent, or coaching level and 

we have spoken to many of the families we competed against during these 7 games. And as you 

know, closing down competition in St. Louis County drives teams out to other counties where 

significant dollars are spent at those restaurants and stores...dollars that once went into the pockets 

of our friends and neighbors here in St. Louis County (and tax dollars that went to our 

municipalities). These dollars are critical to so many of your constituents...the dedicated owners 

of businesses in our community...now more than ever. Please consider all of the above and make 

sure you have fully-substantiated, competition-specific data that truly rationalizes the significant 

damage being done to our children, our community and our local businesses. Otherwise, it is a true 

shame to not at least try to move forward. #LetThemPlayò 

 Renee Ryterski, 2194 Pardoroyal Drive, St. Louis, MO, 63131:  ñDear County Council, I 

am urging you to allow schools to resume some level of in classroom instruction. This is an 

important time academically and socially for high school students and I want my daughter to be 

college ready and able to compete with students throughout the state. Also, please approve bills 

175 & 176 and do what's right for your constituents. Let the kids who want to play, play and 

compete. Let these kids showcase their talents for scholarships. Let these families have the 

memories they deserve. Let families decide. Help get coaches, janitors, and referees back to work 

and using their talents. Give our local economy a chance to recover. My daughterôs coaches and 

school district take the pandemic seriously and so should each family and if they disagree, then  
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their family can choose to not participate. At Parkway South, all players have returned and have 

been practicing since August. The team also has a huge freshman roster. They are wearing masks 

at practice, taking temperatures, and following all other preventive measures. Please let them get 

a few competitions in this season! This is a once in a lifetime opportunity for many of these student 

athletes. The skills learned from competition....confidence, dedication, teamwork, collaboration 

and more are skills they can use all their lives. Thank you for listening.ò 

 Andrew Berger, 2336 Maybrook Lane, St. Louis, MO, 63122:  ñCounty Council, Please 

pass any bill that serves to limit the powers of our county executive. We need smaller government, 

not more arbitrary oversight. Iôd also like to voice my support for getting St. Louis County kids 

back to full time, in-person schooling as well as back on the playing field. Let them learn and let 

them play. Life is full of risks. It should be up to parents to decide what risk they are willing to 

take. That is not the place of local government. While your intentions may have started in the right 

place, the data is not in support of your arbitrary mandates. Let the kids compete and let the parents 

watch, just as we have been doing since May, while traveling outside of St. Louis County for club 

sports (without incident). As a county taxpayer, Iôd prefer to keep tax revenue in the county I 

reside. Stop encouraging us to spend money in surrounding counties while St. Louis County 

businesses suffer.ò 

 Terry Huffman, 4366 Tavistock Circle, St. Louis, MO, 63129:  ñThis letter is to inform 

you of my concerns as a tax paying citizen. I disagree with the counties decision to delay youth 

sports for children of ANY age, and the kids MUST go back to School and go back to sports 

NOW!! NO FURTHER DELAY. See some valid reasons below. 1. Lack of actual risk to student 

athletes in catching and spreading the disease. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/29/health/coronavirus-testing.html  How is it that students and 

athletes from St Louis City are bussed into St Charles County AND St. Louis County every day  
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with apparently no risk to the student population? Furthermore, thousands of high school games 

have been played in surrounding areas and there has been no transmission from those games. Those 

kids are also attending school! Over 1,000 high school football games already played, zero reports 

of community COVID spread.  2. Increase in mental health issues including anxiety, depression, 

increased use of drugs, alcohol as a result of increased uncertainty and lack of control over their 

lives. Is all you have to do is ask any health care professional. This data is actually proven if you 

would care to do research.  3. Negative impact on ability of talented athletes looking to play sports 

at the college level, particularly for those student athletes in pursuit of athletic scholarships. This 

affects all athletes that want to be seen or have game video for coaches while most adversely 

affecting low income athletes where a scholarship is the difference between going to college or 

not going to college.  4. The Ban on Fall Sports negatively impacts ALL sports. If Fall sports are 

pushed back this will dangerously compress the flow between sports seasons for multi-sport 

athletes causing higher risk of injury from over-use. Additionally, smaller schools will be 

compromised further and may not be able to field their respective ñSpringò teams because athletes 

will be forced to make decisions of choosing one sport over another. Thank you.ò 

 Susan and Trey Luina, Chesterfield, MO, Children:  Mary, Ursuline Academy sophomore 

Rory, Sacred Heart 8th grader, Catherine, Sacred Heart 4th grader:  ñGood morning, Parents of 

high school athletes, as should ALL concerned and educated citizens, will be looking forward to 

hearing how the County Council plans to end Sam Page's unconstitutional dictatorship over  

St. Louis County. We are under the impression that two new bills will be introduced tonight 

limiting his (again, blatantly unconstitutional) tyranny over St. Louis, and my family and I 

wholeheartedly support the cause. Please stand up and do the right thing. We will be anxiously 

waiting for freedom to prevail, one step at a time.ò 
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 Johanna Beaudean, Wildwood:  ñSt. Louis County Council Members:  I need your swift 

follow through on these items.  1. PLEASE vote YES for bills introduced by Harder and Fitch 

(replacement to bills 175 & 176 to remove unlimited power from the health department and Sam 

Page! I sincerely hope you are all taking your elected posts seriously & have shown up ready to 

vote tonight. If you havenôt I will be campaigning against you in your districts for your opponents 

when the time). 2. St. Louis County doesnôt need to be a ñnanny stateò. Lift the mandates. *NO 

mask Mandates *NO more ñPhasesò for Sports-let ALL children participate in voluntary sports 

based on the decision of each individualôs family *NO building capacity limits...let places of 

businesses go back to full capacity *Quit bullying school superintendents-Follow CDC & state 

that ALL schools should be open***Special Needs children especially need to be having IN person 

leaning. 3. Where are the published minutes and records from Cora Faith Walker & the CARES 

ACT BOARD? I want to see the accounting of the dollars spent, who has requested & been denied, 

or received funding, what criteria is used for decisioning, and what is the plan, line by line, dollar 

by dollar for what will be spent & where before the end of this year. We the tax payers do not want 

to be surprised. If you think we are overreacting about schools, sports & $ spent on a sleezy Council 

person Trakasô harassment lawsuit, just wait for the wrath of the taxpayer when we learn how you 

truly intend to waste the $ you have been sitting on for months!!!! Thank you.ò 

Kat Zervas:  ñIt is with a sad and angry heart that I am writing this to you.  I appreciate 

being a St. Louis County resident.  I no longer have children in High School sports but have 

grandchildren in Youth Sports and believe this current agenda of Sam Page is extreme, narrow 

minded, and one sided.  He totes his agenda purpose is to protect the children.  I must whole-

heartedly disagree with some authority.  I am a mental health nurse for over 25 years.  Covid-19 

will not be a pandemic forever but the repercussions of social isolation being forced upon our 

youth will have lasting and potentially lifelong effects.  That is simply being ignored.  How can  
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you stand on a platform and suggest that isolating kids is for the greater good and not equally 

discuss the increase in youth suicides and increase in depression and anxiety which CAN be 

directly related to these restrictions?  You use the word ódeathô that could potentially result from 

an exposure to Covid-19 to create fear and impose compliance yet statistics are showing death is 

simply not happening in this groupéébut suicide is real.  It is happening!  Children cannot always 

articulate themselves and their feelings nor feel they have any power to do so which is way parents 

and grandparents are speaking up.  Suicide, depression and anxiety are at an all-time high among 

our youth since Covid-19.  For just a moment I ask you to simply put your personal agendas aside 

and as yourself these questions?  How has the restrictions brought upon us by Sam Page, affected 

you personally?  Your ability to do your job, your family dynamics?  Then think of how this must 

be affecting your child, our youth as a whole?  They are being robbed of some of their youth 

experiences.  For many, this is traumatic!  Lastly, I have deep concerns watching Sam Page address 

the public using terms which are likened to a dictatorship.  He now addresses the people of  

St. Louis County repeatedly reminding them that he alone makes the rules.  He knows what is best 

and no one should have any oversight of his opinions, authority and/or mandates.  I am frightened 

for our youth and for the people of St. Louis County under Sam Page.  Please save our children!  

Let them go to school and Let them play!ò 

Sam Berger, 2336 Maybrook Lane, St. Louis, MO, 63122:  ñI am a Freshman at St. John 

Vianney High School, and I am on the football team. We have been working hard to get in shape 

since June, and I donôt want our hard work to be for nothing. Weôve been learning plays so we can 

compete. We want to play. We deserve to play. We are careful at practice. Our coaches take our 

temperature on the way into practice and ask us a few questions to make sure we are feeling well. 

We have been doing this for months and no one has gotten sick. Please, let us play.ò 
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 Paula Scot, 804 Rauscher Drive, Ballwin, MO, 63022:  ñLet them play!!ò 

Rebecca Prange, 17242 Portland Cove Lane, Wildwood, MO, 63038:  ñDear Dr. Page, 

Council Chair Clancy and St. Louis County Council, I am writing you today to urge you to vote 

in favor of bills 175 and 176. These bills represent what makes our country stand apart from other 

countries in the world. We are a democracy: a government by the people in which the supreme 

power is vested in the people and exercised directly by them or by their elected agents. Therefore, 

reasonably speaking, an elected man or woman should not have the power to make executive 

orders without a vote and/or without representation of the county upon which they serve. With all 

due respect, Sam Page has egregiously overstepped his role as County Executive in relating to 

these bills that have been put forward. I appreciate your careful and thoughtful consideration to 

these bills. Thank you for your time and attention.ò 

Alison Niermann, 411 Arlington Terrace Drive, Wildwood, MO, 63040:  ñDear 

Councilwomen and Councilmen, Thank you to the select members who are fighting for those in 

their areas. I listened last week to your meeting and was alarmed by the behaviors of the chair, and 

others who attempted to silence the voices of the other council members and attempted to silence 

the voices of those with whom you serve. I am writing you today to urge you to vote in favor of 

Bills 175 & 176. These bills represent our freedom. Freedom of choice, and freedom to have a 

voice. No man or woman should have the power to make executive orders without a vote, without 

representation of the community upon which they serve. You all represent us. Please be my voice. 

Please let me choose to wear a mask, choose to send my kids to school, and choose to allow our 

children to play sports. We have traveled to many places outside of our county, and state. In those 

areas, the choice remains with the citizen. And, their numbers have a lower citizen : case ratio. We 

have heard Covid may have long term effects. And I would like everyone to keep in mind the long-

term effects of keeping kids in their rooms, behind screens. These will have long-term effects on  
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their mental, physical, and emotional health. We have three children, virtually learning and unable 

to play sports. As parents we are doing our best, however, we are witnessing the negative impacts. 

Medical professionals are voicing their favor over allowing in-person learning, and sports. Please 

be our voice, and let parents have the choice. Thank you for your time and service.ò 

 Stephanie Wheeler, 8 Roclare Lane, St. Louis, MO, 63131:  ñIôll be succinct because I 

anticipate you have a lot of emails to plow through. Let them play sports and let them be in the 

classroom. We must get these students back to regularly scheduled programming with 

modifications to ensure they are safe. I am confident STL county schools can make this happen! 

#letthemplayò 

Kathleen Zervas, 5125 Crosswood Drive, St. Louis, MO, 63129:  ñDear St Louis County 

Council Members: It is with a sad and angry heart that I am writing this to you.  I appreciate being 

a St Louis County resident.   I no longer have children in High School sports, but have 

grandchildren in Youth Sports and  believe this current agenda of Sam Page is extreme, narrow 

minded, and one sided. He totes his agenda purpose is to protect the children. I must whole-

heartedly disagree with some authority. I am a mental health nurse for over 25 years.  Covid-19 

will not be a pandemic forever but the repercussions of social isolation being forced upon our 

youth will have lasting and potentially lifelong effects.  That is simply being ignored.  How can 

you stand on a platform and suggest that isolating kids is for the greater good and not equally 

discuss the increase in youth suicides and increase in depression and anxiety which CAN be 

directly related to these restrictions?  You use the word ñdeathò that could potentially result from 

an exposure to Covid-19 to create fear and impose compliance yet statistics are showing death is 

simply not happening in this groupé..but suicide is real.  It is happening!  Children cannot always 

articulate themselves and their feelings nor feel they have any power to do so which is why parents 

and grandparents are speaking up. Suicide, depression and anxiety are at an all-time high among  
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our youth since Covid-19.  For just a moment I ask you to simply put your personal agendas aside 

and as yourself these questions?  How has the restrictions brought upon us by Sam Page, affected 

you personally? Your ability to do your job, your family dynamics?   Then think of how this must 

be affecting your child, our youth as a whole?   They are being robbed of some of their youth 

experiences.  For many, this is traumatic! Lastly, I have deep concerns watching Sam Page address 

the public using terms which are likened to a dictatorship.  He now addresses the people of  

St Louis County repeatedly reminding them that he alone makes the rules.  He knows what is best 

and no one should have any oversight of his opinions, authority and/or mandates. I am frightened 

for our youth and for the people of St Louis County under Sam Page.  Please save our children! 

Let them go to school and Let them play!ò 

Jennifer Matlock, 16 Marymount Court, Valley Park, MO, 63088:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council 

Chair Clancy and St. Louis County Council, Why do you continue to limit youth sports activity in 

St. Louis County? Unfortunately, our children have been hit hard by this pandemic and itôs not in 

COVID-19 cases, itôs affecting their mental and spiritual health. Sports provide a positive 

environment and an outlet for expression, physical activity and to relieve boredom. Competitive 

games offer the opportunity to set goals, work hard and foster teamwork. Unfortunately, as a 

volleyball player, my daughter has not been able to set and achieve her goals as she has not been 

allowed to play the game she is so passionate about in the past 205 days. The COVID-19 test 

positivity rate is decreasing in St. Louis County. New cases of COVID-19 among children and 

teens in the county have significantly decreased in the last month. My daughter attends Parkway 

and I know the athletic department has been diligent in following all of the necessary guidelines 

to minimize the risk. I trust that they will keep the kids safe. The decision to participate in youth 

sports is voluntary and should be made by each individual family, not one official in the county 

government. Please vote in favor of the new bills brought forth this evening to require a 2/3rds  
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majority vote of the Council to extend executive orders after 15 days. Letôs not keep that power 

vested in one person. Itôs only common sense that the decision should be a democracy. Thank 

you.ò 

Robyn Ruesing, 5010 Ambs Road, St. Louis, MO, 63128:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council Chair 

Clancy and St. Louis County Council, I hope you all  1 - actually show up to this meeting, 2 - can 

even just PRETEND that you are paying attention, 3 - do your job and address some of the issues 

that have been raised, What happened to "flattening the curve"? What is the benchmark for 

allowing kids back to school? back to sports? Why are 19 year olds including in data for high 

school sports? WHY are playgrounds allowed to reopen without restrictions but sports are not? 

WHY can parents watch their kids on the playground, but not at an athletic field? WHY is the 

Centene Ice Rink restricted on games and spectators, but the casino next door is open to the public? 

WHY are you allowing one man to make all decisions with no oversight? The Superintendents, 

Athletic Directors, Coaches and PARENTS know what is best for our children in regards to school, 

sports and other activities. You decide what is best for your families and let us decide what is best 

for our's. Thank you to Council Members Fitch and Harder for your hard work. I am sorry that my 

representative Ernie Trakas, betrayed you and all of us counting on him to represent his district. 

Thank you Council Member Day for supporting the bills. Let them play. Let us watch.ò 

John F. Testa, 2001 St Clair Avenue, Brentwood, MO, 63144:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council 

Chair Clancy and St. Louis County Council, PLEASE reinstate High School sports in the St. Louis 

County area. These kids need to play. #letthemplayò 

 Holly Harms, 17243 Windsor Crest, Wildwood, MO, 63038:  ñDr. Page, Counsel Chair 

Clancy & St Louis County Council, Here we are again, A week later! I think a lot of eyes were 

opened after watching your council meeting last week.  I recall  it was the one where you,  

Dr. Page, didnôt show up, maybe you were in St. Charles at XC meet. I am really wondering what  
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the new narrative will be this week. The overall positivity rate is below 5% so you canôt use that. 

The positivity rate in the 10-19 year old age group is down 41% over the latest 2 week period so 

that is not helpful to your narrative. We have all figured out that the positivity rate you kept 

referencing in the 15-19 year old range averages out to about 1 positive case per day out of 5 total 

kids tested. And how many 19 year olds are actually in high school at this time. I wish you would 

address why the 19 year olds are factored into this number. I really want to thank, Council 

Members Fitch and Harder for introducing bills last week that would help reign in the authority of 

Sam Page. No one person should have that much control and power without the backing of a 

governing body. I also want to thank Council Member Day for supporting those bills that were 

presented. Council Member Trakas, I think we all were able to see politics at work last week in 

your decision and it was a embarrassing and you should be ashamed. Please do the right thing! 

Council Member Dunaway, is virtual school working out well in your household? You seemed to 

be having a hard time listening to our comments. Council Member Clancy, your behavior on the 

meeting last week was flat out rude and you were extremely disrespectful to your colleagues.  You 

do realize we can see your eye rolls on the video during the meeting? Council Member Gray, 

PLEASE listen to those whose children are suffering right now. Let your heart guide your decisions 

on what is best for all these kids and student athletes in your community who need sports as an 

outlet. They need the voice of another strong woman to support them. We need these kids in person 

5 days A week, these kids needs sports, clubs and activities. They need outlets to be able to relieve 

stress they are occurring from every life.ò 

 Jennifer Rieser:  ñI am requesting the council vote YES for the bills introduced by  

Mr. Harder and Mr. Fitch today, which remove the unlimited power from the health department 

and Sam Page. Thanks to Mr. Fitch and Mr. Harder for these bills, which need to be passed. Also, 

thank you to Ms. Rita Days for voting with the people of St. Louis County at last week's council  
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meeting and supporting Mr. Harder and Mr. Fitch. Mr. Trakas, I still don't understand why, if you 

saw flaws in the bills introduced last week and knew they would not be enforceable, you didn't 

bring that to the attention of the other council members before last week's meeting. If you saw a 

problem, why wait until the meeting? Why were all the 344 comments submitted not read before 

taking a vote last week? I would think, Mr. Trakas, you would be in full support of reigning in the 

power of Sam Page. I am still in disbelief that something was not introduced and passed so that 

our county would not have even had the possibility of getting to the point where we are wondering 

where our freedoms are and when they are going to return. If you would have voted 'yes' last week, 

tonight would have been the final vote for approval and something could have actually been done 

sooner to combat Sam Page's current authoritative rule over our county; something that should 

have ended months ago. It is past time to lift all "mandates" and allow St. Louis County to heal 

from the hardships these "mandates" have caused. The St. Louis County wide "mandate" to wear 

masks needs to end. Children should absolutely NOT be masked. Parents are more than capable to 

make the decision to whether or not they want their child to go to school and/or participate in 

sports. ALL children should be able to go to school and participate in sports if they want. We as 

rational, logical, educated adult citizens can decide for ourselves appropriate actions to take to 

keep ourselves, our children, and our community healthy. The survival rate of this virus simply 

does not justify the type of "mandates" in place. We do not need "mandates" restricting our 

freedoms when our hospitals are not overrun. It is time to do what is right, logical, and ethical in 

the County of St. Louis.ò 

Jen Crew, 1384 Remington Oaks Terrace, Fenton, MO, 63026:  ñDear Council, I am 

writing on behalf of children and to ask you to please support bill 175 and 176. Our children need 

you to stand up for them and what is right. The majority of the state of Missouri is open, open our 

county for both school and sports. Our childrenôs mental and physical wellbeing is in jeopardy.  
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Dr. Pages facts are not facts but lies and you all are allowing him to get away with this. Study after 

study, district after district and hospital case after hospital case support this and not HIM. Enough 

is enough, stop the discrimination and let them learn and play!ò 

 Tara Berger, 2336 Maybrook Lane, St. Louis, MO, 63122:  ñCounty Council and Dr. Page, 

I am writing to voice my support for any bills which limit the power of the County Executive. 

Next, I ask you to follow the science and allow high schoolers to compete in all sports. I am not 

asking for my own children, but for the underserved kids in our county. The kids who are mentored 

by their coaches. The kids who thrive on the field when they may be floundering in the (virtual) 

classroom. The kids who may only get to college if they earn an athletic scholarship. Competition 

is vital for these kids. Let them play! I have had the privilege to watch my children compete in 

club sports, outside of St. Louis County, since May. We have done so without COVID incident. 

We know the risks and we take precautions. Precautions that donôt need to be mandated arbitrarily. 

Dr. Page does not give his constituents enough credit. Our kids can compete, and we can spectate 

without being vectors for COVID. Last, I beg you to be firm in encouraging full time, in-person 

school for the entire county. Virtual learning is a struggle for many students. It hurts the most 

vulnerable kids in St. Louis County. Education is their RIGHT. Support the schools. Let them 

learn! I fear your mandates are doing more harm than good. Please reconsider. We know whatôs 

best for our own families.ò 

 Stephen Schultz, 2205 White Elm Court, Chesterfield, MO, 63017:  ñIt is time to let our 

children get back to competing with each other in sports. If the proper protocols are in place, the 

benefits of healthy competition outweigh the risks. It is hard to imagine that people can go to bars, 

restaurants, stores, casino's and can even get a massage in St. Louis County, but are children cannot 

compete. Something just does not seem right about that.ò 
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Kelli Hickenbotham, 362 Halcyon Drive, Glendale, MO, 63122:  ñDear Dr Page, Council 

Chair Clancy & St. Louis County Council, Iôm writing to show support for the Bills put forward 

by Tim Fitch and Mark Harder requiring council approval during States of Emergencies and I am 

asking you to support them too. This pandemic is unprecedented and unfortunately, itôs become 

apparent that The County Executive, Sam Page, has entirely too much individual power as to how 

the county functions during these States of Emergencies. All of the councilmen and councilwomen 

were elected to represent their districts. All decisions and mandates made during these times should 

be made by the ENTIRE council not just one person. Sam Page can not have complete control 

over all actions and mandates made for all 990,000+ county residents! One person should not 

decide where the $173 million CARES Act money is distributed. The recently released state audit 

found Stenger was enabled by the council. "Poor oversight that allowed former County Executive 

Steve Stenger to pull off his corruption schemes." Sam Page called out Stenger for his behavior, 

but now won't agree to oversight and the board keeps voting for no oversight. Also regarding the 

County's response to Covid 19. We were shut down for 14 days to flatten the curve. It has now 

been six months, the curve is flat. EVEN in St Charles where K-12 students are back in school  

5 days a week and all sports are played. It is time to send the kids back to school and back to the 

fields, and keep the elderly at home. A quarantine is for the sick and vulnerable. Covid is going to 

be with us for a long while, we know how to mitigate this virus and how to protect teachers as we 

have protected our grocery store employees, our health care workers, and our first responders! The 

mental health damage FAR outweighs the physical damage done to these kids. It is time to get the 

kids back to school and to the fields! Thank you for your time.ò 

Violet Coughlin, 14 Granada Way; Ladue, MO, 63124:  ñTo Mr. Page and the St. Louis 

County Council:  I am an 11 year old student, and I wrote to you on May 5th telling you that your 

decision to keep St. Louis County schools and libraries closed is bad for kids. I told you then that  
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I watch the news and that I understand the graphs and scientists that say that healthy kids 14 and 

under have statistically a 0% chance of getting sick from Covid19. I told you then how much your 

rules were causing kids to suffer. But you did not listen or care. The facts have not changed, but it 

is 5 months later and I still canôt go to school or to the library. On-line learning does not workð

we learn nothingðwe spend half the time of the Zoom class periods on technical problems and 

getting kids to the right documents. School kids of all grades are being set back a whole grade, our 

schools were ready to have us back safely, but you said no. After 6 months, people can still only 

drive-through at the library and pick up books that they pre-ordered on the computer. This is crazy. 

If I can go to the grocery store or Target and safely browse and pick things out, I can go look at 

books at the library. How am I and other kids supposed to pre-order books on a library website? 

To choose, we need to look at a book, read the back cover, and see if it is interesting to us. All this 

time, you have been acting like Dr. Bunsen Honeydew, the blind scientist on the Muppet Show, 

and a group of Beakers making rules just because you can without considering the problems you 

are creating. Please stop bullying the public schools and libraries and let them open up.ò 

 Jane Miller, 14948 Manor Lake Drive, Chesterfield, MO, 63017:  ñCases are too high now.  

The long term health risks to young people who get mild or asymptomatic cases is unknown and 

could be life long. You are only hearing from a vocal minority who want it reopened. My friends 

and I donôt.ò 

 Joe Flaherty, 11921 Rocky Drive, St. Louis, MO, 63141:  ñDear Dr. Page and Members;  

The mandates on St. Louis County High School sports need to be repealed immediately. These 

Juniors and Seniors have been through a global pandemic and many of them have had their spring 

seasons taken from them due to this virus. Many select and club sports did not operate in the 

summer and now fall sports are being held up. How does it make any sense to punish the youth 

that will one day lead this nation. Thoughtful decisions are being made by professional athletes to  
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play or sit out and most high school athletes across the state are enjoying their seasons. What a 

relief after 6 months of being afraid and in quarantine from this virus. Maybe you didn't play high 

school sports but these times are being stolen from the kids and these are the times that they will 

remember 20 years from now. Not only is the county depriving the athletes from competition but 

they are stealing competitive spirit and life long bonds that are made every year playing high school 

sports. Please consider to immediately overturn these mandates.ò 

Lance A. Moore, 16235 Bent Tree Drive, Chesterfield, MO, 63005:  ñDear Dr. Page, 

Council Chair Clancy And St. Louis County Council, My letter was not read last week so I've 

included it again below but I also want to add to it. The fact that Dr. Page isn't speaking to his own 

sports medicine council and isn't attending county meetings or taking meetings with his 

constituents on this topic is truly abhorable. There is no room in St. Louis County citizens lives 

for political posturing. We are now at this point deliberately ignoring science to try and save face. 

Nationwide there is NO data supporting spread through children's sports. We are also falsely using 

19 years old in data pool who are skewing the data. This entire process is so flawed, frustrating 

and embarrassing. You are not representing your electorate.ò 

 Jamie Dorsey, 428 Holshire Way, Ballwin, MO, 63011:  ñI am a St. Louis County resident 

and taxpayer, as well as a parent of two students in the Parkway School District. Specifically, I am 

writing to express my complete disagreement, first, with County Executive Pageôs attempts to 

prevent St. Louis County schools from conducting 5 days in-person instruction by improperly 

withholding CARES funding, and second, my complete disagreement with Pageôs ridiculous 

ñexecutive orderò that purports to cancel or otherwise severely restrict most fall sports (but 

conveniently not restrict the sport in which his own son participates). In short, these actions are a 

GROSS abuse of power and are NOT in the best interests of students or their parents, who are all 

suffering emotionally, intellectually, socially, physically, and in many other ways as a result of  
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Pageôs UNCONSTITUTIONAL school and sports lockdowns. The decisions to resume in-person 

schooling and to have safe sports competitions should be left to the individual school districts and 

informed parents, and Pageôs actions constitute unnecessary government overreach at its absolute 

worst, especially in light of the widespread opposition voiced by St. Louis County residents 

recently. Page is also ignoring the many pediatricians and other medical doctors (including those 

on his own ñtask forceò) who overwhelmingly support kids resuming in-person school instruction 

and safe sports competition. If some parents are concerned about the virus, they are free to keep 

their own kids out of school and sports, but the government MUST STOP penalizing those students 

and families who deserve to make those informed choices for themselves. For these reasons, I 

STRONGLY urge the St. Louis County Council to adopt Bill Nos. 175 and 176 (and/or any other 

similar measures that come before the Council) as a vitally necessary check and balance on the 

unfettered power that Page believes he has over the residents of St. Louis County, NONE of whom 

elected him to this position! In closing, please do not forget that the primary duty of government 

officials is to represent the will of the PEOPLE, not ignore it, as King Page is clearly doing. The 

voters of St. Louis County are watching EACH of you intently, and your actions (or lack thereof) 

will have substantial consequences at the ballot box on November 3, 2020 or whenever your terms 

on the County Council expire.ò 

Sarah Kelly, 4 Lambert Hills, Festus MO, 63028:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council Chair Clancy 

And St. Louis County Council, I would like the council members to support the bills introduced 

today to reign in the powers of the county executive. He should have never been given sole 

authority, especially when holding a position that the people did not vote him in for. Each of you 

have a responsibility and it is your duty to the people in your districts to be the voices of THE 

PEOPLE. The mass majority do not agree with these restrictions or the way the county is being 

handled under the dictatorship of Sam Page. When it comes to transparency, there are many ways  
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to provide information while keeping individuals privacy protected. Break down the numbers by 

EACH AGE, which cities, and number of hospitalizations and deaths. Other county can do this 

with no issues. Other county's do not have these restrictions and are far better off than St. Louis 

County. Different demographics mean nothing when you are forcing your residents out of the 

county because of your restrictions. It is YOUR restrictions are causing the numbers to be high 

and the dangers associated with it. Instead of allowing things to run as usual in the county you are 

forcing people to travel causing more spread. LISTEN TO YOUR PEOPLE AND LET THEM 

CHOOSE WHAT IS BEST FOR THEM. GIVE THEM BACK THEIR LIBERTIES THAT ARE 

THEIR RIGHTS AS AMERICANS. Thank you.ò 

Robert Rahm, 1811 Brittania Court, Chesterfield, MO, 63017:  ñDear Council Members, 

Did you know our positivity rate is lower than St. Charles and Jefferson Counties? And, guess 

what? Their youth are playing sports! Please show the numbers that specifically single out youth 

sports as the root cause of Covid-19 spread in St. Louis County among children 0-18 years old. 

According to athletic directors tracking numbers in St. Louis, Jefferson, and St. Charles Counties, 

there have been zero athlete-to-athlete transmissions. If you disagree with this, please show us the 

proof. Please stop the mental and emotional harm to our youth by withholding their sporting 

competitions. Additionally, Sam Page, who called out Steve Stenger for his behavior, won't agree 

to any oversight and the board keeps voting for no oversight. Please restore oversight.ò 

 Jan S. Brunner, 11939 Manchester Road #151, St. Louis, MO, 63131:  ñDear Sam Page 

and Council Members, It is time to stop your overreach and put the childrenôs well-being back in 

the hands of their parents. No one cares for the health and safety of their children more than their 

parents! Children need the freedom to be kids and receive the health benefits of exercise, fresh air, 

and social interaction through sports. Let them play!  Unmask our children. Please follow the 

science! The council has acted with disregard of the law and the civil liberties of all the citizens. 

You are the ones who need more oversight not the citizens of St. Louis County.ò  
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Shirley Rauh, 6701 Ringwood, St. Louis, MO, 63129:  ñDear Dr. Page, CoChair Clancy 

and St Louis County Council, High school sports save lives. As a doctor you know firsthand that 

triage can be brutal. As a 40 year veteran high school teacher, I've seen students whose only reason 

to live lies in their chance to play a sport. Sports have been proven to increase and maintain a 

student's grades, attendance and consequently graduation rates (which happen to be tied to drop 

outs and the pathway to prison). An athlete has identity (like some find in a gang). Drug and alcohol 

use/abuse is reduced/eliminated due to signing a code of conduct. (They can use the code as their 

"excuse" not to use.) Discipline issues subside because an athlete doesn't want to ride the bench. 

Mental health flourishes as a student focuses on a passion requiring discipline, commitment and 

goal setting. Physical health flourishes through regular exercise, a focus on nutrition and lowers 

stress. Most of all a student learns how to work hard, develop teamwork skills and manage their 

time. Many, many coaches become a cherished role model and may fill the role of an absent parent. 

It's my prayer that you consider the poor, abused and abandoned children who need and find sports 

as their only connection to school. Because, doctor, school is their only way to break a cycle of 

poverty and hopelessness ever too prevalent in our society which leads so many to an early death 

from poor choices from despair. With respectful regards.ò 

 Stephanie Gavwiner:  ñGood evening, I am a St. Louis county resident, a nurse for 19 years 

at an area hospital and a mother 3 school age children. I, like so many others, balance working full 

time and being a busy parent. This past October my oldest son was diagnosed with Type 1 Diabetes 

at age 13. Type 1 Diabetes is considered an autoimmune disease, so therefore, would put him in 

the category of high-er risk. He now has an insulin pump and will need insulin to survive for the 

rest of his life. As his parent, I have to make decisions based on what is best for him and his overall 

health. As his parent, I would not let him go an open Sky Zone because he would put at a high 

risk. Your restrictions are on the wrong things, Mr. Page. I direct this you individually since you  
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are making these decisions without input or VOTES from your county council or any of the over 

90 pediatricians that have said it is safe to return to in person school and sports, or the medical task 

force you have accessible, but have never met with. As his parent, I should have the last say in the 

decision making to let him play competively. His pediatrician and endocrinologist have released 

him to play competitively and attend in person school. I watch first hand the local covid numbers 

and cases. I see first hand our covid numbers at work and the recovery now these patients are 

making. I know the highest rate of transmission and infection, at this time, is in the 20-30 year old 

population, not the high school aged child. I would much rather my son have adult coach 

supervision on the field for social distancing. These athletes are being told they will sit out 2 weeks 

of practices if it is noted the attend a party or large gathering. Itôs called accountability. Do the 

non- athletes have this same accountability? Probably not and they are attending gatherings and 

parties EVERY WEEKEND. Where is the accountability in a Wal-Mart, casinos and all the packed 

restaurant patios and bars that are open in St Louis County? Contract tracing does not get an easier 

than a sports roster. Everyday I make the decisions that are best for my children based on data and 

medical knowledge. Saying he can practice and scrimmage but not play games in St Louis county 

walking distance to an open bar is the definition of hypocrisy. Stop using our children as political 

pawns. You are putting them more at risk for depression and health compromise than soccer games 

ever could. I can make the best decision for my child.ò 

 Christy Schmidt:  ñHello, By now, you have heard our pleas and our concerns about not 

letting the kids in St. Louis County play sports. Do you realize that by keeping the 14-18 year olds 

from playing you are increasing the risk of suicide, depression, partying, and gathering in other 

ways that are not supervised? Let the parents and their pediatricians decide if itôs risky for their 

kids to play their sport. Thatôs not your choice. Let them play.ò 
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 Jennifer Shaughnessy, 7157 Shady Hill Drive, St. Louis, MO, 63129:  ñDear Sam Page, 

Council Chair Clancy, and St. Louis County Council, I strongly urge each of you to vote YES on 

the two bills which will limit the power of County Executive Sam Page. They will be introduced 

tonight by Tim Fitch and Mark Harder. As a citizen of St. Louis County Iôm greatly disappointed 

by Sam Pageôs overreach in deciding what is good for my family. Sam Page you yourself stated, 

óI want to assure everyone in St. Louis County from the very beginning that we will have absolutely 

no tolerance for pay -to- pay politics,ô Page said. óNo tolerance. We strive to set a new standard of 

ethical government-and we will be open and transparent so you can hold us accountable.ô Where 

is this transparency? Sam Page, nor those members of the Council who voted against the bills last 

week, are unable to provide the citizens of St. Louis County with the scientific data that we are 

asking for. Where are the numbers that youth sports is causing a spread? Where are the numbers 

that it is unsafe for kids to be in school because of a spread? The problem is you canôt provide us 

with this information because it does not exist. Yet, you still think it is in your ñpowerò, Sam Page 

to make these guidelines that school districts and youth sports organizations must follow. I am 

doing like you are quoted above holding you all accountable. So do your job and be transparent 

about why these decisions are being made or reverse the guidelines! You are hurting our youth. 

My pediatrician like many others in this area have been vocal about getting our kids back to school 

and back in sports. I trust my doctor to give me advice when it comes to the health of my children, 

because he too is a parent. Let parents make the decisions that are right for their family.ò 

Elizabeth ñLibbyò Dalton, 2101 Meramec Oak Court, Fenton, MO, 63026:  ñGood 

afternoon! My name is Libby Dalton and I am a sophomore at Lutheran High School South. I am 

writing to you because of our current fall sports delay. My volleyball team has been practicing 

safely since August, and weôve had no cases. We all take this pandemic very seriously and strive 

to make healthy decisions. I support Bill 175 and Bill 176. Volleyball is my personal outlet  
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mentally, physically, and socially. Itôs my way to keep my mental health up and get physical 

activity. When it was canceled in March, I felt sad, tired, and had no motivation. The seniors have 

been working hard for their last year, and I want to see them succeed. Some of the juniors, are 

missing out on recruiting offers. We all pray that we are able to have a season this fall, and we ask 

you to reconsider the restrictions for this year.ò 

 Jamie Dorsey, 428 Holshire Way, Ballwin, MO, 63011:  ñDear Sam Page, council chair 

Clancy and St. Louis county council, Itôs time. Itôs time to stop pandering to the NEA and start 

putting kids first. Itôs time to be transparent about data without manipulating the numbers (no,  

19 year olds are not in high school). Itôs time to admit that the ñcureò has been far more harmful 

to children than the disease itself (not one age 0-18 Covid death in Missouri but suicides, 

depression, and drug overdoses in teens are exponentially on the rise). Itôs time to adjust mandates 

based on facts instead of fear mongering. It's time to put Covid deaths in context (surely you saw 

the headline that more people have died in St. Louis this year from homicide than from Covid)? 

Six months. Thatôs the amount of time since we began the ñ14 days to flatten the curve,ò but nearly 

half a year later Sam Page has us on pause indefinitely waiting for a flat line of cases that may 

never come. Yesterday Alex Garza stated publicly that the curve is flat (even in St Charles where 

school is open, all sports are played and masks are optional). Hospitals are nowhere near capacity, 

and deaths have dropped dramatically. With Sam Page continuing to move the goal line, when will 

we ever get kids back on the field (or fully in the classroom)? No matter how much he favors cross 

country, surely he must know that we cannot mask or mandate our way to the Covid case finish 

line. Covid cases (in all age groups) are part of the new normal. Protecting the lives of the 

vulnerable can and MUST be done without continuing to rob our kids from living. Itôs time to turn 

the page. Itôs time for the council to act. Let them learn. Let them play. Let them get back to life. 

Itôs past time really. Thank you.ò 

  



Journal of the County Council           Page 160                                       September 23, 2020 

Public Forum ï Continued  

 

Izora Liggins:  ñGood Evening County Exe Page and the Entire County Council, 

September 15th, I requested information from Exe Page that I was entitle to under the Missouri 

Sunshine Law.  I still have not received the information.  Exe Page has misled me and other into 

thinking he would bring transparency, accountability and uphold the laws and constitution 

regardless of who the offenders were.  The Boeing Company and the Division of Workers 

Compensation are two entities he will not call into question.  So, as a result, I continue to suffer 

due to no fault of my own.  Exe Page, who are you protecting? The first obligation of this governing 

body is to be defenders of the constitution and make sure St. Louis county residents receive all 

benefits that flow from it, on both the Federal and State levels.  The tragic death of Michael Brown 

in 2014, was a real eye opener for our region regarding race inequality, now, in 2020, black and 

brown families, still, have the same outcry.   On Sept 15th, I expressed concerns about the unfair 

treatment I have faced in St. Louis County Courts, the P/Aôs Office and the County Executive 

Office. These are places residents should be able to go to seek closure not to face hostility. On last 

week, I mentioned the problem I am having with the Case Net docket system. I reminded you all 

of the DOJ report that stated, "careful consideration should be given to how lawyers are allowed 

to handle the docket electronically." I believe this system will become another tool in a "bad" 

lawyers toolbox. My docket is always in question.  On August 17th, in the matter of Liggins vs 

Lemley, the defendant's attorney, filed a Notice For Hearing, yet, there was no Motion on the 

record filed by the Defendant.  There must be immediate steps to put safe guards in place for 

unrepresented litigants to protect and educate us on the system and the pitfalls. Mailings should be 

sent to the unrepresented litigants for updates and changes during the pandemic.  The Judges 

should be clear on how and who has to use the ZOOM system.  This will be a good time for the 

St. Louis County governing body too really get to know the St. Louis County residents. THANK 

YOU.ò 
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Cary Peel, 1511 Pepperidge Court, Arnold, MO, 63010:  ñSt. Louis County Council, I am 

writing regarding the power you have allowed Page. Why do you allow one person such power? 

What about checks and balances? Arenôt you councilmen there to represent your people? You 

arenôt doing your job. You are NOT representing them and allowing them a say. You are allowing 

one man to be an evil dictator. Itôs time to do your jobs and vote yes on Mr. Fitch and Mr. Harders 

bills. Itôs time to get kids back to school and sports. I do not live in your county but my kids go to 

school in St. Louis. Thanks to you, my senior is not able to play high school soccer. We cannot 

get these moments back. It is not the governmentôs job to protect our health, it is your job to protect 

our freedoms!!! Freedom of choice! Just a reminder, This is America!!!ò 

Gayle Arrol, 9172 Wembley Woods Drive, St. Louis, MO, 63126:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council 

Chair Clancy and St. Louis County Council, Our government was designed to have checks and 

balances so no one person holds all the power to make decisions. The current situation with  

Dr. Sam Page being allowed to make unilateral decisions is not a system of checks and balances. 

And it MUST end. Here is a short list of the danger of no checks and balances $1.7 million spent 

on a morgue that was barely used ï a total waste of taxpayer money. Hotel stays for first responders 

exposed to COVID that went largely not used ï again a waste of taxpayer money CARES funds 

to meet the expenses of COVID 19 not getting distributed to the community in a timely manner. 

And finally, the children of St. Louis County. Theyôve been harmed the most. Dr. Page and the 

Public Health Department recommended that school start virtually after looking only at broad 

community data, not asking for the rigor of data by age group. Then two weeks into the school 

year with that data in hand, the recommendation changes to allow elementary-aged children to 

attend school. But it was too late for many school children. Schools changed their plans based on 

this and now many elementary-age kids still not in class. Theyôre not learning how to read, theyôre 

not learning how to write. And then there is the whole youth sports issue with itôs utter lack of  
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transparency. When Dr. Page first threatened to cancel the fall season, the schools of St. Louis 

County wrote a letter saying the data didnôt support the decision and yet he continued to cite the 

high-positivity rate of 15 ï 19 year-olds. Now itôs come out that the positivity rate among that 

group is 6.9%. And Iôm supposed to believe that the declining rates were news to the Public Health 

Department? Many kids are losing valuable opportunities and money is leaving the county for 

other counties because schools are not aligned with this decision. This administration cites 

transparency as one of their goals. Yet is operating largely without it. No questions are being asked 

ï and our children and our wallets are being harmed. BY ALLOWING THIS TO CONTINUE 

YOU ARE NOT DOING YOUR JOBS of representing your constituents! I implore you to vote 

yes on sub bills 175 and 176. Thank you.ò 

 Jamie Dorsey, 428 Holshire Way, Ballwin, MO, 63011:  ñDr. Page and Council Members,  

Here we are again! I think a lot of eyes were opened after watching your charade of a council 

meeting last week. Remember, it was the one where you, Dr. Page, didnôt show up. Perhaps you 

were watching a cross country meet in St. Charles. I am curious as to what the new narrative is the 

week? Our overall positivity rate is below 5% so you canôt use that. The positivity rate in the  

10-19 year old age group is down 41% over the latest 2 week period so that is not helpful to your 

narrative. We have all figured out that the positivity rate you kept referencing in the 15-19 year 

old range averages out to about 1 positive case per day out of 5 total kids tested. Oh, and you still 

have not addressed the 19 year old college kids being in the data for determining when high school 

kids can return to school! Thank you to Council Members Fitch and Harder for introducing bills 

last week that would help reign in the authority of Sam Page. Thank you to Council Member Day 

for supporting those bills. No individual should have sole authority on so many critical decisions 

without the backing of a governing body. Council Member Trakas, I think we all were able to see 

politics at work last week in your decision and it was a shameful sight. Council Member Dunaway,  
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it didnôt look like virtual learning was going too well for your children last week since they were 

constantly interrupting you with their computers in hand. You seemed to be having a hard time 

listening to the patron comments. Council Member Clancy, your behavior on the meeting last week 

was downright rude and disrespectful to your colleagues. You do realize we can see your eye rolls 

on the video during the meeting, right? It usually happens right before your aggressive drinking 

from your soda can. Council Member Gray, PLEASE listen to your constituents whose children 

are suffering right now. Let your heart guide your decisions on what is best for the kids of our 

community. Donôt play politics. They need the voice of another strong woman to support them. 

Change is hard. Change requires admitting that what weôve been doing up to this point isnôt 

working and that itôs time to try something else. Itôs time for a change!ò 

Regina Miller, 22 Gentle Court, Fenton, MO, 63026:  ñDr. Page and County Council 

Members, The people are speaking loudly and we are not going away. It is time to start listening. 

It is time to stop manipulating the data to reflect numbers in your favor. It is time to stop instilling 

fear. It is time to allow parents to make decisions for their own children on whether or not it is safe 

for them to play sports. It is time to be transparent about the data; how much louder do we have to 

scream to get this information? We were on board to flatten the curve; that was 6 long months ago. 

We are not ok with the continued overstepping of governmental authority to keep us on eternal 

lockdown. The time has come for reopening. Other counties are proving reopening is safe, even 

without a mask mandate. Letôs allow our children to return to their daily activities with appropriate 

precautions in place. The Council needs to open their eyes and stand up for the people you serve, 

put in place some guidelines to better align the authority of the County Executive. It is time to take 

control and move forward in an organized fashion vs listening to the ideals of one.ò 

 Debbie Driver:  ñDear Council, I'm for any bill that supports which limits power of the 

County Executor !! I fear the mandates are doing more harm than good for our kids. Please Please  
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reconsider sending kids back to school and play sports in the South County. Yesterday, Alex Garza 

stated publicly that the curve is flat (even St. Charles where school is open, all sports are played 

and masks are optional. Our overall positivity rate is below 5%. The positive rate in the 10-19 yr 

old age group is down 41%! Oh, and Sam Page still hasn't addressed the 19yr old college kids 

being in the data when addressing the high school kids. LET THEM PLAY !!!! LET THEM 

LEARN!!!! Thank you.ò 

 Molly Kennedy, 505 E. Lockwood Avenue, St. Louis, MO, 63119:  ñDear County Council, 

I live in District 5 and I am in support of Mark Harder and Tim Fitchôs bills to replace 175 & 176, 

being presented tonight (at time of this email, numbers have not been assigned to the bills yet, 

therefore, they are referred to as ñbillsò). No one person or council member should have this much 

power, ever. Sam Page, if you honestly believed what you were doing was right, you should trust 

that the council would support it. Instead, you used a crisis as justification to gain power. To quote 

George Orwell ñAll tyrannies rule through fraud and force, but once the fraud is exposed they 

must rely on forceò. Your refusal to relinquish any control you have been granted is tyrannical 

and itôs harming the residents of St. Louis County. County Council, I implore you to listen to your 

constituents and vote yes on the bills presented by Tom Fitch and Mark Harder. Thank you.ò 

 John Brunner, 11939 Manchester Road #151, St. Louis, MO, 63131:  ñDear Dr. Sam Page 

and Council Members, We need ñmore scienceò and less ñpoliticsò. A very detailed article by  

Dr. Yeadon states clearly scientifically the significant political problems of false positives. 

positiveshttps://www.zerohedge.com/medical/lies-damned-lies-uk-health-statistics-deadly-

danger-false-positives. Finally, we have never been a ñtop-downò, one-size-fits-all ruled peopleð

It has always been about personal responsibility. Let each mayor and municipality decide what is 

bestðOr even better, let each business and school decide what is bestðAnd ultimately, allow the 

individual citizens to assume personal responsibility to make the best decision for themselves and 

their families. As for me and my three children and 13 grandchildrenðóPLAY BALL.ôò  
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 Donna Young, 5300 Timberline Place Drive, St. Louis, MO 63128:  ñDear Dr. Page, My 

name is Donna Young and I am a St. Louis County resident and taxpayer, as well as a mom of an 

8th and 6th grader, residing in the Mehlville School District. I am also a business owner in the 

Oakville area. I am writing to express my total dissatisfaction with the way in which you and the 

council are responding to the Covid-19 pandemic, in particular to our young adults in the county. 

I totally disagree with your attempt to prevent St. Louis County schools from conducting in-person 

instruction by improperly withholding CARES funding and also your ridiculous ñexecutive orderò 

that purports to cancel or otherwise severely restrict most fall sports. These actions are a gross 

abuse of power and are not in the best interest of students and their parents, who are all suffering 

emotionally, intellectually, socially, and physically. As you yourself stated back in April of this 

year, ñI want to assure everyone in St. Louis County from the very beginning that we will have 

absolutely no tolerance for pay-to-play politics. No tolerance. We strive to set a new standard for 

ETHICAL government ï and we will be OPEN and TRANSPARENT so you can hold us 

ACCOUNTABLEò. Dr. Page, you have gone against the very words you spoke. We the people of 

the county have asked for transparency in your decisions and you have shown us nothing to support 

your decisions to continue to keep us on lockdown. I understand you are pro-choice. The definition 

of pro-choice means respecting that an individual has her or his own value and belief system and 

that this will guide the choices which that individual makes sense. To expand, being pro-choice 

means that you may be uncomfortable or opposed to abortion, but one would not impose her or 

his moral, personal or religious views onto womené You are IMPOSING your personal beliefs 

about this pandemic without data backing you up. Just as you respect a womanôs right to make her 

own choice regarding her body and that of their unborn child, you need to respect MY decision as 

a parent to choose what I believe is right for me and my born children. Please remember that your 

primary duty is to represent the will of the PEOPLE, not ignore it. Listen to us, to our children. I 

implore you.ò  



Journal of the County Council           Page 166                                       September 23, 2020 

Public Forum ï Continued  

 

 Katie Nauman, 125 Maple Hill Lane, Kirkwood, MO, 63122:  ñDear County Council 

Members, I will keep this very short and sweet. I have one question for Dr. Page and two comment. 

Did your son leave St. Louis County and travel to St. Charles County to compete in a cross country 

meet this past week? It is time to let them ALL play despite which county they live in. Let parent's 

parent and make decisions they deem best for their children.ò 

Lindsay Offermann, 5443 Painted Acres Drive, Cedar Hill, MO, 63016:  ñDear Dr. Page, 

Council Chair Clancy and St. Louis County Council, I am a Jefferson County resident who works 

in St. Louis County and sends our children to school in St. Louis County. In the past week you 

have seen thousands of athletes and their families across the county ask to #LetThemPlay. And 

here we sit a week later, another week lost in their seasons, asking you to do the right thing and let 

them play. With all of the additional restrictions that you have enforced in the county with social 

distancing, masks and limiting spectators at sports, these high school age kids should be allowed 

to fully resume their sports schedules. They know to wash their hands, wear masks when around 

others and remain responsible for their actions. Parents allow these student-athletes to participate 

in practices with the intention of playing games. We should be the ones that decide if the COVID 

outbreak concerns us enough to prevent our kids from playing. I have a senior and a sophomore in 

high school. As disappointed as my sophomore is, this is it for my senior. He already gave up his 

junior spring season for baseball and we are coming towards the end of the football season for his 

senior year. He wants to continue to play in college and I, as a parent, want to give him that 

opportunity as well. Every parent everywhere always want the best for their kids. We, as parents, 

as voters, as constituents, want the ability to do this for our kids. To some, the idea of the division 

by high school sports is an overreaction. If you believe this, then I would like for you to look into 

the eyes of every senior fall sports athlete and tell them exactly that. These kids have worked their 

whole lives to be where they are now. They have learned valuable lessons over the years about  
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commitment, teamwork, perseverance and a passion for something in their lives. All they want to 

do is play. Give them the last bit of the season that they have earned. Please vote and pass the new 

bills introduced by Tim Fitch and Mark Harder that limit Sam Pageôs power. Thank you.ò 

Clark Wellman, 1716 Ben Davis Lane, Kirkwood, MO, 63122:  ñOversight / 

#LetThemPlay / #GetBacktoSchool. County Council - "Power doesn't corrupt men; fools, 

however, if they get into a position of power, corrupt power" George Bernard Shaw. Some 

disturbing quotes from the APPOINTED Mr. Sam Page:  "Page said Friday he had a duty to keep 

people safe, and the decisions were his to make." - St. Louis Post Dispatch 9/12/2020. "But Page 

said authority should continue to rest with his office ñas it does with every chief executive in every 

similar jurisdiction in the country.ò" - St. Louis Post Dispatch 9/12/2020. The latest statement from 

his 9/14/2020 Press Conference indicates that he will not be meeting with the Task Force. These 

statements, and countless others, should trouble you as elected officials regardless of party 

affiliation. These statements are made by a foolish person, in a position of power, abusing power. 

No one man or woman should have as much control as being afforded to Sam. Oversight is needed 

and appears that is also what the State Auditor thinks as well; quite sure you are all aware of this. 

It certainly seems that our county charter is in need of a complete overhaul. Oversight and check 

and balances is part of our country's fabric. What makes St. Louis County any different than the 

rest of the US. It's time for the Council to step up, represent the people who voted for you and gain 

some semblance of control. This is not a partisan issue as one misguided council women made it 

seem in last week's vote. No; Democrat, Republican, Libertarian constituents are standing together 

to support these two bills (175 / 176) for oversight and to remove some power away from one man 

and give it back to you and your constituents who voted you into office. Refusal to vote for such 

bills shows you do not believe in checks and balances. And let me address the majority, in this 

case the Democrats. If the County Executive was a Republican with as much control as Sam  
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currently has, you too would be yelling from the rooftops demanding more oversight. And if you 

say otherwise, well, you're a liar. The County's "Laws" / restrictions on youth sports are not backed 

by data and our children are suffering. Seven plus months of social distancing, no in school option 

(public) and the continued back and forth on decisions regarding sports has left them and their 

parents questioning leadership or lack of leadership of this county. Data, which the County 

Executive and the aforementioned misguided council woman continue to reference is publically 

available and shows that cases are on a downward trend, hospitalizations are trending down as is 

the mortality rate in this region. See, many of us in favor of youth sports actually can do math and 

can think for ourselves. In fact, between September 1 thru September 14th, new cases decreased 

by 41%. All the while, suicidal tendencies, drug and alcohol abuse and overall mental health is 

getting worse. If children must be in a remote learning environment, they need a suitable outlet 

and that is sport. How is it that 113 of the 114 counties in the state of Missouri are having sports, 

not to mention, in class learning? Obviously, much better leadership and less corruption. Council 

members, it's time to wake up and listen to the majority of the people you represent and move 

forward on the passage of these two bills. Your faith in Sam to get the job done by his own accord, 

well, makes you foolish. Oh, by the way, there are two voters in our household...and we know 

which way intend to cast our ballots in.ò 

 Christy Schmidt:  ñHello, Please, we are asking for your help and consideration for the 

health and well-being of our STL County kids - support the strong oversight of Sam Page and the 

County Health Department. This is the time that you can make a difference and stand up for the 

people who voted you into the position youôre in. Donôt let us down. Help to Let Them Play!ò 

Steven Kaemmerer:  ñI have never been one to even really pay attention to politics.  I am 

sad to say that I have been amiss at not paying attention to the circus that is occurring in the  

St Louis County Executives office.ò 
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 Mandy Schreiber, 7513 Abingdon Way Court, Saint Louis, MO, 63129:  ñDear  

Dr. Page, Council Chair Clancy and St. Louis County Council, For the longest time, I worried my 

daughters would struggle to maintain consistent friendships. Due to our jobs at the time, we moved 

four times in four years, each time changing schools and along with that, leaving friends along the 

way. In September of 2016 we settled in Oakville. A place where my husband was born and raised, 

we have fallen in love with South County and the people who reside here alongside us. We have 

planted roots, and been fortunate to watch our three daughters grow as a result. Covid-19 has been 

a devastating reality to this county, state, and the world as a whole. I have watched my otherwise 

cheerful 11 year old sink into depression, fueled by loneliness and fear. I have watched my nine 

year old cry as her ballet studio closed permanently. Volleyball was closed indefinitely for both of 

them. My youngest, only five, missing out on the best early memories of starting kindergarten, and 

learning how to play soccer just like her daddy. I have not forgotten the fear of the virus, as it still 

lingers in my mind on a daily basis. I remember the hopelessness as it spread faster and faster, and 

watching the news in horror. However, our mandatory 14 day quarantine is at its 6th month 

anniversary and my children need hope. My precious and fragile hearted girls pray to be able to 

play with their friends on and off the field. Hope is what fuels them; hope to have some sense of 

normalcy return to their shaken lives. I am not asking you to ignore this pandemic. I'm asking for 

you to see that whether or not school and sports are cancelled, kids will congregate because it is in 

their nature to learn how to live through shared life experiences with others. By allowing school 

and sports to resume, you are actually keeping our children safer. They have guidelines such as 

masks and sanitizing stations, whereas a neighborhood pick-up game would not. Nor would a 

neighborhood pick-up game allow visibility for students to earn college scholarships. Sports are 

not just a compilation of plays resulting in a win or loss. Sports teach our children how to interact 

with other people in society with integrity, how to win with passion, to lose with grace, to be  
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respectful, to have dignity in the face of adversity, and to learn from and lean on others when the 

world feels really really big and unfair. Please allow us to parent our own children. Allow us to 

determine what we feel is safe or unsafe. Allow us to see the joy on their sweaty faces after months 

of wiping away their tears full of fear, doubt, and worry. Let us, as their parents, choose whether 

or not they play. Let them love their sport. Let them love playing. Let them learn life through 

experiences and interactions. Let them have back just a sliver of their childhood because childhood 

is short enough. Let them play.ò 

 Lisa Riad, Clayton, MO resident:  ñDear County Council Members, The ban on most high 

school sports competitions is a decision not based on science or data. Please vote to limit the 

unilateral power of a County Executive by voting for tonight's bills that require a 2/3rds majority 

vote of the Council to extend those stricter orders after 15 days. Despite what Sam Page says 

publicly about ñfollowing the science,ò there is no evidence that high school sports are causing the 

spread of Covid-19. He includes 18- and 19- year olds in his statistics, yet these are college 

students. Their infection rates should not be included in data used to make a decision for high 

school students. Additionally, there is no data that supports there being an increase in cases or 

hospitalizations for 14-17 year olds due to sports, either in St. Louis County, or in St. Charles 

County and Jefferson County who have allowed sports to continue. Sam Page arbitrarily excluded 

most high school sports from competition, while allowing a small number to continue. It is 

inconsistent for him to allow some sports, but not others. It is impossible to control sweat and 

accidental contact in competition of any sport. If it is not safe for athletes to play, it should not be 

considered safe for any athletes of any sport to play. Additionally, if it is not safe for athletes in 

one county to play, it should not be considered safe for athletes in any county to play. Other 

counties will not definitively say sports is causing COVID outbreaks and cancel their seasons, why 

is St. Louis County? Without concrete evidence that says our youth is being infected on the athletic  
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fields, Sam Page's decision to not allow sports is arbitrary and excessively harmful to our student 

athletes. Additionally, athletes in other counties are being seen by college recruiters, but St. Louis 

County athletes are not, potentially preventing them from receiving college scholarships. Please 

vote in favor of the 2 new bills tonight introduced by Mark Harder and Tim Fitch so Sam Page has 

a check and balance system over his arbitrary and unnecessarily harsh Executive Orders, and 

please consider overturning Sam Page's latest ruling against high school sports. Thank you.ò 

Timothy Reynolds, Florissant, MO, 63031:  ñPLEASE vote YES for revised bills 175 and 

176. We need to remove unlimited power from the health department and Sam Page! Sam Page is 

not an elected official. PLEASE LIFT ALL MANDATES:  NO more ñPhasesò for Sports and let 

ALL children participate in volunteer sports if they want. I know what is best for my family. Is it 

ironic that high school children can still participate in Cross Country? Bring Back IN PERSON 

County Council Meetings. Where is all the money we received from the Cares Act Spent? We 

demand not only council input, We demand oversight on Cares Act spending. LET THEM PLAY.ò 

Cindy Schwegmann:  ñIn response to Council Member Clancy repealing sections 

716.080/716.090 pertaining to vegrancy. I find it comical and completely ridiculous that you 

suggest repealing.   A revision is necessary to address current situations as we move forward as a 

more caring community. To repeal is not acceptable. I reside near HWY 55 & Bayless. There is 

an increase in panhandling & drug usage at this location.  Apparently, it goes hand in hand here.  

Picture thisé your child and you are driving through that intersection and are stopped at the red 

light. Your child looks over and sees a young man holding a homeless sign begging for money. 

She sees another young man sitting under the bridge with a syringe needle dangling loosely from 

his arm as he lay back motionless.  My daughter and I have witnessed this drug activity first-hand 

at that intersection. Itôs terrifying!  Dealing drugs and doing them are illegal activities. Iôve been 

told the police cannot do anything about it.  I suppose drug usage that is being funded from begging  
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is ok with you?  If they are doing drugs under the bridge, itôs logical the drugs are being brought 

to them.  Repealing would prevent the police from providing the exact thing we hire them to do 

SERVE and PROTECT. Panhandling has caused a health and sanitation problem as well. Trash 

lines the area with food containers, bottles, cans and other bags of trash left there scattered along 

the walk from their day of begging and doing drugs. The sidewalk leading to the bridge is a 

pathway for school aged children walking to and from school which is located 7/10 of a mile from 

this activity.  Where do you think they go to the bathroom? We watched them do this too.  Itôs not 

a safe environment for the children or anyone.  Itôs not ok for our community and itôs not ok for 

our children.  Our children do not feel safe as they walk past strangers as they go to and from 

school. We speak of stranger danger, this is it!   If you repeal instead of revising, you are creating 

a larger problem for children in the community.  This is your backyard too. It creates a very 

uncomfortable and unsafe feeling when strangers approach our car.  Carjacking, holdups itôs scary.  

Police need to be provided with the laws to protect us. This is why revision not repeal is necessary.ò 

 Carla Grewe, 2533 Greenbriar Ridge Drive, St. Louis, MO, 63122:  ñDear County Council, 

Sam Page needs to be stopped from abusing the power he has taken as County Executive. Please 

vote to limit his unilateral power by voting for the bills being introduced by Councilman Fitch and 

Harder. The mandates Page is making are unfair and not based on consistent use if the facts and 

data of this pandemic. Sam Page alone should not decide which projects get funded, which 

businesses are closed, which schools are closed, or which sports are banned from competitions. 

This discrimination should not be permitted at the whims of ONE man, who is clearly drunk on 

power. Hopefully, this council will recognize that we live in a democracy. Whether you are a 

republican or a democrat on this council you were elected to serve the constituents in your district; 

you cannot do that if you do not even have a vote. Since councilwoman Clancyôs sibling runs 

Pageôs campaign, I urge her to recuse herself from voting on this issue due to the clear conflict of  
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interest. To all the council members, I beg that you remember, the council attorney was appointed 

by Page. Iôm sure she will again advise that something is wrong with these bills. You can consider 

her interpretation but it does not need to govern your vote. Page has made it clear to those he 

controls that he does NOT want them to limit his power. I plead with Councilman Trakas to vote 

for his constituents rather than allowing his $60,000 bailout govern his vote. Councilman Trakas, 

from what I hear, you have a tough election coming up and your district residents are waiting to 

decide if you represent them or not.ò 

 Jordan Hinton, 2888 Sandy Creek Road Pevely, MO, 63070:  ñMy name is Jordan and I 

am a senior this year. Every year when school starts, I look forward to starting a new volleyball 

season. I was devastated this year when I learned we couldnôt play, especially when all of my 

friends were playing games at their schools, which are right outside the county. I donôt get that 

same adrenaline rush of competing and having people watch to cheer our team on by just going to 

practice. Everyone was looking forward to playing their friends that are on different teams. I am 

still hopeful we will have a season this year but the only people that can make that decision is you. 

Please, for the sake of our mental and physical health and happiness, let us play.ò 

Amy Origlassio, 18028 Pine Court, Chesterfield, MO, 63005:  ñDear Dr. Sam Page, Please 

reconsider and Let the kids play.  Sports to some kids is everything.  We certainly do not want 

these kids to have mental, alcohol or drug problems because they become bored.  Please do not 

over reach.  If you have data please share with public.  I think that would help your cause.  To just 

say you have data is not acceptable.  You also stated you didnôt have time to meet with task force.  

It is your job to make time.  Maybe when you were calling the police to block your street off or 

put up barriers or make fake yard sign that your street was private.  Believe me i donôt think anyone 

should go to your home but all rules should be the same for all citizens.  You could have taken 

time to meet with task force.  My thoughts remain the same no one person should have as much  
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authority over the county as you appear to right now.  Please let these kids and parents make their 

own choices.  Just as you are enjoying your son running.  Well actually I am sure your poor son 

and family arenôt enjoying it even though it should be a happy time.  Please reconsider.ò 

Brian and Heather Cox, 532 Deer Pointe Court, Fenton, MO, 63026:  ñDear County 

Council Members, Iôm writing to express our concerns as St. Louis County residents. We need our 

children to go back to school and their activities! They need to be in-person for their well-being, 

education and metal state. We received an email from our school district stating that a total of three 

people including students and teachers had tested positive for Covid. Three. Our district is opening 

to in-person two days a week up to 5th grade, but we need the middle school and high school to 

be able to attend and participate in their activities. There is an online only option within our district. 

Kids and parents that donôt feel comfortable sending their children can choose that option. The 

parents that want their children to attend in person do not have an option for middle and high 

school. We find it ridiculous that with a total of three positive cases our children cannot attend 

school in person and are stuck at home trying their best to learn. The whole point of quarantine 

was to flatten the curve to not overwhelm the hospitals. The hospitals are not overwhelmed. Please 

do not let Sam Page have the sole power to control what is best for our children. Thank you.ò 

 Dawn Hrebec, 11638 Tescord Drive, St. Louis, MO, 63128:  ñThank you for your service 

to St. Louis County. As a lifelong resident of St. Louis County there have been many changes over 

the years. In the past, elected officials used to listen to their constituents that elected them and 

work towards common goals for the betterment of St. Louis County-what happened? The Covid 

Crisis has played havoc with much of our lives, including schooling and sports. My kindergartener 

begs to go daily (5 days a week), but her school only has in person two days a week. #letthemlearn. 

Remember: All I Ever Needed to Know I learned in Kindergarten-it's true. It is great that virtual 

learning is available for others that are not ready for in-person learning. Again-it should be the  
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parent's choice! Dr. Page-how have your restrictions as County Executive affected your family? 

Has it? What would you do if someone else wanted to make decisions about their health? 

#letthemplay #letthemlearn. Mr. Trakas-if your daughter was not able to get out and hike/explore, 

wouldn't that hurt her mental health as well as her physically? #letthemplay #letthemlearn.  

Ms. Clancy-as a fellow MSW, I am sure that you are aware of the mental health issues playing 

havoc on children not having in person school and sports as a healthy outlet. Don't you agree? 

#letthemplay #letthemlearn. Ms. Dunaway-as a single mother and strong woman who has 

overcome many obstacles, are you concerned for your children's mental health? Do you want 

others making decisions for you, or do you believe you are the best one to make decisions for 

them? #letthemplay #letthemlearn. Ms. Walton Gray-how are your children fairing during these 

limitations that Dr. Page has put on St. Louis County residents? Do you want others making 

decisions for you, or do you believe you are the best one to make decisions for them? #letthemplay 

#letthemlearn. I don't want to leave out Ms. Days (who was very sharp at the last meeting with 

great questions), Chief Fitch (who had great points and is listening to his constituents), and  

Mr. Harder (who I believe is also listening to his constituents). I hope and pray that the bill that 

Fitch and Harder will present tonight will be accepted! Thank for you for listening and hearing 

one of your constituents.ò 

Mark Etherington, 736 Engelton Drive, Olivette, MO, 63132:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council 

Chair Clancy and St. Louis County Council, I am writing today to express my support for Revised 

Bills 175 and 176. I strongly believe our kids should be in school and also should be playing sports. 

The current situation is extremely unhealthy and I don't believe we will truly understand the 

ramifications of these events for a few years. The current data does not support the mandates that 

have been put in place. The teenage positivity rate has dropped below 7% and total cases have 

continued to drop. Aside from this, these mandates have taken away my ability to decide what is  
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best for my child. No man or woman can ever tell me what is best for my kid. We all understand 

there are risks associated with going to school or playing sports. There are risks everytime we walk 

outside our front door. As a parent I should be the one deciding what risks I am willing to take for 

my kids. The County Executive has completely overstepped his boundaries. Please pass the 

Revised Bills for 175 and 176. Thank you.ò 

 Lori Anne Haddock, 6595 Devonhurst Drive, St. Louis, MO, 63129:  ñTo whom this may 

concern, This letter is to inform you of my concerns as a tax paying citizen. I disagree with the 

counties decision to delay youth sports for children of ANY age, and the kids MUST go back to 

School and go back to sports NOW !! We literally opened PLAYGROUNDS yesterday, where 

thousands of young children will carry germs from home, daycare, etc. to and from one location 

to another yet our children can't play sports. There are some EVIL individuals trying to hurt our 

teenage generation and it has to stop. If a playground is open, there is no reason to keep schools or 

sports closed. NO FURTHER DELAY. See some valid reasons below:  1. Lack of actual risk to 

student athletes in catching and spreading the disease. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/29/health/coronavirus-testing.html How is it that students and 

athletes from St Louis City are bussed into St Charles County AND St. Louis County every day 

with apparently no risk to the student population? Furthermore, thousands of high school games 

have been played in surrounding areas and there has been no transmission from those games. Those 

kids are also attending school! Over 1,000 high school football games already played, zero reports 

of community COVID spread. My kids are in school daily! Their teams are & have been playing 

OUTSIDE St. Louis County since May. O cases of COVID between all these families, coaches & 

players due to Sports. ZERO! 2. Increase in mental health issues including anxiety, depression, 

increased use of drugs, alcohol as a result of increased uncertainty and lack of control over their 

lives. Is all you have to do is ask any health care professional. This data is actually proven if you  
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would care to do research. 3. Negative impact on ability of talented athletes looking to play sports 

at the college level, particularly for those student athletes in pursuit of athletic scholarships. This 

affects all athletes that want to be seen or have game video for coaches while most adversely 

affecting low income athletes where a scholarship is the difference between going to college or 

not going to college. 4. The Ban on Fall Sports negatively impacts ALL sports. If Fall sports are 

pushed back this will dangerously compress the flow between sports seasons for multi-sport 

athletes causing higher risk of injury from over-use. Additionally, smaller schools will be 

compromised further and may not be able to field their respective ñSpringò teams because athletes 

will be forced to make decisions of choosing one sport over another. Many of our coaches, coach 

both in Spring & Fall. You are creating a scheduling nightmare putting more people in more places. 

There will be game after game on the same fields= more people! 5. Can we start to focus on real 

issues that kill our children & not overstep our basic human rights as citizens. YOU our STL 

County Council are OVER-STEPPING your BOUNDS! YOU will NOT be voted back in with 

these massive over-reaches & by stepping on our rights FACTS-Cancer is the #1 killer of kids yet 

is grossly underfunded. 11,050 children ages 0-14 will be diagnosed with cancer this year 5,800 

adolescents ages 15-19 will be diagnosed with cancer this year in the United States. 42 children 

die in the United States EVERY day due to cancer. (The National Childrenôs Cancer Society) 

According to the CDC, most reported Covid-19 in children aged 18 and below are asymptomatic 

or mild. Reports of death are under 1% Nationally. 38.5% of those with symptoms had an 

underlying medical conditions. An estimated 600 million children live in an absolute poverty. 

Every year more than 10 million children die of hunger and preventable diseases. Whereôs your 

concern about cancer & poverty these are the true killdeers of our children- not COVID. You 

should all be ashamed of yourselves! Thank you for your time.ò 
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Stephanie A. Werton, 10 Eagle Rock Cove, Valley Park, MO, 63088:  ñI want my 

Freshman back in school and back to sports in St. Louis County. There should be an option to 

choose between Virtual and In School. Many extroverted children are damaged by being locked 

in their house all alone to attend school while the parent or parents are at work full time. This 

seclusion could possibly lead to depression or worse things. The virtual teaching isn't working and 

the kids are typically just teaching themselves and/or calling other friends to see what bits they 

picked up from the zoom talk. The teachers are breezing through everything and some teachers 

won't let kids talk during the zoom, not even to ask questions. This is a High School Freshman 

class at Rockwood Summit I am talking about and it's set up just like a college course, like one of 

my post graduate classes I took at SLU. This is not the way for these teens to be learning. They 

also need to develop their social skills and they have social needs that need to be met and they are 

being denied their opportunity to grow. These kids donôt even know how to maneuver the programs 

because they have never been taught. They have assignments that are missing and they donôt even 

know where to begin to find the assignment or understand the material being taught. The canvas 

and zoom programs arenôt the solution and they have glitches all the time. They need physical 

interaction. I feel like the kids havenôt even been given the tools to succeed even a little. This is 

not the way for these kids. Where's the money from the Cares Act going? There's many students 

that still don't have a wifi hotspot or access the materials. What is the real truth? I feel like we are 

being bullied into this virtual way of learning. I see the numbers and I am questioning the real truth 

and what is being presented. Is there a hidden agenda? Why do I feel like our freedom is being 

taken away? What say you? ALSO, SPORTS! the kids need their exercise and social interaction 

for their mental well being!ò 

 Tara Swyres, 1130 Bent Tree Trails Drive, Fenton, MO, 63026:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council 

Chair Clancy, and St. Louis County Council, I am writing this letter to get our St. Louis County  
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children back in school and sports. It should be a choice for parents whether their children should 

play and attend in-person school. It is not the place of local government to keep the kids out of 

school and sports. Stop encouraging us to spend money outside of St. Louis County, and consider 

moving our homes outside of St. Louis County so our kids can play and learn. Please pass any bill 

that serves to limit the powers of our County Executive.ò 

 Kathy DeHart, Chesterfield Resident:  ñGood afternoon. I am writing in support of the new 

bills to be introduced tonight by Mark Harder and Tim Fitch. It is my opinion that Dr. Page is 

acting without the best interest of the county residents. Data does not support the shutting down of 

schools or high school sports. I believe these decisions are detrimental to our students and student-

athletes who so desperately need good education as well as athletic outlets. The residents of  

St. Louis County deserve better.ò 

Brenda Kimberlin, 57638 Roadside Lane, St. Louis, MO, 63128:  ñTo Councilwoman Rita 

Heard Days, Councilman Tim Fitch, and Councilman Mark Harder, Thank you for voting to 

restore democracy at last week's meeting. Your districts are fortunate to have a representative who 

fights for their well being. To Councilwoman Rochelle Walton Gray, I hope you can find a way to 

reconsider the revised bills that your colleagues Tim Fitch and Mark Harder are presenting tonight. 

Please don't give up your right to vote on the issues that matter to your district and St. Louis 

County. Please do the right thing. To Councilman Ernie Trakas, Please do the right thing. To 

Councilwoman Lisa Clancy and Councilwoman Kelly Dunaway - You're probably pretending not 

to listen right now. But that's ok because other people are. One last thing. Last week, an innocent 

15-year old girl was murdered by gunfire in St. Louis County. Yesterday, the Post-Dispatch noted 

that,"If the pace of killings continues, St. Louis will reach an ignoble milestone." We have serious 

problems in St. Louis, problems that won't be solved by rubber-stamping Sam Page's orders to 

continue the economic and educational shutdowns that are hurting children and killing our tax  
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base. Please vote tonight to restore your right to vote on the decisions that matter to our community. 

Thank you for your time.ò 

Lori Crawford, 11080 Golf Crest Drive, Saint Louis, MO, 63126:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council 

Chair Clancy And St. Louis County Council, Let my daughter get back to competition! Sam Page 

is the sole reason/person holding her back and preventing her from ñlivingò and competing! How 

can anyone justify one person holding this much power over everyone in a County? I strongly urge 

each of you to vote YES on the two bills which will limit the power of Sam Page. They will be 

introduced tonight by Tim Fitch and Mark Harder. Refusal to support them indicates that you do 

not believe in checks and balances. Any one of you who votes no is showing you support this 

tyranny. As a voter in District 6, I want to specifically ask you, Ernie Trakas, for your support! Do 

what is right for us and vote YES to the mentioned bills. Letôs give the games back to our children 

and keep them out of tonightôs vote! Thank you.ò 

 Jennifer Nicole Held, 35 Somerset Downs Drive, St. Louis, MO, 63124:  ñBILL 175 & 

176. Covid was presented to citizens as an unprecedented situation. Itôs more our response that is 

truly unprecedented. One that I believe many of us regret going along with. Any parent would be 

willing to sign a waiver releasing liability of all parties to proceed with school and sports in a pre 

Covid setting. But that doesnôt seem to matter. Parents donôt want these restrictions nor do we 

believe they are necessary or ñkeep us safeò. I wouldnôt have imagined a virus would be 

politicized/weaponized/used to this extent. Itôs become impossible to know what to believe. There 

are no credible sources. We agreed as Americans to pause as experts convinced us of 

unprecedented circumstances. It made sense to allow hospitals to prepare. Ventilators to be 

manufactured. Plans to be established. Testing to be addressed. Weôve done it all. And we canôt 

say for certainty yet or maybe ever what was actually effective. Now weôre prisoners. March will 

never happen again because we wonôt allow a shut down for anything, ever again. Nor should we.  
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Does this all go away Nov, 4th? Does Covid eventually join the ranks of flu and various other 

threats? Yes, it does. It already has. We went from doing the ñright thingò to promoting FEAR and 

being used. Thatôs right where many in power want us to be. Iôm surprised schools have so 

willingly become part of it all. Whatôs more ESSENTIAL than school/sports/friendships to the 

well being of children? NOTHING. We started out noble only to end up fools. I wonôt even 

mentioned the economy. We need to bring legal action against those who seek to use this 

unprecedented POWER to control our choices, force our actions, and disregard our willingness to 

accept the inherent risks associated with LIFE and living. Finally- when has this country ever 

responded to any issue or crisis this way? Never. That lack of precedence should matter.ò 

Jacob Offermann, 5443 Painted Acres Drive, Cedar Hill, MO, 63016:  ñDear Dr. Page, 

Council Chair Clancy and St. Louis County Council, I am Jacob Offermann and I am a sophomore 

at lutheran high school south and I am a soccer player for the school. I really would like to play 

soccer this fall, if we have to play in the spring we will not have a soccer team because most 

everybody will play club and I won't get to play school soccer and that is very disappointing. Please 

reconsider your decision and let us play. It would be disappointing to me and the seniors because 

they wouldn't even get to have a senior season and I think that it is very important to me and to 

them. I think it is also important for people to get outside and to run off some energy and to see 

other people. Most of us didn't get to see anybody over summer break and most of aren't seeing 

anybody during school except for our school. Please let us play. Thank you for your time.ò 

 Rachel Yost, Chavaniac Drive, Ballwin, MO, 63011:  ñCounty Council members meeting 

today, My name is Rachel Yost of Ballwin and id like to express my concern for what is happening 

in the government and policy making of St. Louis County. PLEASE vote YES for bills 175 and 

176. Removing unlimited power from the health department and Sam Page. There has never been 

accurate data to support the mandates they are putting in place and it is to the detriment of our  
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children! PLEASE LIFT ALL MANDATES:  *NO mask Mandates- CDC doesnôt support. *NO 

more ñPhasesò for Sports-let ALL children participate in volunteer sports if they want. Let kids in 

high school play sports competitively! This is their mental health and future on the line. *NO 

building capacity limits...let places of businesses go back to full capacity, small businesses are 

suffering and closing! *NO more billing school superintendents-announce that CDC has been 

saying for months that ALL schools should be open .***Special Needs children especially need to 

be having IN person leaning *Quit fear mongering and all scare tactics. Sam Page is not sharing 

pertinent data and is promoting fear. Let people live! Covid may not be going anywhere so we 

need to learn to live with it! Not shut down until arbitrary numbers are where biased people want 

them. Everyone is an essential worker! Send everyone back to work! *Bring Back IN PERSON 

County Council Meetings! WE the people deserve to be able to sit in on OUR elected officials. Iôd 

like to know where the Cares Act Board went and where the oversight is for the cares money? 

Why are we receiving more grant money for contract tracers???? $71,150 in grant funds from the 

Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services (DHSS) to support the Department of Public 

Healthôs (DPH) ñEpidemiology and Laboratory Capacity CARESò project, stating the grant will 

commence upon contract execution and continue through March 31, 2022. We need proof that this 

will be necessary for another 6 months! Thank you for your time and for correcting the lack of 

checks and balances in our city government.ò 

 Gay Eggemeyer Schwer, 822 Summit Glen Court, Fenton, MO, 63026:  ñSt. Louis County 

Council, I live in Rockwood School District in unincorporated St. Louis County. My three children 

attend (or have attended) school in St. Louis County as well as play baseball, lacrosse, and 

participate in marching band at their schools. My kids need to return to in-person attendance at 

school and need to be allowed to participate in their sport and other activities. They are being done 

a disservice by being forced to virtual school and miss essential physical activities. As I type this,  
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I am readying my son for an appointment with his pediatrician to discuss putting him on anti-

depressant medication. This is shocking to me and tying him to his computer every day is not 

helping his situation. The risk of in-home schooling and lack of sports opportunities is far out 

weighing the risk of Covid to school-age kids at this point. Residents need changes now.ò  

Kevin Duy, 7145 Sugar Spring Court, St. Louis, MO, 63129:  ñDear Dr. Page, I'm writing 

you today without a political agenda. In past local and national elections I've voted for Republicans 

and Democrats and do not identify with one specific political party. I oppose the current restrictions 

placed upon youth sports in St. Louis County. I have two boys, ages 13 and 14, who are extremely 

passionate about playing ice hockey. My 14-year old plays for the St. Louis AAA Blues and my 

13-year old plays for the St. Louis Eagles. The AAA Blues play a national schedule and compete 

against the top teams in North America. We have a beautiful new facility in the Centene Center, 

yet the 14U team can't play any home games under the current restrictions. However, Centene 

Center has been proudly promoting public skating sessions of up to 75 people on the ice. How 

does that make any sense? So far this season my son's team has had to travel to Chicago, 

Minneapolis and Green Bay to play games. Traveling out of state to play other teams has resulted 

in ZERO cases of Covid 19 among the players and families on my son's team. It makes no sense 

to single out youth sports as a significant source of spreading Covid in St. Louis County. It's even 

more ridiculous that neighboring counties are playing without restrictions. Chesterfield hockey 

club is a great example. They have two rinks that they use. One rink is located in Chesterfield 

Valley within St. Louis County. Teams 14 and up can't play games at that rink. However, those 

same teams can play games at their rink located in Pacific, MO. Same club. Same teams. Same 

kids. But one rink is a few miles outside of St. Louis County, so they can play there. My kids are 

doing virtual learning for school. Theyôre spending every day at their desks on a computer. Hockey 

is their social time. Hockey is their physical activity. Hockey is their passion. Hockey is a  
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significant source of their mental health and happiness. If some parents donôt want their kids to 

play sports because of the minor risks associated with Covid, thatôs their choice, and I respect it. 

However, for the parents who want their kids to participate in the sports they love that should be 

our choice. I ask that you respect that.ò 

Richard Roden, 5526 Windford Drive, St. Louis, MO, 63129:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council 

Chair Clancy And St. Louis County Council, Tonight's vote on the bills proposed by Councilmen 

Fitch and Harder is vital to the county. That the county executive is continuing to operate without 

oversight and with no accountability to the council is ridiculous. He does not get to decide what is 

best for me and my family, period. We are not children, we are not his subjects ... we are free and 

independent citizens of this republic, and as such are able to make decisions for ourselves. The 

idea that the county executive can place mandates on citizens with no parameters is not acceptable. 

The idea that the county executive can declare that certain businesses must close or operate at 

partial capacity; that kids can not play sports or go to school; or that certain activities are forbidden 

or restricted ñindefinitely,ò all without council oversight, is not acceptable. I pray that you are able 

to do what's best for the county, and vote yes on the bills proposed by Harder and Fitch. Thank 

You.ò 

Jeff and Julee Wilson, 1618 Dover Trace Drive, Fenton, MO, 63026:  ñDear Dr. Page, 

Council Chair Clancy And St. Louis County Council, This request is for the removal of mask 

mandates, let our St. Louis county youth play sports, and remove the capacity limits in our 

communities. We ask that you lift the unnecessary restrictions on our businesses, youth sports, and 

citizens. We ask you to stop pressuring our superintendents, sports leagues, and businesses to 

ñrequireò masks or they cannot open, participate, or serve their customers. Our superintendents are 

pressured to choose in person learning and the students and families in YOUR communities are 

suffering. These things we are asking because there has been NO SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCE  
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provided to support these mandates and restrictions. The two weeks to flatten the curve has long 

passed and the virus is showing to have little to no spread from children or asymptomatic 

individuals from replicable sources such as the CDC and American Academy of Pediatrics. It is 

far past the time for this overreach to end! If individuals who have health risks want to wear masks 

in public, then they have that right but those of us who do not should be not forced to do so. Nor 

should we be fined, shunned, or outcast because of our decision. We are asking for the passing of 

bills 175 and 176! These ñchecks and balancesò need to be in place to keep from ONE person 

making decisions without any accountability to others who represent our communities. Council, 

we ask that these two bills be a priority and they be passed. This is not just for the existing officials 

but the future as well, regardless of which political side one may fall. Itôs time for our county to 

be opened up fully and masks mandates be removed. Our economy, small businesses, and children 

are catching the brunt of these restrictions and are paying dearly. Dr. Page, we ask you to lift these 

restrictions immediately. Your overreach has dragged on far too long. Thank you.ò 

Jason T Moore, 332 Carmel Woods Drive, Ellisville, MO, 63021:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council 

Chair Clancy And St. Louis County Council, Councilwoman Days, Councilwoman Dunaway, 

Councilwoman Gray, Councilman Fitch, Councilman Harder, Councilman Trakas, I humbly 

request that you give strong consideration and pass Bills 175 and 176 (Councilman Trakas, this 

includes you this time after your obvious attempts to railroad last week) to bring back proper 

governance to the good citizens of St. Louis County. The consistent usurpation of the rights of the 

people in the County via draconian edicts from the County Executive and Health Dept has eroded 

the trust of the people in their government. It is time to remove the blanket authority of these two 

seats of government and return them to the people by passing these two bills which return authority 

back to the people via the voices of our duly elected representatives of the County Council. The 

County Executive should NOT have sole authority over Cares Act funds ($173 million) nor have  
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sole authority, via the Health Dept, to shut down schools, athletics or economies based on their 

own opinions and selective data usage. We as citizens are imploring you to do your duty and 

restore our liberties and freedoms by holding accountable the Executive seat of the County. Our 

kids are being unfairly used as political pawns over the last months and it's time to stop as they do 

not deserve this treatment from our government. Council Chair Clancy, I request that you abstain 

from casting your vote in this instance as you have a massive conflict of interest in that your 

brother, Jon Clancy, is County Executive Same Page's campaign manager. If you do vote in this 

instance and vote "NO" on these bills, it will further and irreparably damage the confidence of the 

citizens in their County Government. Since last week, the Rockwood School District (my district) 

stepped up and showed true leadership in reactivating athletics OUTSIDE county borders. Should 

this be necessary, NO! Do the right thing for the people you represent and serve, not your political 

class connections. We vote for you, they donôt! The time for bold and decisive action can wait no 

longer and your "YES" vote is imperative to get our County and our lives back on the right track 

to recovery.ò 

Danielle Lansing, 3 Peakmont Lane, Chesterfield, MO, 63005:  ñplease support bills 175 

and 176. My son is a junior and he is being recruited for football. he has worked tirelessly, both in 

the classroom and on the field, to do everything that he possibly could to ensure that his dream of 

playing college football comes true. i am concerned for him, but mostly concerned for the high 

school kids that will not get recruited if they do not have a high school season this year. my child 

will go to college regardless, some of these other kids will not. the gigantic problem here is that 

sam page has proven absolutely no data that backs up this decision for our kids to not play football 

or soccer. ALL OF THE OTHER COUNTIES IN THE STATE OF MISSOURI ARE PLAYING 

FOOTBALL AND SOCCER!!!!!!!! 113 out of 114. St Louis county needs sports. Why is it so 

much more dangerous in our county that in ANY other county in the state??? sam page has chosen  
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to completely ignore the recommendations and advice of the covid-19 task force for quite a while 

NOW. it is imperative that there be an intervention of his power and control of ñourò county. I beg 

of you to please voice all of your concerns at the higher level, and correct this wrong, while there 

is still time to salvage a season for all of these kids. st. louis has been in the news so very often as 

of late, for all of the wrong reasons....crime, deaths, hate, racial division, i could go on and on. 

Sports is the one place where kids feel safe! When the boys get on that football field, whoever they 

are on the streets goes away...and they begin to focus more on who they could be. it is definitely 

no secret that we produce pro-athletes in st. Louisð there is a long list. we need to do everything 

that we can do to help all of these kids get to their dreams, and begin to shine a brighter light on 

our city, and more importantly out state! Lastly - the only point that needs to be reiterated - is that 

there is no medical data backing up sam pageôs decision/recommendation to not have HS football 

in st. louis county! He has 19 year olds included in the numbers that he is reporting on, which is 

definitely not representative of a HS person. he is bringing college age kids into the figures, he is 

not accurately representing the age group, therefore, distorting any truth to his facts. the counties 

are playing all around us, and everything is fine! Please please help the kids regain control of the 

best county in Missouri thank you council members fitch, harder and day for very simply doing 

what is right for st. louis countyéand most importantly our kids. mothers on the council - i would 

expect more from you. we lost RBG this week, stand up for what is right!!!! time for a change, 

turn the PAGE!! please support bills 175 snd 176. opening up high school sports will most certainly 

help with sam pageôs latest concern being the mental health of our children. you are putting them 

at more risk for depression and health concerns by not allowing them to play sports!!! i know what 

is best for my child. its my choice. not your and most certainly not sam pages choice.ò 

 Mary Reither, 1136 Beau Jardin Court, St Louis, MO, 63146:  ñThe St Louis County 

website reconstruction project needs to be completed as soon as possible. In particular, the Board  
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of Election Commissioner's matters should be a very high priority. Given the timing of the 

upcoming election, the public should have access to commissioner names, mtg dates & agendas, 

prior minutes, etc. The site previously had such material readily available. Thank you.ò 

Maggie Ellington, RN, BSN, 404 Nottingham Drive, Ballwin, MO, 63011:  ñDear  

Dr. Page, Council Chair Clancy And St. Louis County Council, Another day, another chance for 

you to do the right thing. First an foremost, no one person should ever be allowed to make these 

kind of decisions alone. The bills being proposed tonight by Fitch and Harder limit the scope of 

the County Executive and are necessary no matter who holds that position. We all know what 

happened due to poor oversight of the last guyé Holding authority figures accountable should be 

a no brainer REGARDLESS of political party. Any one of you who votes against it is declaring to 

us all that you are putting your own personal and political agenda ahead of the democratic 

processé Clancy, Trakas, Dunaway, Gray Iôm talking to you. To quote Michael J Fox in the 

American President ñVote your conscience, you chicken ____ lame __.ò Secondly, you all hold 

positions that are meant to lead and represent the residents of St. Louis County. Pageôs 

unwillingness to participate in discussions on this matter and his deliberate evasiveness when 

asked to show the information he is using to support mandates raises HUGE red flags to me as a 

citizen and voter. If the data is there, you should have no problem sharing it. The fact is that the 

data coming in clearly shows that youth sports and kids in school are not an issue in terms of viral 

spread in the community. More and more data is coming in with lower cases reported in this age 

group, and experts are weighing in all the time supporting sending kids back school and sports. 

Contact tracing in sports and school is about the easiest to manage. How do you contact trace the 

parties high schoolers are having after you cancel all their events? I saw pictures this week of a 

local Catholic schoolôs students having an alternate homecoming with 30+ kids all dressed up and 

taking pictures. Meanwhile my daughter has herself in isolation to keep herself healthy so her  
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volleyball team can keep playing. You refuse to reassess your mandates with the new information 

available. What this tells me is that something else is factoring into your decision processéand I 

can only speculate what that is. And thus why it is so important to allow the city council members 

to be a part of decisions being made. When it falls to one person it is TOO EASY for their personal 

and political biases to take over. Finally, the last global pandemic we faced in 1918 was for a virus 

that still infects and kills people every year. There is no reason to assume that this stain of 

coronavirus wonôt remain and even mutate in the years to come. At best we implement measures 

to contain its spread, and ensure our healthcare system is able to assist those who need it. Literally 

reporting cases of infection which most often cause little to no symptoms, rather than 

hospitalizations and death rate seems ridiculous. Have we ever reported that 8 cases of 

asymptomatic flu came from a party? Have we ever closed businesses, events, schools, sports 

when hospitals have large amounts of flu patients? And flu is more serious and deadly in our 

children than Covid-19. Our healthcare system is currently far from overloaded, and with increased 

positivity rates come much lower morbidity and mortality rates. And if the health and welfare of 

the people is being considered, then more than just Covid-19 should be assessed. LET THEM 

LEARN. LET THEM PLAY. Another day, another chance for you to do the right thing.ò 

 Kerrie Karsten, 432 N Van Buren Avenue, Kirkwood, MO, 63122:  ñTo Our St. Louis 

County Council Members:  Please listen to your constituents and please pass Sub Bills 175 & 176 

to limit Sam Pageôs power and return oversight to the Council! The businesses, families and most 

importantly, the students of St. Louis County have suffered long enough and unnecessarily so. It 

is time to fully open and return to school and sports. The current mandates need to be lifted before 

they do irreparable damage. At the VERY least, the County MUST provide the applicable data 

behind their decisions, as well as the benchmarks that will result in the lifting of the current 

mandates. It is unbelievable and embarrassing that the County has never done so! Please listen to  

  



Journal of the County Council           Page 190                                       September 23, 2020 

Public Forum ï Continued  

 

your constituents and please pass Sub Bills 175 & 176 to limit Sam Pageôs power and return 

oversight to the Council! Thank you.ò 

 Stephanie Grothe, Glendale Resident & Proud Mom of 3 athletes:  ñDr. Page and Council 

Members, I urge you to take the political tactics and games out of the picture and do what is right 

for our kids! As a parent I am outraged at the rights being taken away from our children. WE are 

the parents. Let US evaluate the risks and decide what is best for our kids. Athletes in surrounding 

counties have been successfully competing for months with very few documented cases. Do not 

rob our kids of that same right. Maybe you donôt realize the sacrifices many of these student 

athletes have made and the amount of hard work and dedication they have invested in their sport. 

What about kids of recruiting age? Do you think you have the right to take away or jeopardize 

their chance to compete for a college scholarship? For some, that scholarship may be their only 

chance at going to college. At the end of the day, the numbers donôt support your shut down of 

youth sports in STL County. Positive rates among kids ages 10-19 are drastically declining (down 

40% over the last few weeks). Not to mention that you have been manipulating the figures by 

including those who are 19 (college age ) into these numbers all along. This is a low risk age group 

to begin with. STOP punishing them and let them get back to competing in the sports they love. 

We miss seeing those smiles and instilled confidence that come along with playing. Council 

Members: We need your help!!! You were elected to represent the people in your community. 

Hear our voice! Please vote ñYESò on the 2 proposed bills today that would limit Sam Pageôs 

power.ò 

Brady Miller, 429 Tamarack Drive, Ballwin, MO, 63011:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council Chair 

Clancy and St. Louis County Council, My hope is that all of you do the right thing and support 

Bills 175 and 176. Both are "common sense measures" no matter the side of the aisle for which 

you lean. It doesn't matter if it is the individual residing in the County Executive seat at this  
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moment in time or in the future. No single individual should have the power to make titanic 

decisions that affect the entire county. Decisions which impact the masses deserve group oversight 

and follow through. Please do the right thing as the entire county depends on you. Thank you.ò 

 Rob Percival, 452 Catalina Avenue, Webster Groves, MO, 63119:  ñDr. Page and Members 

of the St. Louis County Council: I am publicly asking that you withdraw the restrictions being 

enforced upon our High School Athletes, or at a minimum allow moderate contact sports like 

Soccer to return to play. I know I echo the reasons presented by thousands of other parents of 

players and players themselves. I will be brief and to the point. I feel strongly that as a family 

living in St. Louis County, we should be given the freedom to choose what is right and safe for 

our son and our family. I am asking on behalf of the Percival family and more importantly my son 

that you PLEASE support our players, especially the Seniors like Robbie. They have fought their 

whole lives to get to this level and have their time in the sun. To rob them of these memories is 

just simply irreversible and wrong. We are aware of the risks. The boys are aware. They are 

following the rules and the coaches and athletic trainer are working double-time to protect them 

and ensure compliance. We have all signed waivers. PLEASE stand up for these players. Make 

me sit in my car to watch. I will do it. The kids want the one thing, in a lot of cases, that drives 

them. People can go to bars and be inside congregating. Certain sports can play. 10-20 miles away 

across an invisible fence, every sport is allowed. In the case of soccer, a 13-year-old can play club 

soccer in St. Louis County on the same fields, but a 17-year-old can't see his/her destiny through. 

What makes it even more painful is to force us all to watch while everyone around us is playing. 

Even in areas with distinctly worse Covid numbers than we have. These dedicated athletes are not 

the source of our cases. They are restricting themselves socially almost to a mentally unhealthy 

level. The need sports. They need and deserve to play. Thank you for your consideration.ò 
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 Amy Zimmerman, 6902 Washington Avenue, St. Louis, MO, 63130:  ñI am writing to 

support the initiative to limit executive power of the county executive. Sam Page put unreasonable 

limits on youth sports while providing no evidence too back up his claims that these programs are 

a primary driver of the spread of Covid-19 locally. There is no solid proof of any athlete contracting 

the virus as a result of playing a game. There is no data showing a rise in hospitalizations of young 

people as a result of participating in athletics. His own task force disagrees with his unreasonable 

and overreaching limits on youth sports in St. Louis County. His actions are detrimental to the 

physical and emotional well-being of young people. He is depriving many of the opportunities 

provided through sports, including college scholarships. Furthermore, I am disgusted by Sam 

Pageôs use of police to block access to his neighborhood during Sunday eveningôs peaceful protest. 

I live in an area of St. Louis County often visited by protestors. On several recent occasions police 

prevented me from entering my own neighborhood in order to protect the rights of citizens to 

peacefully protest. Even though I live on a ñprivateò street maintained by an HOA and am a tax 

paying resident, I was told the police were there not to allow my safe access to the home that I 

own or to protect my property from protestors but to protect the protesters. Page, on the other hand, 

once again misused his power, in response to a nonviolent protest of parents and kids. I do not 

need nor do I want Sam Page or any other government official to have the sole power in deciding 

what is best for me or my family. I am fully capable of assessing my own risk and deciding which 

activities are safe for me and my children. Sam Pageôs motivations are purely political and I 

question whether he has the authority to make these types of demands. These are healthy, young 

athletes who for the most part are not negatively affected by the virus. People who are at risk are 

capable of making their own choices and so am I. Remove your restrictions from youth sports and 

take the necessary steps to prevent these types of arbitrary, unsubstantiated restrictions from being 

forced on the community.ò 
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 Steve and Linda Skinner, 356 Stonewall Drive, Eureka, MO, 63025:  ñDear Dr. Page, 

Council Chair Clancy and St. Louis County Council, We, as grandparents, see the dire 

consequences of our grandchildren not being in school. Taking away sports adds to their 

disappointment and also takes away the enjoyment we have as spectators. If we can go grocery 

shopping inside a store why can't we sit outside and cheer on our grand-kids? When history is 

written, you Sam Page, may not be the hero that you think you are being. You have betrayed the 

trust of everyone and may be accomplishing the exact opposite of your goal. Thank you.ò 

Josh Sher, 716 Barham Down Drive, Ballwin, MO, 63011:  ñDear St. Louis County 

Council, Per a recent study from UCLA and Stanford University, the chances of ANYONE dying 

from COVID-19 are 1 in 19.1 Million. The chances of someone dying in a car accident are 1 in 

114. For the safety of everyone, I urge you to:  - Limit speed limits to a maximum of 10 mph.  - 

Limit the number of cars allowed on highways.  - Require anyone driving a car wear a bubble wrap 

suit.  - Make it mandatory for businesses to limit parking spaces by 75%.  If you do not recommend 

these actions, I will assume you do not care for the public's safety and the lives of the people in  

St. Louis County. After all, the COVID mandates are established to save lives, why would this be 

any different? Thank you.ò 

Ashlea Ansell, 721 Tuscan Valley Court, Ballwin, MO, 63021:  ñMy comments for the 

meeting tonight: There is no reason to prohibit our STL County sports teams from competing and 

our STL County schools from re-opening just on the premise of the virus alone. Statistics have 

proven time and again that this virus is not deadly to the younger, healthier demographic, not to 

mention business and athletic organizations have complied with everything that is being asked of 

them and provide VERY safe and conscientious environments for handling concerns of the 

pandemic. Further, how can we possibly be held to a standard that is not consistent across the 

board? When neighboring school districts are open and sports are being played, it's hypocritical to  
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close one and open the other. Who's to say someone that lives within St.Louis County lines doesn't 

have a child playing sports on a team in Jefferson County and visa versa. Same for our education. 

Private schools within St. Louis County are opening or have been open since August and operating 

under strict safety protocol standards to mitigate the risk of transmission. Again, statistics have 

proven that in-school education and in-person activities have very low negative impact on the 

spread of the virus. BRING BACK TEAM ATHLETIC ACTIVITY AND GET OUR KIDS 

BACK IN SCHOOL WHERE THEY BELONG!!!ò 

William Barnawell, 4239 Walsh Street, St. Louis, MO, 63100:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council 

Chair Clancy And St. Louis County Council, You have saved NOONE. your policies are causing 

harm to those you are charged with SERVING. Your position in OUR local government is in 

jeopardy. Start listening to your constituents or we WILL have you removed. You are creating a 

dangerous environment and will be held accountable for your actions. Thank you.ò 

Becky Kissel:  ñDear St. Louis County Council Members:  I assume by now the council 

members have read the results of Nicole Gallowayôs audit. The report is very telling that the lack 

of board oversight caused many of Stengerôs wrongdoings and Dr. Page is headed down the same 

path. From overpaying his self-selected employees and hiring unqualified internal auditors to using 

the CARES act funds to further his political career, he is making the board look week and 

purposeless.  Didnôt the board learn its lesson under the Stenger regime? More checks and balances 

are necessary and imperative. It is time for the County Executive to answer to his peers and that 

starts with a yes vote on tonightôs bills. Why wouldnôt you want a voice?  For those of you who 

vote NO, the fact that you do not want a voice makes me very leery that you have unlawful motives 

(such as being paid for your no vote). Why else would you vote no? Reclaim your voice at the 

table. You do not work for Sam Page. You work for your constituents. Pass the bills tonight and 

prove that you, as individuals, are not guilty of wrongdoing.ò 
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Karen Fogarty, 2311 Coventry Glenn Court, Chesterfield, MO, 63017:  ñMy daughter 

needs to play volleyball for school and life! Her mental and physical health are depending on it! 

Colleges are looking to her for scholarships! That is our financial help! My family members need 

to get back to work!! Thank you.ò 

 Lisa Menendez 5812 Bahnfyre Court, St. Louis, MO, 63128:  ñGood afternoon. We as 

parents should be allowed to make the choice to send our children to school amongst this 

ñpandemicò or not. We should be able make decisions for the safety of our families based on our 

individual situations. We are asking you to let us be the parent. Kids need school and sports and 

that goes for all ages. The mental toll it is taking on our children is tremendous. This virus is not 

leaving us soon. We have to learn to live with it safely. My oldest is a Senior in High School at  

St. Mary's. Our high school children are vulnerable right now - their normal has been stripped 

away. They have dreams and hopes and only have four years to experience it. The comradery of 

an athletic event, the excitement of the crowd, the chance for that scholarship, seeing their friends 

in the hallway, and goofing off with their friends (yes that is important). They have been working 

their tails off preparing. Many depend on those scholarship opportunities which require them to 

play games and have stats to make that happen. They have been asked to deal with so much already 

with many losing some varsity seasons last spring and now AGAIN this fall. You cannot provide 

the data that supports Dr. Pageôs decisions. He gives answers that are vague and often unrelated to 

the question. He has provided no data point or goal for when restrictions can or will be lifted 

because he doesnôt have to! He is left completely unchecked. Our overall positivity rate is below 

5% and the positivity rate in the 10-19 year old age group is down 41% over the latest 2 week 

period. We have all figured out that the positivity rate you kept referencing in the 15-19 year old 

range averages out to about 1 positive case per day out of 5 total kids tested. He has still not 

addressed the 19 year old college kids being in the data for determining when high school kids can  
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return to school! Time is ticking and YOU can change this outcome for them. We are the last 

county and we are failing these kids. Do the right thing. Please for themésomeone on this council 

needs to step up for our kids and the citizens of St. Louis County.ò 

 Jenny Mayberry:  ñGood Afternoon. I'm writing on behalf of my children. It's my job to 

decide what is best for MY children. I mean after all, that's my job not yours. I want you to know 

I vote and I will share with everyone I know to vote you out in November. #letthemplayò 

Kara Sher, 716 Barham Down Drive, Ballwin, MO, 63011:  ñPLEASE lift all mandates! 

We arenôt listening to your BS anymore! STL County residents are DONE with Page and the 

councilôs decisions! The science doesnôt support your unconstitutional power-grabbing mandates! 

We are taking our health into our own hands and bypassing anything youôve suggested in the past 

and anything you may try to suggest in the future. Your power-grab is over.ò 

Deb Matush, 1455 Cragwold Road, St. Louis, MO, 63122:  ñExecutive Page and Council 

Members, Another week, same problems. No accountability - cares funding, morgue building, or 

anything you basically donôt want to answer for No in person school - even if parents and teachers 

want to No explanation for masks when there are two medical persuasions No rescinding of the 

state of emergency - there isnôt one any longer No sports except for special sports like Cross 

Country - right Sam. People are starting to pay attention. The ground swell is turning into a 

springboard. Paul Berry is looking really good to many now. I thought it was interesting that people 

decided to let you know how they felt about your latest shenanigan with closing sports for youth, 

except for the one your son is the captain of, by protesting your home. Maybe you now have some 

empathy for the McCloskeyôs and others who have a large crowd outside their home. The group 

of people who have about had it with your shenaniganôs is growing. Businesses are closing forever. 

Goodbye taxes and licenses and leases and mortgages. No wonder people are moving out of the 

county. You act like you know whatôs best for us rather than asking. Whoôs controlling the puppet  
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strings or better yet campaign contributions? MY REQUESTS:  OPEN THE COUNTY FULLY. 

Parts of our county look like a ghost town. People just go shop in other counties or online. What 

is the tax implication of that?  STOP THE STATE OF EMERGENCY - THERE ISNôT ONE - 

THE CURVE WAS FLATTENED LONG AGO STOP THE MASK MANDATE. I saw a phrase 

last week that said DONôT BE A MASKHOLE. OPEN SCHOOLS FULLY. Other states are doing 

it successfully, even parts of Missouri are doing it successfully. REMEMBER OUR SPECIAL 

NEEDS STUDENTS. I guess if you all had a special needs child you would handle it like Sam did 

with Cross Country - special favors for special needs. STOP MAKING BUSINESS OWNERS 

POLICE THEIR CUSTOMERS. They already have enough pressures initiated by you all. And 

finally, you got caught bundling letters. I know people whoôs letters got bundled with others. 

Shame on you. If we came in person that wouldnôt happen. What you afraid of? You already have 

a mask mandate in all county buildings. Canôt face the music? WAKE UP YOU GUYS - this is 

not about politics this is about PEOPLEôS LIVES.ò 

Cynthia Hoops, 7609 Rover Walk Court, St. Louis, MO, 63129:  ñTo Whom it May 

Concern, My son lost his Senior year baseball season when covid it. It was devastating to him and 

many other Spring players who missed an opportunity to be seen by a college scout. I did not 

believe it was the right thing to do to know little about COVID and I do not believe it is the right 

thing to do knowing what we know now about COVID How can Oakville not play but Fox can. 

Same Page has made a decision not supported by science. Follow the science not the numbers. It 

should be the parents and child's choice if they play. Executives powers should NOT be this far 

reaching. LET THEM PLAY.ò 

Julie Mchugh:  ñLast week, this council chose to ignore over 15 hours worth of commentary 

from concerned citizens. The county executive as well as the council ignores the hundreds of 

comments received on the county executiveôs Facebook page. Some citizens have reported getting  
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ñmailbox not monitoredò replies to their emails to a certain councilperson. This is completely 

unacceptable. You only hold the positions you do because of the people of this county. Every 

citizenôs voice deserves to not only be heard, but their concerns acknowledged and answered with 

a definitive plan of action for change. You had an opportunity to effect change with the bills 

presented by Mr. Fitch and Mr. Harder that would limit the county executiveôs emergency orders 

to 15 days. You have repeatedly failed to support those bills despite the outcries of citizens. While 

you delay, people are losing their businesses, unsure how they will feed their families, children are 

isolated from friends, athletes are losing opportunities to hone skills and get scholarships, elderly 

are dying alone, and depression and suicide rates are climbing. Meanwhile, other counties as well 

as other countries have returned to normal. We as citizens refuse to believe the fantasy that a virus 

is so intelligent that it can determine where the lines are drawn on a map of counties. We refuse to 

be held captive by the fear of Covid 19 ñcases.ò Respectively, both the $1 and $2 million dollar 

facilities in Florissant and Earth City established to relieve the Covid 19 overload have closed. The 

threat has passed and we are left with a 99% survival rate. You, as council members representing 

this county, should be appalled at the treatment of citizens. Where is your outrage? Where is 

YOUR outcry? Where are your bills intended to get St. Louis County up and running again? Where 

are your votes for Mr. Fitch and Mr. Harderôs bills? Donôt sit by and watch the countyôs economy 

collapse, thousands of citizens move away, and remaining citizensô lives be forever changed. Your 

citizens deserve better. Itôs time to DO better. End the mask mandate. Open churches. Open 

schools. Let athletes play. Itôs time to limit the county executiveôs power.ò 

Stacey Clancy, MD, 812 Fall Crown Lane, Fenton, MO, 63026:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council 

Chair Clancy and St. Louis County Council, I rarely get involved in politics except to vote but I 

canôt stand by and stay quiet any longer. I am also a physician and I fail to see ANY reason why 

high school sports are being singled out. There are zero deaths and almost zero hospitalizations for  

  



Journal of the County Council           Page 199                                       September 23, 2020 

Public Forum ï Continued  

 

this age group. Tell me why our high school students are being held responsible for keeping the 

rest of the county healthy. A high risk 70 yr old can choose to go to the casino for several hours 

exposing themselves. They can then go to the bar to continue their night drinking beer mask free 

for as long as they choose. They can also go to the gym and work out next to someone who takes 

their mask off if they choose. However, I cannot allow my very healthy low risk son to run on a 

football field? Tell me how these rules make sense for public health. I am all for keeping people 

healthy. Itôs my job and I do it all day. I am not for selective application that is harming our kids. 

Using data that conveniently includes college freshmen and sophomores is skewing data to your 

advantage. My son played baseball on a travel team all summer. Zero Covid. The only high school 

kids I know getting Covid are the ones going to parties because their sports are being cancelled. 

Let our kids play. They need physical activity. They need to learn teamwork. They need to learn 

dedication and respect. All things team sports teach them. What are you teaching them? Thank 

you.ò 

 Courtney Santeliz, Good Afternoon, Please assist Dr. Keith Marty and the Parkway Board 

of Education with getting at least K-2 back into school before October 27 as their ñpossibleò start 

date. The majority of other districts are already back or will be by the end of September. This is 

based on recommendation of local pediatricians and the heartbreaking struggles our young learners 

and working families are currently facing. There are serious regressions taking place and they are 

starting to hate school. Please help them before it is too little, too late. Below is the pediatriciansô 

letter link for reference. https://www.riverbender.com/articles/details/letter-to-the-editor-local-

pediatricians-with-american-academy-of-pediatrics-and-cdc-share-strong-recommendation-for-

inperson-schooling-44244.cfm. Thank you.ò 

 Steve Savis, 624 Wyndham Crossings Circle, Des Peres, MO, 63131:  ñDear Dr. Page and 

St. Louis County Council Members, I am the father of a freshman football player and a seventh  
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grade soccer player. My freshman son has put in tremendous effort practicing and preparing to 

play in his first high school football game. I am extremely proud of his efforts and the drive and 

determination he has shown. I know he will be incredibly disappointed if after all of his hard work 

he is prohibited from playing his first football game during his freshman year. When he asks why 

his brother can play soccer games while he canôt play football games all I can really tell him is life 

is not fair. After looking at the reasons provided by Dr. Page, who is dictating the current situation, 

I have no good explanation to give my son. Instead, I will use this as a teaching moment to educate 

my son on the role politics are playing in this decision. I will teach him how his voice and future 

vote can influence and help prevent circumstances such as this in the future. He has also submitted 

a comment for tonightôs meeting. We ask the you please let them play!ò 

Dr. William K. Whitson, 12417 Nicholas Lane, St. Louis, MO, 63131:  ñDear Dr. Page and 

council members, For weeks now you have taken an extremely conservative approach when it 

comes to allowing our youth to re-engage in their normal school and sports activities. As a fellow 

doctor/ health care provider, I can appreciate a conservative approach. You have based your 

decisions, at least in name, on "the data", and recommendations from whom you deem worthy 

advisors. I can respect that. Covid data that you've quoted has changed dramatically in a positive 

direction. The vast majority of your constituents are ready for you to make changes to your policies 

accordingly. Simply put, it's time to remove the county recommendations for online school and 

lift restrictions on sports. Our teachers and public school administrators are working extremely 

hard and are doing their best to make online leaning a valuable educational experience, but 

comparing this experience to in person education is laughable. Unfortunately, it's not funny. Lack 

of attention, enumerable distractions, and lack of supervision at home is difficult enough. The 

ability of educators to truly know their students, observe their progress, and engage with them 

when they are struggling makes true teaching and learning possible. It's not happening. The myriad  
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of other concerns associated with not being in school ( absence of collaboration with peers, lack 

of supervision, cheating, nutritional concerns, and abuse issues to name a few) make it imperative 

that we get our kids back in school now. I have smart kids who are good students. They are 

struggling with this online format. I can only imagine what is happening in less fortunate homes. 

Sports is another form of education in my opinion. Practicing for months and not getting the 

opportunity to experience the fruits of ones labors can be compared to teaching school with no 

testing. I believe the adverse psychological effects of not being able to compete in sports, far 

outweigh the current level of inherent risks associated with competing in games regardless the 

level of contact. If you have any data that suggests otherwise, please share that information. I 

witness the effects daily in my household. Despite encouragement and attempts to explain the 

rationale of your decisions, the disappointment on their faces, and borderline depression in their 

demeanor is overwhelming for me. I'm willing to bet that every parent feels the same way. You 

have an opportunity to create change for the better. The data says: Get our kids in school! and Let 

Them Play! Thank you.ò 

 Claudia Bommarito:  ñHello, I have 2 seniors this year at Lindbergh High School. Both 

girls are active at school and athletes. While I understand the need to try and keep the kids safe 

from Covid19 it is very dishearten watching the counties all around STL return to in school 

learning and playing their sports. If this is happening all over the state and country why is St. Louis 

county not joining the in and getting out kids back where they belong ... in school. I would love 

for my girls to have their SR year it at all possible. Thanks.ò 

 Sara Barnes, 4950 Lowndes Drive, St. Louis, MO, 63129:  ñDr. Page and Council 

Members, I am writing simply to demand the support of the bills that limit the power of the County 

Executive, even in a 'State of Emergency'. I am writing simply to demand a return to normalcy for 

our youth, the most important and vulnerable members of our community, whose well-being  
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should be the deciding factor in every conversation. These young people are the least affected, and 

yet the most affected. It is illogical and reeks of foul motives. An immediate lift of the sports 

mandate. An immediate lift of the overreach that you are exhibiting in your regulations, in the 

name of a threat that, if handled with common sense practices, is less dangerous than the 'solutions' 

you have put in place. I am writing simply to demand that a precedent be set NOW that no one 

human being ever be given ultimate decision making power in our county again.ò 

 Ryan Zimmermann, 3944 Butler Hill Road, St. Louis, MO, 63129:  ñI am at a loss. It is the 

end of September and my children are falling further behind in school every day. We have kids in 

highschool needing to play sports but they can't compete. All because of these ridiculous 

guidelines. Why? You can go across the river and do whatever you want. Not only are you hurting 

our kids but you are killing the economy in St. Louis County. Not one child has died from 

COVID!!! The rest of Missouri is allowing parents to decide what is best for their kids. If parents 

don't want their kids to play sports or go to school in person they have that right. You don't know 

my kids or what is best for them. Let us decide what is best for our kids.ò 

Lori Snell, 775 Berquist Drive, Ballwin, MO, 63011:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council Chair 

Clancy, and St. Louis County Council, For all of my 47 years, I have loved living in St. Louis 

County. My parents were born and raised here, and I had planned to raise my 4 children here as 

well. It is a great place full of so many fantastic citizens. Your recent restrictions on schools and 

kids' sports is causing my family and many others to contemplate moving out of St. Louis. Just 

yesterday we made 4 separate trips to St. Charles County for my kids' extracurricular activities. 

My parents, who still live in St. Louis and are at risk health wise, feel completely safe sitting on 

the sidelines of their grandson's baseball games and granddaughters' soccer games. Putting more 

limits on what we can do here in St. Louis doesn't give you more power over us when we have the 

freedom to live our lives elsewhere. You are only weakening our economy and the mental health 

of the wonderful people whom you are called to serve. Thank you.ò  
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 Marc Robinson, 1984 Woodmoor Ridge Drive, Wildwood, MO, 63011:  ñGood evening, 

On March 23rd our county executive shut down all non essential businesses in an attempt to flatten 

the curve. That is what we were told. Schools followed the suggestion, again to flatten the curve, 

give hospitals time to obtain ventilators and make sure we don't overwhelm them. It made sense. 

7 weeks later on May 15th many reports came out showing how St. Louis had flatten the curve. 

Multiple graphs and illustrations and even quotes from Dr. Garza stating we had done just that, we 

had significantly flattened the curve. The news reported that the restrictions would loosen up and 

life could start to look like normal again. That was 19 weeks ago. Not only have we flattened the 

curve and it has stayed flat, we have now been held hostage by a power hungry county executive 

and a county council chair woman who has zero checks and balances. For 26 week our businesses, 

our families, our children have been isolated and controlled by you. You have no data to prove 

that any of it was even worth it and its clear the last 19 weren't even justified. You're flirting with 

infringement upon our constitutional rights. We agreed to do the right thing while it is clear all you 

did was promote fear. All your data is dried up and you are still digging your heels in to prove you 

are right. How many more businesses do you need to close and go under? How many more children 

do you want to suffer from depression and abuse? This is all caused by YOU and half your counsel 

who refuse to stand up for what is right. We hear loud and clear who you are looking out for and 

its not the people who you work for or vote you in. We all will remember that in November.ò 

Christine Benson, 2161 Hickory Drive, Chesterfield, MO, 63005:  ñAs a healthcare 

professional I understand the inherent risk of communicable diseases. We have flattened the curve 

and curbed spread in our community according to Dr. Garza. The county executive is naïve to 

think you can mandate a virus away. The lack of oversight provided by the county council to the 

county executive is appalling . The August 12, 2020 audit by Nicole Gallowayôs office describes 

this in detail. Is it the council's opinion to ignore the State Auditorôs 41 page report? Is it the  
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councilôs opinion that the county executive should remain the sole decision-maker for St. Louis 

County? What is there to hide? Those who have nothing to hide do not fear oversight. This situation 

is dangerous for all of those involved. Why were you elected? To represent your constituents - not 

to give the County Executive unbridled power and an open checkbook with $100 million dollars 

left to spend. If the county executive is allowed to have power like thiséthere is no need for a 

county council. I support Tim Fitch and Mark Harder in their efforts to allow the County Council 

to do their job and represent the citizens of St. Louis County.ò 

Steven K. Burns, 1670 Westmeade Drive, Chesterfield, MO, 63005:  ñDear Dr. Page, 

Council Chair Clancy and St. Louis County Council, I am sending this letter in support of the bills 

being brought forth this evening by Tim Fitch and Mark Harder. The County Executive authority 

to restrict the freedoms of the constituents of St. Louis County beyond what is prescribed at the 

state level during a pandemic should not go unchecked as they are now. I have heard arguments 

aimed toward conservatives calling for Governor Parsons to step in and save residents from our 

St. Louis County Government. It has been argued that deferring to the County Executive versus 

Governor Parsons represents the type of local governance that aligns with conservative principals. 

Asking for stronger governance at the state level versus the county level is counter to conservative 

principals. Indeed I agree that the more local control the better. Therefore I am in favor of each  

St. Louis county mayor and municipality having more say over restrictions of their constituents. 

Chesterfield should do what is right for Chesterfield and Wildwood for Wildwood and Eureka for 

Eureka and so on. The bills proposed fall short of this ideal but are a step in the right direction to 

restoring transparency and credibility in our local county governance.ò 

Jill Clark, 1420 Eddystone Place, Webster Groves, MO, 63119:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council 

Chair Clancy and St. Louis County Council, Please support Bills 175 and 176. Parents should be 

allowed to decide if their kids can play sports. Parents have to make decisions all the time about  
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the health and well-being of their kids. This decision certainly should not be left up to one 

politician. You are allowing one politician to determine the future of numerous children who will 

miss scholarship opportunities by missing their sports season. Not going to college with alter the 

outcome of their lives forever. One person is holding all the power and you are allowing it for 

political reasons. It is time to start thinking about the consequences of this decision for the youth 

of St. Louis instead of politics. Stop using children as political pawns and allow parents to make 

decisions about their children. Thank you.ò 

LCDR Todd Simpson, US NAVY, 341 Country Club Drive, Ballwin, MO, 63011:  ñTo 

whom it my concern, I am an active duty service member and everyday I worry about my families 

well being, future and education. I have four girls who are all in school (parkway school district) 

and need to get back to normal by attending school and playing sports.  I 100% support the kids 

returning to school 5 days a week and bring all sports etc. back.  Based on current events I have 

no concerns with them returning and hope we put our kids education first.ò 

Barbie Schnarr, 122 Spring Leigh Court, Ballwin, MO, 63011:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council 

Chair Clancy and St. Louis County Council, Here we are, another week goes by that the high 

school kids can't play competitive sports or go to school in person but can practice and scrimmage 

against one another truly how is the risk any different? My daughters are stuck at home every day 

by themselves virtual learning, while their father and I leave the house to work, mentally they are 

not doing well, academically they are fine but I cannot imagine another 9 weeks of being home 

day and day out for my girls, all based on 1 person's decision to keep every kid "safe". It is not a 

perfect world or scenario to have a novel virus running amuck but I think we have been locked 

down long enough to know the virus is not going anywhere. We need to figure out how to go about 

our lives and learn to live with it. Part of that is reopening schools and letting the kids be kids, we 

can do that safely with masks, hand washing, social distancing and less scare tactics. It is much  
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easier to do contact tracing with sports teams and school classes when it would be needed. It has 

been done already and can be done in St. Louis County. As a registered voter and a part of this 

county I have asked for reliable statistics and still none have been given, to prove that the decision 

to keep them home and not playing competitive sports is more beneficial. There are plenty of 

schools playing and going to school and they seem to be figuring out how to live with this virus 

and not be in fear. Why is St.Louis county any different? To all the other council members I'm 

urging you to reconsider your votes on the bills being reintroduced tonight from Tom Fitch and 

when it comes time for you to vote really ask yourself if you would want just one person to have 

all the say for everyone in the county? Sure maybe you are in agreement with that one person this 

time, but what if the tables were turned and you actually disagreed with that person and they 

wouldn't even give you the time of day to listen to your perspective, do you really think they should 

have the final say? Just think about it. Thank you for your time.ò 

Tatyana Kaucic, 13162 Golden Brook Lane, DeSoto, MO, 63020:  ñTo whom it May 

concern, As a former citizen of communist / authoritarian country, I am increasingly alarmed by 

the familiar patterns of governmental overreach bordering with tyrany, rules that apply to some, 

but not others, orders that are confusing at best and contradicting at worst, bureaucracy and 

corruption at the highest levels. I was extremely lucky to escape my former country of 

Turkmenistan (communist USSR republic turned authoritarian) and move to the United States in 

2001. I passionately appreciate the rights we enjoy here because I grew up in a country with 

numerous perpetual human rights violations. As an American citizen, I am very alarmed to see 

those rights are being taken away from us with lightning speed. We cannot allow ourselves to 

blindly obey to orders that make no sense and have conflicting and questionable data. It creates a 

bad precedent, just look at the past...I concur with the following message and support all of these 

parents wholeheartedly! Even though I no longer live in St Louis county, I CAN'T not speak up  
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for what's right, especially for our children! "This request is for you to end the county wide 

mandate to wear masks, to lift capacity limits, end social distancing orders, end virtual education, 

restore youth sports, and vote YES on bills 175 and 176 today. We as rational, logical, adult 

citizens can decide for ourselves appropriate actions to take to keep ourselves and our community 

healthy. This virus has caused the death of 0.07% of people in our county. While each person lost 

is a tragedy, this number simply does not justify the type of mandates in place. We do not need 

mandates restricting our freedoms when our hospitals are not overrun and we have ñflattenedò the 

curve as you originally asked. Lift all mandates today and allow St. Louis county to heal from the 

hardships the mandates have caused." Thank you for your time and consideration!ò 

Shelley Zimmermann, 3944 Butler Hill Road, St. Louis, MO, 63129:  ñI am very 

disappointed in how St. Louis County is handling this so-called Pandemic. You are keeping our 

children from getting a proper education and living a fulfilled life. Our children will now be behind 

compared to their counterparts on the other side of the river and other parts of the state. It should 

be a parent's decision if they want their children to attend school or play a sport, not the 

government's. I urge you to turn the page and remove the restrictions and LET THEM LEARN 

and LET THEM PLAY!ò 

Zach Stapleton, 8015 Crescent Drive, Clayton, MO, 63105:  ñMy name is Zach Stapleton. 

I am a Senior at Clayton High School.  I play Varsity Soccer and Basketball. Please let us go back 

to sports and back to school.  I have loved soccer since I was in Kindergarten. Iôve been playing 

competitively since 2nd grade. There are hardly any cases of Covid in the high school ages of  

14-19 (which by the way, 19 year olds are not in high school they are in college). We should be 

playing. There have been no deaths among kids 0-19 in the state. We are not risking our lives by 

playing soccer. The harm to our mental health if you donôt let us play is of much more concern 

than the risk of us catching Covid at an OUTDOOR soccer game. Please let us have our senior 

season. We should be playing when everyone else in the state is playing.ò  
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Grover D. Morgan, Jr. and Jaclyn L. Morgan, 734 Muir View, Ballwin, MO, 63011:  ñSince 

people are so willing to voice opposition, we decided to let you know that we support the sports 

restrictions, the masks, the social distancing and remote learning until the numbers show signs of 

improvement.ò 

Ed Golterman, 542 Wooddell Court, Kirkwood, MO:  ñMembers of the Council and 

Executive Page, make a strong assessment of the óexemptionsô you granted and you prohibited 

along the Coronavirus path. Are adjustments needed? Among the businesses and industries that 

are dead,  is one I can help bring back to life in St. Louis County. Carefully, step by step. Just ask. 

And, limit comments to 2 minutes. Thank You.ò 

Kim Smith, 3121 Tollgate Road, Saint Louis, MO, 63129:  ñPlease re-evaluate fall sports 

for our high school kids and allow all sports to safely compete. My high school son safety played 

baseball in Arnold Mo all summer with no issues and it was so great to get them active again and 

feeling part of something. He is a new freshman and is ready to play soccer this fall and then 

Baseball this spring for OHS. He also plays select so alternative plans just donôt work for kids that 

play both. Letôs get these kids back to as close to normal as we can to avail any long term negative 

impacts. #letthemplayò 

Anita Schnapp, 661 Carman Meadows Drive, Ballwin, MO, 63021:  ñDear Council, 

PLEASE let our children get back to school and sports. Numerous mental health agencies spoke 

yesterday about what they are doing to help people deal with the stress of covid, and the COVID 

related increase in drug and alcohol use and depression.  Socialization and productivity, (like 

children get in school) and exercise and teamwork (like they get at sports) are great ways to deal 

with stress.  It is well documented that kids in after school activities are less likely to use drugs.  It 

makes no sense that during this stressful time, we are taking away a great source of support for 

these kids. As a physician, if I prescribe medication for hypertension, and the patientôs blood  
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pressure improves but they develop debilitating headaches, how much have I really helped that 

patient?  What if I find out their blood pressure cuff is faulty?   The countyôs current approach is 

ONLY looking at infection rate (similar to blood pressure)  and not at any of the consequences of 

these mandates (like the debilitating headache).  And I have yet to see reliable data on infection or 

transmission rates (like a faulty cuff). We have had school, businesses and everyday life disrupted 

for 6 months.  The vaccine is not right around the corner.  And if you keep the county on lockdown 

until the vaccine is developed, we are going to be in much worse shape from the ñcureò than the 

disease. Thank you.ò 

Zackery Keys:  ñI personally have too support the decisions too suspend most sports 

activities when human contact is involved in like of Covid 19 , I support Council input , and would 

allow Mr. Page to proceed with caution !ò 

Barb Burke, 15528 95th Avenue, Florissant, MO, 63034:  ñI have lived in North St Louis 

County for my entire childhood and now married life.  I have five children, two of which are of 

voting age.   I locked down my entire family back in March.   My children were not allowed to 

leave the house for any reason.   My youngest (10 years old) in May started suffering from extreme 

depression.  She lives for playing hockey and soccer.  Sam Page has decided he and he alone can 

make decisions regarding my children playing sports.   He has been asked many times to just give 

the data, why he thinks sports are not ok.  He feels it is unsafe to play a sport (hockey)  where the 

players are truly covered from head to toe!   Parents are safer crowded around a door then in a 

2000 seat stadium!  Parents should be allowed to choose if sports are safe for their family!  If I can 

choose to go to six flags (which I would never do at this time) I should be able to choose to let my 

kids play sports!   I do not have any problem going across the river so my kids can play sports. 

#letthemplayò 
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Steve Menendez, 5812 Bahnfyre Court, St. Louis, MO, 63128:  ñKids need in person 

school and sports and that goes for all ages. The mental toll it is taking on our children is 

tremendous. 46 games for two of my kids age 8 & 9 and none for my oldest son because heôs 17! 

As a coach to both my younger kids baseball and soccer I can say we have played all summer in 

Jefferson County with not a single case of Covid.This virus is not leaving us soon. We have to 

learn to live with it safely. My oldest is a Senior in High School at St. Mary's. Our high school 

children are vulnerable right now - their normal has been stripped away. They have dreams and 

hopes and only have four years to experience it. The comradery of an athletic event, the excitement 

of the crowd, the chance for that scholarship, seeing their friends in the hallway, and goofing off 

with their friends (yes that is important). They have been working their tails off preparing. Many 

depend on those scholarship opportunities which require them to play games and have stats to 

make that happen. They have been asked to deal with so much already with many losing some 

varsity seasons last spring and now again this fall and then when does it stop? Page has provided 

no data point or goal for when restrictions can or will be lifted because he doesnôt have to! He is 

left completely unchecked. Our overall positivity rate is below 5% and the positivity rate in the 

10-19 year old age group is down 41% over the latest 2 week period. We have all figured out that 

the positivity rate you kept referencing in the 15-19 year old range averages out to about 1 positive 

case per day out of 5 total kids tested. He has still not addressed the 19 year old college kids being 

in the data for determining when high school kids can return to school! Absolutely absurd to allow 

one man all that power. We are failing our youth! Get them back in school and on the field.ò 

Christine Anderson:  ñCounty Council, I am writing to you to voice my full and complete 

support for St. Louis County to send our children back to full time, in-person learning and to voice 

my support for students returning to full participation in sports as well. My child has an IEP, and 

is struggling with online learning to the point of failing grades, daily tears and severe depression,  
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the only way she has a fighting chance of being successful academically is to return to a classroom 

setting. Being away from school for so long has been detrimental to her mental health, has been 

especially detrimental to her academic progress and I fear for how far behind she will be when 

students are finally allowed to return to school. The sooner student return to the classroom can 

take place, the better, especially for the children with learning disabilities! I will continue to 

strongly voice my concerns for my child, and all students, especially those that have IEPs, as it 

certainly does not seem anyone in the council is advocating for them or hearing the concerns of 

parents and students. In addition to in-person learning, I think it is just as important to allow our 

students to fully participate in their sport(s) of choice. The physical exercise, along with team 

interaction and competitions are so important to children, especially when many of our students 

are dealing with more mental health issues than ever before due to the current circumstances. For 

many of these students, sports is the only outlet for stress relief, as they're sitting in front of 

computer screens for a large part of the day. I strongly urge all members of the council to reconsider 

their stance on both of these issues for the health and well being of our children!ò 

Joanna Fiehler, 1748 Orchard Hill Drive. Chesterfield, MO, 63017:  ñI am asking you to 

support Tim Fitch and Mark Harderôs bills to create council oversight of the County Executive and 

Department of Health emergency powers. My daughter has played field hockey for Parkway West 

for three years, she needs to be part of a team, she needs to have this outlet from the pressure of 

high school, she needs to play.ò 

Kris Hanson, 22 Steeple Hill Lane, Ballwin, MO, 63011:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council Chair 

Clancy, and St Louis County Council, I am asking for you to support and vote today to pass Bills 

by Fitch and Harder to amend Title VI, Chapter 600 and Title VII, Chapter 703. I currently have a 

Scholar-Athlete at Missouri Baptist University in her sophomore year, a Scholar-Athlete at 

Chaminade College Preparatory School in his sophomore year, and a 5th grader at Henry  
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Elementary in the Parkway School District. I support the great schools of St Louis County and I 

find a benefit in staying local when it comes to education. I see that my children are being left 

behind by their counterparts in other parts of Missouri based on the lengthy restrictions that have 

been in place on our youth in our area. I feel forced to reconsider where we will send our children 

in 2021 so that they can continue to benefit from a well-rounded education and athletic opportunity. 

I ask that you support to amend the drafted proposal by Fitch and Harder so that I can continue to 

invest in our local St Louis County economy and keep my kids close to home. Time for change in 

the midst of the challenge that COVID-19 has placed on all of us. Let's move forward with re-

instating fall sports and in-person education as a sign of strength that together we can all unite. 

Thank You for your time St Louis County Council.ò 

Mary Ann Etling, 13218 Romany Way Court, St. Louis, MO, 63131:  ñI am a grandmother 

but know that my grandchildren want to play sports and have parents and grandparents come 

watch. It is good organized fun and exercise for them. I also think all kids should be back in school 

full time. As a retired teacher I know that kids need face to face instruction and hands on in several 

subjects like science. It is difficult for parents who are trying to work from home to see that their 

children stay focused on a computer screen for their education. The children are playing together 

so why not go to school together.ò 

Kim OôShaughnessy, 21 Clermont Lane, St. Louis, MO, 63124:  ñI strongly urge you to 

vote to pass the revised bills 175 and 176 to limit Sam Page and the health department's excessive 

mandates on St. Louis County. These excessive mandates are destroying businesses, childrenôs 

futures, parentôs ability to succeed at work, etc. Both the CDC and the American Academy of 

Pediatrics recommend kids return to the classroom, so why is St. Louis county not allowed to? 

Young adults who play sports are not competitive for scholarships when other areas and states are 

carrying on with life as if Covid werenôt a threat. The Covid mortality rate is not a threat to our 

population. Itôs time to move forward.ò   
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Nate Berger, 2336 Maybrook Lane, St. Louis, MO, 63122:  ñI am a junior at St. John 

Vianney High School. I am a member of the baseball team as well. My sophomore season was cut 

short due to COVID-19. It was so disappointing, but I understand why it had to be done. There 

were so many unknowns with the virus. I did play my entire club baseball season. Since May, I 

practiced and played with my team. It was totally safe. My parents even watched every single 

game. We know so much more about the virus, now. We know how to be careful. I am asking you 

to allow high school sports this fall. If fall sports are moved to spring, many athletes will be forced 

to choose between their school team and their club team because the shortened seasons will 

overlap. I have been looking forward to playing for Coach Brown since I was a freshman. But my 

parents have already paid for my summer club season. Donôt make us choose. Let. Us. Play.ò 

Daniel Maestas, MD, and Barbara Maestas, 1344 Wakeshire Terrace, Ballwin, MO, 63011:  

ñAs a St. Louis county taxpayer and resident We passionately support Fitch & Harderôs new 

proposed bills to limit the mandates County Executive Sam Page and the Health Department can 

enforce on our youngest community members. Having raised four children in the Parkway school 

district, we have witnessed firsthand how vital in-person learning and extra-curricular involvement 

is in a young personôs life, both present and future. I believe it should be the parentôs choice to 

determine what is best for their family, in partnership with their physician; not the County 

Executive or any elected government officials.ò 

Carri Vick:  ñDear Councilmen, My family and I support the #LetThemPlay movement. I 

have 3 high school varsity athletes. The ramifications from not playing is much greater than any 

risk they have on the field/court. 1. The positivity rate among teenager is way down over the last 

two weeks and metro area hospitalizations are significantly down as well. Also, please pass the 

REVISED bills 175 and 176 which require emergency mandates by the health department and 

Sam Page to require 2/3 majority vote by the council. Thank you.ò 
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Sara Carron, 13103 Tesson Hollow Drive, Saint Louis, MO, 63128:  ñDr. Page and Council 

Members - I am a St. Louis County resident and taxpayer, and a parent of two children who attend 

PRIVATE schools in St. Louis County. I am writing to express my disagreement with County 

Executive Pageôs attempts to prevent specifically St. Louis County high school athletes to 

participate in sports (other than the one HIS son participates in). This action is a selfish, and a 

gross abuse of power and not in the best interests of students who are suffering emotionally, 

socially, physically from not being able to play the sport that they love. My children are fortunate 

to be able to attend school in a hybrid fashion because the go to private schools, and with great 

success, ZERO positive cases of COVID; those in quarantine are due to an outside adult exposure, 

not from a student transmission. Also, I would still like to see actual numbers of REAL high school 

students, ages 14-18. I donôt know many 19 year old students still in high school, and that age 

should not be included when making decisions for high school aged students. So much has already 

been cancelled/affected for the high school age students. From testing opportunities, college visits, 

on campus events, and recruiting opportunities for college bound athletes. They have adapted, but 

you must stop penalizing these students, they have been through enough, and LET THEM PLAY. 

There is not substantial PROOF that COVID is spreading due to youth sports. Thank you for your 

time.ò 

Anne Keely, 12 Middlesex Drive, Brentwood, MO, 63144:  ñDr. Sam Page, Itôs time to do 

the right thing! Itôs time for all schools to be in person, preschool to seniors in high school! Itôs 

time for SNAP to be in person not on zoom! Itôs time to let kids play sports! Itôs time for the 

marching band to play at a football game! Itôs time for the seniors to get their senior season! Itôs 

time for the freshmen to experience their first high school game! Itôs time for the coaches to coach 

their teams in games! Itôs time for the parents who drove their child to numerous practices to watch 

them play! Itôs time for me to watch my daughter play and compete against other schools! Itôs time  
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for you to stop making all the decisions. We are a democracy not a dictatorship! Itôs time to admit 

19 year olds arenôt in high school! Itôs time for a change! Itôs time to Let Them Play!ò 

Sara Cooney:  ñDear St Louis Council, Too much has been lost due to Covid- lives, jobs, 

security, livelihoods. This is something we all have to get through as a society.  Back in March 

when we all locked down to óflatten the curveô- I actually thought Americans did a good job, and 

then weeks and weeks later I also was proud of The American public  bc People started to ask 

questions and find other resources - not just the hyped up media for sound information.   Your 

constituents come from many different backgrounds and have the same access to data you have.  

The fact is- The data DOES not support your ONE opinion!!!  The council should be ashamed of 

themselves for allowing one man so much power!! Iôd watch your budget- anyone who thrives 

from empowering himself and belittling others is capable of much evil! Now almost 8 months into 

this pandemic- everyone who has educated themselves on Covid knows that this is NOT going 

away.  So we need to lead as normal of a life as possible while keeping as many people as possible 

safe. Children and young adults are NOT getting critically ill- not even close.  They should not be 

penalized for those who are high risk!!!  These teens- HS age specifically- these are some of THE 

MOST critical/ growing/ life changing years of their life!!!  They need to be IN school 100% and 

they need to be doing what they love- PLAYING SPORTS!!!  They need to be fans at games, they 

need to be at pep rallies, playing band!!  In the end- it is this younger population that will save us 

all- HERD IMMUNITY is the ONLY guarantee with this virus- hopefully in combination with a 

vaccine But the vaccine is the óIFô not the óWHENô. Obviously if there are multi generation homes 

or homes with immuno compromised adults- those kids should withdraw.  But that is a small 

percentage!! Please allow our kids to compete- they are meeting on weekends with kids from 

various local schools anyway and scrimmaging!!  My Soph met about 25 other sophôs last weekend 

from about 5 different schools to play a soccer scrimmage.  YOU canôt stop this!  You are taking 

the WRONG approach!!ò  
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Margaret Mackie, 9104 White Avenue, Brentwood, MO, 63144:  ñTo the St. Louis County 

Council, Please support the bills being presented at today's council meeting to ensure that our 

county government is being run in the proper way that our constitution intended, with checks and 

balances. Be your constituents' voice to ensure that Dr. Page is not the only voice. Please support 

these bills to represent your constituents as promised when you were elected to this council The 

message has been loud and clear from residents in St. Louis County - let them play! Please look at 

the data that supports our youth of all ages to play sports. The numbers are continuing to drop in 

St. Louis County. The numerous high schools that are in person learning have very few COVID 

cases. Thank you for setting aside politics and being objective in your decision to support these 

bills by reviewing data that shows that playing sports is healthy, safe, and beneficial for children 

of all ages . Time is running out, the leaves are falling, and it's time to play fall sports! Thank you.ò 

Courtney Biggs, 1351 Oak Borough Drive, Ballwin, MO, 63021:  ñDr Councilman/ 

councilwoman, I am writing you today to urge you to vote in favor of the revised bills 175 and 

176. No man or woman should have the power to make executive orders without a vote, without 

representation of the community upon which they represent. You all represent us. Please do not 

allow one person to be the voice for all of us. Give us back our freedom. Give us back our liberties! 

PLEASE allow us to choose to wear, choose to send our kids to school and choose to allow our 

children to play sports. WE have that right! Please allow me to support my own community. We 

have been driving to have at Charles to have the option to shop with out a mask. My children have 

been playing sports and I am allowed to watch. We stop at quick trip to have our fountain drinks 

after the game. We go out to dinner and to movies in St Charles. We want the same rights that ever 

community has around St. Louis county! Let us keep St Louis County thriving!!! I am ready to 

give my money back to my local businesses. We will continue to use our voices! I will continue 

to write letters, Call Sam Page (which I have done everyday since July and never gotten a call back 

from anyone!) we will not give up until we have our freedom back!! Thank you.ò  
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Boyd Sher, 716 Barham Down Drive, Ballwin, MO, 63011:  ñDear County Council 

Members, Sam Page paid off a $60,000 Sexual Assault lawsuit against councilman Trakas. Trakas' 

law firm donated $15,000 to Page's current campaign. Councilwoman Lisa Clancy's brother is the 

campaign manager for Sam Page. Sam Page, enjoy your last 42 days in office... tic toc tic tocò 

Annie Beattie, 800 Barnes Road, St. Louis, MO, 63123:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council Chair 

Clancy And St. Louis County Council, I am a mother of three children and an attorney (two in 

high school and one in middle school) and an attorney. I am utterly dismayed and disgusted with 

the unilateral power Sam Page is wielding over our County without any data or checks and 

balances. He is depriving our youth the structure and safety of both in person school and sports 

which pediatricians and the Task Force have agreed are of utmost importance. If Sam Page is 

waiting for a vaccine to move forward (as he said on 550) two weeks ago- he will devastate the 

youth and economy of our County. Experts have said a vaccine is at minimum a year away and 

the distribution will take much, much longer than that. Sam Page needs to listen to others advising 

him he is making the wrong choices for our County. Show us the data, show us why you will not 

let our kids play sports when it is safely happening across the river and across the country- areas 

with much higher positivity rates. My children can go to dinner, Top Golf, bowling, Six Flags, a 

movie, a casino (not really but you get my point), go karting, the mall.... but they canôt play 

structured sports where they are a screened, monitored and tracked. We agreed to lock down to 

not overwhelm our hospitals and flatten the curve... not eliminate it. You have continued to lock 

down the children of St. Louis without any checks on your power. Itôs disgraceful.ò  

Connor Stauss:  ñGood Afternoon, As an high school athlete, sports mean so much more 

than you can imagine. For some athletes, it is an escape from problems at home and problems in 

general. Sports are an escape from reality for so many, and taking away this for us athletes is 

something that cannot be given back. Senior athletes will never get their last highschool season  
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back if they do not have this opportunity to play. Sports let students' minds be free from schoolwork 

and stress of other things going on in their lives. It is more than just being able to play, and I hope 

you can understand this. Some students are fighting and working so hard for that scholarship to 

help afford college, but these same students will not have a chance to acquire that scholarship if 

this chance is taken away from them. Students should be given that chance. Let them play.ò 

Eileen Kabbani, 5 Glenkirk Lane, St Louis, MO, 63122:  ñAll, I am in support of Tim Fitch 

and Mark Harder's bills to create council oversight of the County Executive and Department of 

Health emergency powers. Thank you.ò 

Scott P. Nelson, 814 Woodsdale Court, Wildwood, MO:  ñCouncil members, Tonight two 

new bills relating to Dr. Page's authority to institute and enforce orders relating to a pandemic are 

being introduced. Last week a similar bill was stone-walled in a vote that was decided because of 

a lack of understanding of the law through doubt and misinformation cast by the County Attorney, 

Beth Orwick. Ms. Orwick, as a public servant to Dr. Page, cannot render an unbiased opinion and 

therefore should not be permitted to advise or influence the council in what has been such a 

contentious issue. Ms. Orwick will likely oppose these new bills and attempt to introduce doubt 

through her bias as Dr. Page has publicly stated he is opposed to any degree of oversight of his 

orders. I am not aware of any situation where a healthy degree of oversight isn't warranted or 

appropriate, and it is clear that Dr. Page has allowed ego to govern his actions as he continues to 

manipulate data and present as "fact" while strong-arming school districts into submission through 

fear of repercussion. You are being called to step up to do the right thing, as uncomfortable as it 

might feel, however I assure you it is necessary and implore you to support these bills that will 

institute Council oversight of Dr. Page that is long overdue.ò  

Vicki Lesage, 105 Deer Meadows Court, Ballwin, MO, 63011:  ñSubmitting a comment 

for tonight's meeting:  Youth sports are an important part of children's lives, and organized sports  
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benefit kids in numerous ways. In addition to reopening schools for in-person instruction, it is also 

important to allow our children to play organized sports. Our children deserve these opportunities 

to learn, grow, and socialize. I am confident that the members of our community can find a smart 

and safe way to do so in our current environment--many other counties nearby have been able to 

do so and I'm sure we can find inspiration from their plans. Let them play!ò  

Nelia Aubuchon, 9129 Niger Drive, St. Louis, MO, 63123:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council Chair 

Clancy, and St. Louis County Councilmembers, St. Louis County is open for business so therefore 

the Council should be as well. Government transparency is always paramount and this is especially 

true during a state of emergency. Be the servant of the people you swore you'd be when elected 

and reopen the council meetings so the community may attend.ò 

Michael F Wiliams, 140 White Tree Lane, Ballwin, MO, 63011:  ñTo all concerned, Please 

make the proper decision to put all St Louis County School children back in school and let them 

participate in extracurricular activities. The mental health of all our children is in your hands. Do 

the right thing.ò  

Julie Feder, 18 Whitsetts Fork Ridge, Wildwood, MO, 63038:  ñGood evening.  First, I 

would like to ask the council members to consider passing the two resubmitted bills 175 and 176. 

My opinion is based on information released from the recent investigation by Nicole Galloway 

into the former County Executive. What does her investigation have to do with these two bills? 

They are a prime example of what she found with regards to the County Executive position having 

too much power and not enough oversight by the county auditor and the council elected to 

represent the people. Galloway even stated that it was likely to happen again, and here we are, 

questioning the decisions of the current County Executive, his disregard for certain concerns from 

the people he is supposed to represent, his abuse of power, and what transparency/oversight there 

is with regards to the money involved in the Covid response. Also, I respectfully ask that  
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conclusive data is provided concerning the actual number of C19 cases in children from ages 0-18 

(as the CDC uses for children)  within the last 30 days provided by area and number of tests done, 

the new cases that have been reported correlating to the 600 people "in contact" with a positive 

C19 person that were quarantined, and why we went from "flattening the curve", as to not 

overwhelm our healthcare system, to "stopping the spread" completely and what the magic data is 

to live our lives? Thank you for your time and consideration. Kind regards.ò   

Mark Gamache, 1612 Mason Knoll Road, St. Louis, MO, 63131:  ñDear Dr Page, County 

Council Chair Clancy and the St Louis County Council:  Iôm writing to express my utter frustration 

with the mask mandate, Restrictions on sports, restrictions on public gatherings, restrictions on 

restaurants and fitness facilities. We are 6 months into this tyranny and it needs to stop. The lack 

of respect for individual liberties is appalling. People have a right to choose how they go about 

their daily lives. If the lockdowns and mandates were about public health, why are the more serious 

health problems such as obesity, smoking and alcohol abuse basically ignored? Sales of fast food, 

cigarettes and alcohol have not been restricted. The corruption of the Page administration is 

obvious. The waste of $2 million on an unnecessary morgue is just one example of the fear 

mongering. Please allow people to enjoy their civil liberties. Itôs past time. Thanks.ò  

Raelynn Chase, 16074 Hunters Way Drive, Chesterfield, MO, 63005:  ñDear Dr. Page, 

Council Chair Clancy and St. Louis County Council, We are in month 6 of restrictions due to the 

Covid virus.  While I understand there are high risk people that should take extra precautions, it 

has been my first hand experience that children in the 14-19 year age range are not getting sick 

from this virus. 2 of my 3 boys are in this age range and when tested positive for Covid and had 

minor symptoms for 48 hours. We did what was responsible and kept them home and away from 

infecting others, just as we have done in the past when they have had a cold or flu. In the meantime, 

the pandemic has kids that are resigned to doing online school and now you want to prevent them  
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from playing sports.  Preventing them from playing in St. Louis County,  forces kids, parents, 

teams, schools and sports organizations to play in other locations and take tax dollars away from 

St. Louis County while current St Louis County facilities are sitting idle. Just consider the 

economics of it? You have two brand new multi-million dollar ice facilities that opened up in  

St Louis County, and instead of using them, all of the hockey players in those areas are 

driving/flying and supporting facilities in other counties, cities, and states.  Since the start of the 

month, my son has played three tournaments; one in Illinois, one in Minnesota and one in 

Wentzville - all of our ñhomeò games and tournaments have been taken off the schedule so that 

we can now pay for planes, trains, and hotel costs, and support businesses outside of our home 

arenas. If we are playing there, and other areas of the country are able to figure it out, how come 

we cant figure out how to have sports in St Louis County?  How does this make sense? What is 

the burden of having these kids play sports in St Louis County? Even if they contract Covid, these 

are not the age group that is needing medical treatment or hospitalization.  Would healthy children 

who practice and play sports not be a better choice than those sitting in their house looking even 

LONGER at their electronics? And how does it make sense that a 13 year old can play, but if 

youôre 14 you have to sit at home? What alternatives do they have?  If we were given ANY clear 

evidence that indicates why this decision has been made maybe it would make some semblance of 

sense. So far we have not been provided ANY clear statistics that make this ruling justifiable!! Let 

them play!ò   

Dena Ford, 1306 Big Bend Crossing Drive, Manchester, MO:  ñPlease end the St. Louis 

County mandates initiated due to COVID, including the wearing of masks, denying access to 

schools, limiting capacities, and social distance restrictions. After the initial panic surrounding 

Covid-19, the objective facts now show a completely different picture ï there is no medical 

justification for any emergency policy anymore. If we compare the waves of infection in countries  
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with strict lockdown policies to countries that did not impose lockdowns (Sweden, Iceland, etc.), 

we see similar curves. There is no link between the imposed lockdown and the course of the 

infection. Lockdown has not led to a lower mortality rate. The current crisis management has 

become totally disproportionate and causes more damage than it does any good. Social isolation 

and economic damage lead to an increase in depression, anxiety, suicides, intra-family violence, 

and child abuse. Studies have shown that the more social and emotional commitments people have, 

the more resistant they are to viruses. Hospitals are not overwhelmed, which was the initial 

justification to lockdown for two weeks (which was more than 6 months ago.). The United States 

was built on freedom. We should be able to choose what risks we're willing to take in limiting our 

exposure to COVID without a county-wide mandate. The estimated COVID infection fatality rate 

is now less than 1%. This virus is even less dangerous than the flu for those under 24, yet these 

children cannot attend school in person or play sports with their friends. We don't shut down 

schools and extracurricular activities for the flu, so why are we shutting them down for COVID? 

Restaurants are trying to stay open with 25% maximum capacity. Statistics recently leaked in 

Nashville, TN, showed there was no evidence of restaurants or bars spreading COVID. Continued 

lockdowns are only going to cause more harm to local citizens as surrounding counties and 

businesses enjoy the extra revenue (along with those counties collecting the sales tax) from  

St. Louis County residents shopping and eating without restrictions.ò  

Linda Miner, 1725 Derrynane Drive, Manchester, MO, 63021:  ñI am writing to plead with 

St. Louis County to get our youth back to school and back to sports!!! This is about academics and 

mental health at this point. Our high school students are missing out on learning that will leave 

them behind in college. They cannot stay in the house any longer!! It is time to move on with our 

lives and continue to take the precautions that we already are enforcing surrounding the Covid-19 

Virus. Thank you for your time.ò 
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Jennifer Jones, 12723 Topping Acres, Town and Country, MO, 63131:  ñSt. Louis County 

council:  My name is Jennifer Jones and as of last Thursday, I am now a resident of St. Louis 

County on Topping Acres. I have lived my entire life in Arnold, Missouri on a beautiful family 

Street off of telegraph. Four years ago we enrolled our daughter in Westminster Christian Academy 

and I have decided that we did not want her to make that long drive on the highways when she 

turned 16. So, A couple years later we started making plans to move up to St. Louis County as we 

had done most of our socializing in the area and my husband had originally wanted to move his 

home office into the county at some point. Between the two of us we own a restaurant a commercial 

real estate company and a small community bank all in Jefferson County. The handling of the 

coronavirus by St. Louis County has caused me to question everything that I have believed for the 

past two years and making my plans to build my home in St. Louis County. Two weeks ago we 

came very close to just putting our newly constructed homes on the market and wanted to stay put 

in Jefferson County. The only reason we went ahead with our move is because we did not want to 

disappoint our two daughters one of which is at Westminster the other daughter and her husband 

and our grandchild moved in right down the street on Topping to be near us at our new home as 

they lived on the same street as us in Arnold before hand. I cannot believe the time and effort that 

I have put in to building a home in St. Louis County and the whole last 4 months all I could think 

of is how I donôt want to move in to St Louis county anymore. I just literally cannot believe what 

this county has become and how it looks to everyone else it is a joke it is horrible I feel like there 

is a vice around me and the control is something that I have never experienced in my life and I 

think it is horrible and though I love my house, if I had to do over again I would have never moved 

here! The St. Louis County executive handling of the coronavirus and the county council giving 

up so much control to him has reversed everything that I have believed in about this area that I had 

so look forward to moving into prior to this. Even though I have much disdain for the former  
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county executive I know for a fact he would not have locked business down and schools the way 

this one has! You have many peoples lives on your hands you are destroying businesses and you 

are destroying kids souls and their mental health itôs on the decision makers and itôs terrible! I 

cannot believe I live in a county that prevents me and my husband both are going to watch my 

daughter play tennis in a parkð When you say it out loud you just literally canôt believe the words 

because theyôre so ridiculous! If someone doesnôt want to go out into a business fine, if someone 

doesnôt want to go to school and wants to do a virtual fine, if someone doesnôt want to let their 

child play athletics fineðdonôt control the ones that want to and prevent it! It is such a sad time 

for me and my family and so many others to be living through this feeling of being so controlled 

and words just canôt represent the extreme frustration and sadness that is in my heart. Thank you 

for your time.ò  

Caroline Blankemeyer, 637 Westledge Court, St. Louis, MO, 63131:  ñDear County 

Council- Please change the decision to keep our kids from in person learning and from playing 

games in St. Louis county. It is imperative to the kids mental health to be around other kids doing 

what they love. Having kids isolated and away from their peers is eroding their mental state. They 

are ending up on even more screen time which as we all know is not a good thing for them. This 

is devastating for the kids who are counting on these sports to get them a scholarship. My husband 

is in healthcare and has been going to work everyday into the hospitals- there is no overcrowding. 

So much so that friends of his got laid off. We started with -flatten the curve, now it seems, the 

narrative is eliminating the virus- which is ridiculous- at what cost??? These kids are not ending 

up in hospital, but they might, for other very tragic reasons- not Covid-, if their life cannot continue 

more normally. Please reconsider.ò 

Matt Losse, 882 Alexandra Avenue, Glendale, MO, 63122:  ñI submit the following 

comments as a St. Louis County taxpayer, and father of 3 children in the Kirkwood school district,  
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in middle school, and high school. It is time, time to get our kids back in school, time to get these 

kids back to their sports, and other extracurricular activities for their the mental, and physical 

health. It is time, for you Sam Page to quit making these decisions in the name of politics, by 

continuing to double down on your ridiculous edicts for us to follow without any data provided to 

back them up. It is time for you, council members, to listen to your constituents, there needs to be 

oversight. It is time for all of you to realize that these are our decisions to make for our children, 

we should decide what, when and where it is safe for them to participate! The toughest part of 

being a leader is allowing yourself to take a step back from your emotional, and impulsive 

reactions, and make decisions based on an understanding of others. It is time Sam Page, you have 

led these kids lives for the past 6 months, it is time to lead, set them free!ò 

Jill Hume:  ñDear Council members, I am Dani and Iôm a sixth grader at Selvidge Online 

School is really tough.  Looking at a computer screen gives me a pounding headache every day.  

Also my wifi is only good in some places so when I have to do something in a different room I 

canôt here and I get kicked out of the zoom meeting.  That can make learning and focusing so much 

harder.  When Iôm confused the teacher has no idea, I am just sitting there not knowing what to do 

because Iôm at home.  The teachers canôt see all of us so they have no idea weather we are confused 

because they can not see our facial expressions.  I just want to be around my friends again.  Dani, 

6th graderò  (Scrivenerôs Note:  This comment was submitted as a photo of a handwritten letter 

and has been transcribed as it appeared in the image.) 

Ryan Vardeman, 16337 Cherry Orchard Drive, Wildwood, MO, 63040:  ñTo Sam Page, 

Council Chair Clancey and the St. Louis County Council, Another week, another chance to do the 

right thing. Covid numbers continue to drop. Our childrensô frustrations and problems continue to 

mount and still many of you continue to only give lip service. We have seen that the numbers donôt 

add up. They have been refuted and yet Dr. Page and the Health Dept continue to double down on  
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the charade that the cases in St. Louis County are the fault of our school children. They continue 

to move the goal posts of when we will be ñsafeò. The public is tired of this and their anger and 

distrust in you is becoming more evident. It is time to move out of the way of schools, sports and 

businesses. Just this week, Alex Garza basically said the curve is flat. We have struggled under 

this for 6 months. 6 months!!! We have accomplished what was the original goal. We have also 

seen the terrible consequences when we abandon our typical ñchecks and balancesò in favor of 

expediency and allow one person to have too much power. No one person, whether Democrat or 

Republican, should wield this much power in our County. I urge all of you to vote in favor of any 

re-written bills similar to 175 and 176 that were submitted last week. Dr. Page needs to be reined 

in. Council Chair Clancey, I urge you to abstain, given that your brother is part of Pageôs campaign 

staff. While there may truly be nothing there, it give the appearance of impropriety and in this time 

of dealing with the public, you should be more than happy to do what is best for our citizenry. 

Please do what is right and remove the restrictions on our schools, our sports and our businesses.ò 

 Laura Ilardi, 14512 White Birch Valley Lane, Chesterfield, MO, 63017:  ñPlease allow all 

kids to live a normal life by sending them back to school and normal learning and play their favorite 

sports. Iôve watched my grandkids play sports since kindergarten and now starting high school and 

canôt play sports I really miss seeing them play at a high school level. Please allow sports again 

with safety measures wearing a mask & washing hands. Thank You in advance for listening.ò 

 Scott Hobart, Chief Operating Officer, H&H Health Associates, Inc.:  ñDear County 

Council, My name is Scott Hobart & I am a St. Louis County resident. I am adamantly opposed to 

the youth sports restrictions & ask that you put checks & balances in place to better serve your 

constituents. The science is clear, Covid-19 can be dangerous to the elderly & those with 

underlying medical conditions. These groups should take appropriate precautions, including 

isolation. The science is also very clear, the vast majority of people, in particular younger  
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individuals, are not significantly impacted by the infection. You do not need to protect people from 

themselves. We should be afforded the right to choose to (or not to) attend school or church, 

participate in or watch sports, dine or shop at a business, etc. As a parent of two children, one a 

high school senior & the other a freshman, it is my belief (one that is also held by numerous 

medical experts) that their mental health is in much greater danger than any threat from Covid-19. 

The current restrictions are dangerous. I ask that you do better in representing your constituents. 

No individual should have such broad & sweeping powers. You were each elected with the belief 

that you would speak for the people & provide much needed oversight. As a step in this direction, 

I urge you to support the two bills being proposed by Councilmen Mark Harder & Tim Finch. On 

a separate but related note, we have a particular interest in softball. I do not agree with the 

moderate-risk classification & see that other medical groups have listed this sport as low-risk. With 

minor modifications, such as each team supplying their own ball & expanded dugout areas, it is 

hard to find a sport that has less contact or risk. Softball games are played outside, on large fields, 

with small teams, & little to no contact. Each sport should be evaluated individually & not dropped 

into generalized categories.Thank you for the time & consideration.ò 

Jim Blasingam, 1351 Oak Borough Drive, Ballwin, MO, 63021:  ñDr. Councilman/ 

councilwoman, I am writing you today to urge you to vote in favor of revised bills 175 and 176. 

These bills represent what makes our Country the greatest Country in the world. Freedom to have 

a choice, freedom to have a voice. No man or woman should have the power to make executive 

orders without a vote, without representation of the community upon which they represent. You 

all represent us. Please do not allow one person to be the voice for all of us. Give us back our 

freedom. Give us back our liberties! Please let us choose to wear a mask, choose to send our kids 

to school and choose to allow our children to play sports. Thank you.ò 
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Brian Musielak, 409 Whitestone Farm, Chesterfield, MO, 63017:  ñWe fully support Bill 

175 and 176. It is imperative that all levels of government Federal, state, and local have checks 

and balances. No one individual should have this much power. Emergencies orders can still be 

declared but the extension of those orders should be subject to full council vote. We should have 

learned our lesson after the flagrant abuse of power from our previous County Executive. Thank 

you.ò 

Jennifer Jansen, 348 Chateaugay Lane, Chesterfield, MO, 63017:  ñDr Page and St Louis 

County Council, I am asking the County Council to support the bills that limit the power of the 

County Executive.  The control by Dr. Page over youth sports shows that one person has too much 

control. Dr Pageôs restrictions on youth sports for the teenage population has gone on long enough.  

There is no evidence that sports that caused any COVID outbreaks and the data from September 

is showing improved COVID positivity rates. But yet, there is no removal of the restrictions on 

high schoolers. Why not, Dr. Page?Please consider limiting the power of the County Executive.ò 

Jeff Wittmaier, 826 Millfield Court, St. Louis County, MO, 63017:  ñDear Members of the 

County Council, First, thank you for your service to the County. We appreciate your hard work 

and commitment. Second, please give our high school-aged kids the opportunity to play 

competitive sports this fall and for the rest of the school year. I was never good enough to play at 

their level, but know the amount of work these young people put in and the importance of these 

events to our children. Beyond the desire of these youth, these events are important for their 

physical and mental health. They have suffered enough with this pandemic and should be given 

every opportunity to rise above it. As you make your decision, please do so based on facts - - the 

documented occurrence of transmission during such events, the likelihood of our youth becoming 

a victim to this disease in general, the symptoms they will likely experience, and the likelihood 

they will (or will not) pass this disease on to a member of the more vulnerable community. Best 

regards.ò   
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Amanda Schreiber, 7513 Abingdon Way Court, Saint Louis, MO, 63129:  ñDear  

Dr. Page, Council Chair Clancy and St. Louis County Council, My name is Amanda Schreiber and 

I am a BioSpecimen Data Scientist who has been working in medical research for many years. I 

know the numbers regarding this virus and I know what they mean. And given all of the 

information I have compiled, I feel 100% confident in letting my three children play sports or 

attend in person school full-time. For the longest time, I worried my daughters would struggle to 

maintain consistent friendships. Due to our jobs at the time, we moved four times in four years, 

each time changing schools and along with that, leaving friends along the way. In September of 

2016 we settled in Oakville. A place where my husband was born and raised, we have fallen in 

love with South County and the people who reside here alongside us. We have planted roots, and 

been fortunate to watch our three daughters grow as a result. Covid-19 has been a devastating 

reality to this county, state, and the world as a whole. I have watched my otherwise cheerful  

11 year old sink into depression, fueled by loneliness and fear. I have watched my nine year old 

cry as her ballet studio closed permanently. Volleyball was closed indefinitely for both of them. 

My youngest, only five, missing out on the best early memories of starting kindergarten, and 

learning how to play soccer just like her daddy. I have not forgotten the fear of the virus, as it still 

lingers in my mind on a daily basis. I remember the hopelessness as it spread faster and faster, and 

watching the news in horror. However, our mandatory 14 day quarantine is at its 6th month 

anniversary and my children need hope. My precious and fragile hearted girls pray to be able to 

play with their friends on and off the field. Hope is what fuels them; hope to have some sense of 

normalcy return to their shaken lives. I am not asking you to ignore this pandemic. I'm asking for 

you to see that whether or not school and sports are cancelled, kids will congregate because it is in 

their nature to learn how to live through shared life experiences with others. By allowing school 

and sports to resume, you are actually keeping our children safer. They have guidelines such as  
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masks and sanitizing stations, whereas a neighborhood pick-up game would not. Nor would a 

neighborhood pick-up game allow visibility for students to earn college scholarships. Sports are 

not just a compilation of plays resulting in a win or loss. Sports teach our children how to interact 

with other people in society with integrity, how to win with passion, to lose with grace, to be 

respectful, to have dignity in the face of adversity, and to learn from and lean on others when the 

world feels really really big and unfair. Please allow us to parent our own children. Allow us to 

determine what we feel is safe or unsafe. Allow us to see the joy on their sweaty faces after months 

of wiping away their tears full of fear, doubt, and worry. Let us, as their parents, choose whether 

or not they play. Let them love their sport. Let them love playing. Let them learn life through 

experiences and interactions. Let them have back just a sliver of their childhood because childhood 

is short enough. Let them play.ò 

 Yucheng Feng, 1432 Carriage Bridge Trail, Ballwin, MO, 63021:  ñPlease allow the kids 

to resume their normal school lives. Kids' psychological health is part of public health. Certain 

things cannot be simply replaced by zoom classes. Let the parents to have options to choose, 

instead of dictated by politicians. Don't let the kids be the victims of political warfare.ò 

 Heather Erbach:  ñPlease support Fitch and Harder's bills 175 and 176 and reopen St. Louis 

Co. Additionally we need masks to be optional for varying reasons. They restrict oxygen and those 

with medical and religious reasons cannot wear them and are being denied services on public 

grounds which their taxes pay for. Also note the coincidence of mandated masks and cases on the 

rise. Masks are making people ill. Masks are dividing the people and causing fights among 

strangers to. As of Sunday, St Louis city had 196 murders and 196 covid deaths. We have a greater 

issue with crime and we all know hospitals are given funds for all deaths listed as covid even when 

that isn't the main cause of death so how accurate is the 196 covid deaths anyway in the city? We 

are fed up with power hungry politicians keeping us from enjoying life. Open libraries, all sports,  
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all festivals, restaurants, drop the mask mandates etc and let us make our own decisions in how we 

go about our life. Enough is enough.ò 

 Jennifer Stauss, 38 Webster Acres, Webster Groves, MO, 63119:  ñDr. Page, I struggle to 

write this because I have so much to say, but I know based on your lack of attendance at the last 

meeting, you will likely never hear my words or give them a second thought.  That is 

extraordinarily frustrating because I have a very simple request for you.  Thank you for doing what 

you think is best, but now I would like my parental rights back.  You have been unsuccessful at 

providing any concrete data that supports your mandate against fall sports for teenagers.  When all 

of this began, the goal was never to shutdown until COVID disappeared.  It wasnôt even a goal to 

shut down until we have a vaccine.  The goal shouted to us over and over was to quarantine until 

we could ñflatten the curveò and reduce hospitalizations as to not overwhelm them.   Please share 

the data that supports that teens who contract COVID are being hospitalized and overwhelming 

the hospitals.  For the counties and schools that have been allowed to resume in person school and 

sports, please share how many of the positive COVID cases resulted in death or hospitalization.  

Like all parents, I make decisions everyday determining the health and safety of my children.  

Many of those decisions carry some level of risk that harm could come to my child (i.e. sports 

injuries and driving), yet I am allowed to make them.  Please give the decision making power back 

to the parents where it belongs.  A return to competition and in class learning can be achieved 

safely.  I do not know what is holding you back, but I no longer believe your motives are in the 

best interest of my children.  LET THEM PLAY!ò 

 Kim Kirby, 2137 Kehrs Ridge Drive, Chesterfield, MO, 63005:  ñDear Dr. Page and  

St. Louis County Council Members, As a St. Louis County taxpayer with a Senior at Marquette 

High School and a Freshman at De Smet Jesuit, I respectfully request that you reconsider the 

recommendation made to our school districts encouraging distance learning only. Our children  
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have a right and a developmental need for an in-person education. We can return our children to 

school safely with proper risk mitigation. Schools in surrounding counties as well as many private 

schools right here in St. Louis County have proven that risk mitigation tactics work. My son has 

been enjoying face-to-face learning at De Smet for weeks now in a highly organized, safe, and 

healthy environment. Additionally, as a parent of athletes, I ask that you allow each school district 

and their parents the ability to make their own decisions on when it is safe for their athletes to 

return to sports competitions. Also allow our Club Sports organizations to begin to play at the high 

school level within the county immediately. The isolation caused by online schooling and the 

removal of healthy sports competition is detrimental to our youth's mental and physical 

development. Please consider the multitude of highly accredited health professionals locally and 

from around the country who have spoken out in support of returning our youth to school, sports, 

and activities. Your abundance of caution FAR outweighs the risks of continuing to sideline our 

suffering youth. Finally, I ask the council to adopt revised Bills 175 and 176. No individual public 

official should be allowed such unfettered power and authority to make blanket rulings over his 

constituents without formal over-site, input, and consideration. Thank you.ò 

 Dr. Traci Lepper, 11648 Gravois Road, Suite 215, St. Louis, MO, 63126:  ñI write this as 

a mother to a High School Senior and 8th grader as well as from a physician who understands the 

immune system and how to research the science. That being said, I urge you to stop using our 

children as pawns for political gain and LET THEM GO TO SCHOOL and LET THEM PLAY 

SPORTS!!!! You have seen the data and countless recommendations from healthcare and mental 

health specialists that back up the safe return to both. You continue to ignore the facts and lie 

straight to your constituents and we have had enough! You crossed the line when you decided you 

are better at parenting our children than we are, it is truly a slap in the face to us. We are grown 

adults who know what is best for our children and know the risks to our own families. I fully  
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support Bills 175 and 176 and urge you all to vote yes as no one person should have this much 

power without oversight and transparency. Ernie Trakas, my dad has praised you for years telling 

me how you have always fought hard for St. Louis County, I pray you do the right thing when you 

vote today to end this dictatorship and give the county back to the people!!! How many small 

business owners and restaurants do you want to see closed? How many low income families have 

to work to return to? How many more suicides and addictions do you want on your conscience? 

How many more of your voters do you want to be depressed? Where is the fight for our county to 

thrive like those around us? Nothing is to gain from any of these mandates and they need to end 

NOW!! Stop all of the restrictions and let the healthy go back to what we do best and we can take 

care of those who cannot. What is your end game? We deserve to know where the money is going! 

It is a virus we have to learn to live with, it is here and we did our part to slow the curve and spread. 

We need to get our lives back and our county back up and running. We are adults, we are parents, 

we are business owners and we are VOTERS-so I urge you all to DO WHAT IS RIGHT for our 

kids and St. Louis County.ò 

 Melissa Marie Petlansky, 4735 Rutledge Way Drive, St. Louis, MO, 63129:  ñTo whom it 

may concern:  This letter is addressing my concerns as a taxpaying citizen. School needs to be in 

session! St.Charles county, Jefferson county (to which I neighbor) has been conducting in person 

classes for weeks. I have heard nothing to outbreaks in these school districts. Have I heard through 

the grapevine that a student is on quarantine due to COVID, absolutely and not surprised, in fact 

normally expected. Have I heard of spread and a school having to close because of spread, no and 

most likely will not. Due to the precautions each and every school is taking to protect their students 

and staff, we won't! My children are not learning from home, it's quite ridiculous. My elementary 

student has more "breaks" throughout her day and no "real" continual interaction with her teacher 

that is so needed. My sons both high school have begun hybrid thrive the days they are there. My  
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freshman is lost at home, socially distant from the learning, he deserves starting a new chapter of 

school. They need to be at school and this is not a decision that can be made by anyone but me the 

parent! Not Sam Page or any other government official when numbers do not constitute this absurd 

decision. Sports, LET THEM PLAY!!! You are destroying these youth. Mine, they are playing. 

Jumping obstacles as many sport leagues are doing. There has been no spread due to sports. Again 

will there be cases, of course. These leagues, coaches and parents are doing everything "correct" 

to prevent spread. Not playing is not the answer. Its destroying our youth who build and thrive 

from this outlet in their lives. Mine personally I have a junior, this is the year scouting is most 

crucial, college decisions are beginning and a scholarship to a committed sport is pertinent for my 

sons decision. He needs to be playing. St. Louis needs to be back in school and back on fields and 

courts. My rights are being taken away!ò 

 Kristin Heffington, 257 Pointe Lansing Court, Ballwin, MO, 63021:  ñMy name is Kristin 

Heffington I am a St. Louis County resident and taxpayer, as well as a parent of two students in 

St.Louis County. I am writing to express my complete disagreement, first, with County Executive 

Pageôs attempts to prevent St. Louis County schools from conducting in-person instruction by 

improperly withholding CARES funding, and second, my complete disagreement with Pageôs 

ridiculous ñexecutive orderò that purports to cancel or otherwise severely restrict most fall sports 

(but conveniently not restrict the sport in which his own son participates).  In short, these actions 

are a GROSS abuse of power and are NOT in the best interests of students or their parents, who 

are all suffering emotionally, intellectually, socially, physically, and in many other ways as a result 

of Pageôs UNCONSTITUTIONAL school and sports lockdowns.  The decisions to resume in-

person schooling and to have safe sports competitions should be left to the individual school 

districts and informed parents, and Pageôs actions constitute unnecessary government overreach at 

its absolute worst, especially in light of the widespread opposition voiced by St. Louis County  
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residents recently.  Page is also ignoring the many pediatricians and other medical doctors 

(including those on his own ñtask forceò) who overwhelmingly support kids resuming in-person 

school instruction and safe sports competition.  If some parents are concerned about the virus, they 

are free to keep their own kids out of school and sports, but the government MUST STOP 

penalizing those students and families who deserve to make those informed choices for 

themselves.  For these reasons, I STRONGLY urge the St. Louis County Council to adopt Bill 

Nos. 175 and 176 (and/or any other similar measures that come before the Council) as a vitally 

necessary check and balance on the unfettered power that Page believes he has over the residents 

of St. Louis County, NONE of whom elected him to this position!  In closing, please do not forget 

that the primary duty of government officials is to represent the will of the PEOPLE, not ignore it, 

which Page is clearly doing.  The voters of St. Louis County are watching EACH of you intently, 

and your actions (or lack thereof) will have substantial consequences at the ballot box on 

November 3, 2020 or whenever your terms on the County Council expire. Please consider what 

you are doing to this community, not for it. Thank you.ò 

 Patty Miller, 5 Cobblestone Drive, Ballwin, MO, 63011:  ñI am a St. Louis County resident 

and taxpayer, as well as a parent of two students in the Parkway School District. Specifically, I am 

writing to express my complete disagreement, first, with County Executive Pageôs attempts to 

prevent St. Louis County schools from conducting 5 days in-person instruction by improperly 

withholding CARES funding, and second, my complete disagreement with Pageôs ridiculous 

ñexecutive orderò that purports to cancel or otherwise severely restrict most fall sports (but 

conveniently not restrict the sport in which his own son participates). In short, these actions are a 

GROSS abuse of power and are NOT in the best interests of students or their parents, who are all 

suffering emotionally, intellectually, socially, physically, and in many other ways as a result of 

Pageôs UNCONSTITUTIONAL school and sports lockdowns. The decisions to resume in-person  
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schooling and to have safe sports competitions should be left to the individual school districts and 

informed parents, and Pageôs actions constitute unnecessary government overreach at its absolute 

worst, especially in light of the widespread opposition voiced by St. Louis County residents 

recently. Page is also ignoring the many pediatricians and other medical doctors (including those 

on his own ñtask forceò) who overwhelmingly support kids resuming in-person school instruction 

and safe sports competition. If some parents are concerned about the virus, they are free to keep 

their own kids out of school and sports, but the government MUST STOP penalizing those students 

and families who deserve to make those informed choices for themselves. For these reasons, I 

STRONGLY urge the St. Louis County Council to adopt Bill Nos. 175 and 176 (and/or any other 

similar measures that come before the Council) as a vitally necessary check and balance on the 

unfettered power that Page believes he has over the residents of St. Louis County, NONE of whom 

elected him to this position! In closing, please do not forget that the primary duty of government 

officials is to represent the will of the PEOPLE, not ignore it, as King Page is clearly doing. The 

voters of St. Louis County are watching EACH of you intently, and your actions (or lack thereof) 

will have substantial consequences at the ballot box on November 3, 2020 or whenever your terms 

on the County Council expire. I would like to see how you spent every penny of my tax payer 

money. Do you realize the full extent of damage you cause. You are no better than Steve stinger. 

You and your crew needs to be replaced.ò 

 Carrie Pingel:  ñDear St. Louis County, I am writing to you in response to the restrictions 

that have been placed on children in St. Louis County. As a parent of three kids, I am so incredibly 

disappointed in how this process with children under age 18 has been handled most recently by 

Sam Page and the COVID Task Force for St. Louis County. I understand that kids were not allowed 

in school and in sports back in the spring due to the lack of information on this virus, but things 

are different now. We now know who is impacted and who is at risk. Please, I beg you to please  
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make the right decision for our children and their future. They need life to go on for them. They 

need to go back to school and back to their activities. By not letting them move forward, we are 

hurting our future generation. They will be left behind and they will struggle for the rest of their 

life to compete in our ever competitive environment because of the restrictions on them for the last 

several months. Please make the right decisions for them and for their future. If you need support, 

I would highly suggest that you look at the data and I would encourage you to publish the actual 

data. Who is seriously sick from this virus? Who is in the hospital? Who is dying from this virus? 

Based on information/facts/data around the GLOBE, kids under the age of 18 are mildly impacted 

if at all. Yes, they may get the virus, but kids under 18 have very mild symptoms. If a child has 

underlying conditions, as a parent, I will make the decision with consultation with my doctor as to 

what the child can/can't do. I don't need St. Louis County making decisions for my family. If you 

want to do something about the virus, please add restrictions on the people who are getting sick 

and who are ending up in the hospital. Please stop the adults from going to bars and casinos and 

from making poor decisions. I was just outside at the zoo with my husband and there was a huge 

group of 55+ adults with no masks, drinking and socializing. They are the at risk group and yet 

there are no restrictions on them. Why is that? Why are bars open if covid is spread from people 

socializing, i.e. talking and laughing? Please look at the facts and make decisions based on facts. 

Kids are not the at risk population. Kids are not going to bars and casinos and parties. In fact, kids 

are less likely to get COVID if kids are in school, wearing masks, doing homework at home and 

outside doing school sports and activities, following the CDC rules as enforced by the schools. In 

addition to all this, the parents need their kids back in school so that they can go back to their jobs. 

Additionally, we have kids with IEP's (individual education programs) who are not getting the 

proper help they need and are being left ever father behind with each passing day. You have got 

to do something! Please help our children to continue living and GROWING! They need to move  
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forward with life for their mental, physical and emotional well being. They have got to get back to 

life, which includes school and sports. Look at the facts ... KIDS ARE NOT AT RISK!ò 

 Erin LeClerc, 7329 Raleigh Drive, St. Louis, MO, 63123:  ñDr. Page and Council 

Members, First, please take the time to really listen to the letters from your constituents. It was 

upsetting to see certain council members attending to other matters while the letters were read last 

week. It showed a lack of respect for the parents and children of St. Louis county. If you want 

respect, then show us some respect. I am writing because I am concerned the students in St. Louis 

county public schools are falling behind academically. I have a sophomore and senior in high 

school. They are good students and actively involved in school activities. They loved school. Now 

they hate it and have little motivation to do any work. The district is not providing the same level 

of education. They are spending 8-9 hours staring at a screen between their classes and homework. 

We are demanding change. As parents, it should be our choice to allow our kids to attend school, 

play in a band, or participate in sports. I donôt tell you how to raise your kids, so donôt dictate how 

I should raise mine. Despite trying to keep a positive attitude around my children, they see the 

hypocrisy, so I understand why they feel like their school and elected leaders are treating them 

unfairly. This is what they see-Neighboring county schools-OPEN, Private schools-OPEN, 

Colleges-OPEN, Bars & Restaurants-OPEN, Businesses-OPEN, Crowded Stores-OPEN, Adult 

Sports-OPEN, Casinos-OPEN, Public Schools and Youth Sports in St. Louis County-CLOSED, 

How is this fair? Low-income and minority students are suffering the most. Many students may 

lose the one chance they had to go to college because you took away their opportunity to place 

sports or they won't be academically prepared for college because of the substandard education 

they are receiving in their "virtual" learning environment. Support and force the reopening of 

public schools. Provide them with the funding they need to open safely so ALL children in St. 

Louis County can receive the education they deserve. Please look at this from multiple  
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perspectives. The mental, physical, and emotional health of our children matter also. Giving a child 

a laptop and hot spot will not solve this problem. Children are losing hope. Stop using them as 

pawns in your political game. We are tired of seeing our children suffer. We will not stop 

advocating for them until the schools open full-time.ò 

 Mark Stapleton, 8015 Crescent Drive, St. Louis, MO, 63105:  ñSt. Louis County Council, 

I am writing you in support of the bills Tim Fitch is presenting.  The county executive, Sam Page, 

is acting without checks and balances and with no limits to his powers.  This must be reigned in.  

He is making decisions related to COVID 19 which are not only harmful to our economy, but more 

importantly he is harming our children.  The unilateral decision to limit schoolôs ability to teach in 

person and restrict high school sports has no data to support.  He provides no transparency.  Even 

when asked to provide the data, he refuses.  He is skipping council meetings and not responding 

to requests by the public, media, and fellow council members.  He is making decisions that effect 

our schools, with no guidance or approval from the council. He is directly effecting the mental 

health of our children in a very negative way.  He is isolating them and restricting their activity.  

His decisions are not for the benefit of the children.  It is for the benefit of his politics. My senior 

in high school who is the captain of his varsity soccer team cannot play because of Sam Page.  

Page offers no data to support his decision.  St. Charles County is playing sports and operating 

fine.  Page is ruining my sonôs senior year and his experiences.  He is ruining the experiences of 

all athletes forced to sit out.  All the data and surrounding counties support getting the kids back 

on the fields.  Now Page refuses to listen to the Sports Task Force and other council members.  We 

must support and pass these bills with urgency.  Everyday we live in this environment suppresses 

our freedoms and our childrenôs ability to thrive and be happy.  Can we not see the hypocrisy that 

Page has allowed his childrenôs sport - cross country - to continue unaffected by his restrictions?  

He allows his kids to compete in a sport that has much more contact than soccer and volleyball  
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because it benefits him.    All these decisions benefit him and he will continue to bypass the council 

to achieve his goals.  If his decisions were logical and supported by data, he would get approval 

from the council.  He is being deceitful.  Our children are suffering.  Why are we ok with this as a 

council and community?  Stand-up and defend our children!!  Let the kids get back to school and 

play sports!!!ò 

 Jennifer Hollander:  ñDear Council Members, As a St Louis County resident I am reaching 

out to convey the need to allow children the opportunity to return to school in person and to return 

to organized activities. In so many instances with COVID restrictions over the last several months, 

residents and consumers have been able to self regulate their risk and exposure through various 

actions and lifestyle choices (dining out, shopping, casinos, amusement parks, travel). Return to 

school and return to play should be no different. For an unelected official to have such direct 

control over the lives of so many is problematic and simply not how our system was intended to 

work. The data which has been vastly screwed by including 19 year olds in the age group of HS 

students, is nothing more than an attempt to try and create numbers to support your position, rather 

than looking at data in a logical manner and then devising a plan accordingly. Many healthcare 

experts have spoken out against these decisions and it is quite clear why, the benefits of attending 

school and participating in activities for many children well outweigh the risk of isolation, 

depression, anxiety and lack of active engaging activities. These residents, while not of voting age, 

still deserve representation. Let Them Play!ò 

Jill Hume:  ñCouncil Members; I am a mother of 3 Rockwood students (a senior, a 

freshman and a 6th grader). I listened to the entire board meeting last week and was so impressed 

with the articulate and heartfelt letters that were sent in by our community. I was completely 

shocked however, with the blatant disregard demonstrated by most of the board for our voices. I 

foolishly thought that you would listen to our pleas and our common struggles related to this  
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baseless lockdown and take appropriate action. When will those on this committee realize and 

accept that we are being lead by a dictator who has ZERO data to support his mandates? When 

will you HEAR us and realize what this is doing to our children? As a mother of three typically 

athletic, social and happy children, I am watching them recede inward, wither and often cry and 

breakdown due to the myriad of frustrations this unnecessary lockdown has created. The long-term 

effects that this ridiculous county lockdown will have on our children are immeasurable and must 

stop now. The supposed ñsolutionñ has become far worse than the problem itself. Enough is 

enough. We are asking for oversight with the proposed bills #175 and #176; oversight of one man 

who has abused his position of power so egregiously that he must be reigned in. His senseless 

mandates are forcing people in this community to work around his foolish demands and to take 

actions that by his standards are presumably less safe. It was said at the meeting last week there is 

a board oversight committee of some kind. Well, if thatôs the case, the system is broken or all of 

the members on the oversight committee report to Sam Page. What kind of oversight is that? And 

isnôt it a conflict of interest that the manager of Sam Pageôs re-election campaign is Councilwoman 

Lisa Clancyôs brother-in-law? That is a MAJOR conflict of interest that requires oversight. How 

could Lisa Clancy possibly remain impartial when she is so personally tied to Sam Page and his 

dictatorship over St. Louis County? Please listen to the pleas of your constituents that you 

supposedly represent and pass revised bills #175 and #176. We are asking for oversight of a man 

who is abusing his power and taking advantage of every single one of us in STL County. Thank 

you.ò 

Donna Roder, 482 Westglen Village Drive, Ballwin, MO, 63021:  ñDear County Council 

members, I am writing to you to urge you to pass the new bills that will be proposed by councilmen 

Fitch and Harder this evening. Our federal government is comprised of three separate branches to 

limit the power of any single branch and so that none have too much overreach. Our St. Louis  
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County government has not been accountable for the decisions that have been made. This must 

stop and I, like most of your constituents, demand it! We cannot continue to allow one person to 

make decisions without justification and without the support of the rest of the council and the 

people. Lives are literally being ruined by Sam Pageôs decisions, which have not been in the best 

interest of the residents and more importantly the students of this county. I have three high 

schoolers and not being in school and sports has been extremely unhealthy for them. I am also 

facilitating a pod of students who should be in school with their peers. I have seen what this is 

doing to younger children and their parents. I have talked to many parents whose children are 

suffering from depression and anxiety. Virtual learning is not effective and there are too many 

technological issues that are really hurting kidsô education. There are families whose children are 

not getting the meals they normally get at school. Student-athletes in our county are now going 

OUTSIDE of St. Louis County to play sports. Their families are taking their wallets with them and 

spending money OUTSIDE of St. Louis County. Our kids are healthy and recover quickly if they 

do get this virus. Covid-19 is not spreading around teams. The mitigation strategies for Covid-19 

are more harmful than the risk of getting the virus itself at this point. It is time to let people be 

accountable and decide to take on the risks to their own personal health. The government does not 

need to make those decisions for us. We all know by now that if we are at high risk, then we take 

extra precautions and avoid public places. The rest of us need to live our lives and most importantly 

so do our children. Please vote to pass these bills and roll back these Covid restrictions now. Thank 

you for your time.ò 

Jennifer Siess Gansner, 1156 Vinetta Drive, St. Louis, MO, 63131:  ñDear Dr. Page, 

Council Chair Clancy And St. Louis County Council, I appreciate your consideration. I grew up 

in in Fenton attending Eureka High School before Rockwood Summit existed. I am now a 46-year-

old mother in Kirkwood, just moved from Oakville. - My 3 elementary, middle, and high schoolers  
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learn online while I work and handle a toddler. - As a youth, I participated in multiple sports and 

school activities while balancing academic achievement ï received a combined scholarship to play 

soccer and double major at Lindenwood ï got my Masterôs at CU Denver ð and attribute that 

high level of ñBUSY-nessò to staying on a good path. - I have Multiple Sclerosis and was raised 

by a nurse with an innate respect for medicine. - I take seriously any threat, including COVID-19, 

to my compromised immune system. - I desire REAL data ð not just numbers, percentages, or 

buzz words like ñupticksò and ñspikesò ï but qualified analysis to actually correlate specific 

activities with COVID-19 transmission rates. - With precautions, we must continue to LIVE 

pragmatically in a different world. - Many County parents, like me, are part of an 12,000+ member 

Facebook group, united on the followingé - With proper precautions, we believe our kids can 

safely return to school, sports, and other activities for Fall 2020. - Moving to Spring 2021 is 

unrealistic logistically from multi-sport athletes, to officials, playing space, etc. - Neighbor 

counties are playing (including us where allowed) with more success than setbacks. - Local private 

schools are successfully learning in-person with some public schools returning. - Data has NOT 

BEEN SHOWN (with a statistically significant correlation) that youth sports are a primary 

contributor to the transmission of COVID-19.  With time, education, and data since the start, we 

parents can make choices for our families. We are united in one voice that says, "Open our schools; 

let them play.ò To that, I would addé - Show me a statistically significant correlated impact as to 

why kids cannot play over mitigated risks of other life variables right now. - If you canôt, offer the 

choice and let ME decide. - In a recent Kirkwood family survey, the ñlack of connection with 

peersò and ñinability to stay focusedò were the worst data points. It feels ironic that what our kids 

need more of is what we fear right now ð HUMAN CONNECTION & ACTIVITY . Please let 

our kids have physical activity to invigorate bodies, peer interaction to energize minds, and human 

connection to touch souls. Together, we can make this happen.ò 
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 Carolyn Rodefeld:  ñPlease read this letter in full. It does not matter if it is duplicated by 

others. If we were there in person, each of us would have three minutes to communicate this 

information and it would not matter if it was repetitive. Give each citizen their right to be heard. 

This request is for you to end the county-wide mandate to wear masks, to lift capacity limits, end 

social distancing orders, end virtual education, restore youth sports, and vote YES on bills 175 and 

176 today. We as rational, logical, adult citizens can decide for ourselves appropriate actions to 

take to keep ourselves and our community healthy. This virus has caused the death of 0.07% of 

people in our county. While each person lost is a tragedy, this number simply does not justify the 

type of mandates in place. We do not need mandates restricting our freedoms when our hospitals 

are not overrun and we have ñflattenedò the curve as you originally asked. Lift all mandates today 

and allow St. Louis county to heal from the hardships the mandates have caused. Thank you.ò 

 Matt Watson, St. Louis County Resident and Rockwood School District Parent:  ñDear  

St. Louis County Council Members, On behalf of my family and especially my 3rd grade daughter, 

Harper, I would like to express our concerns about the current restrictions on in-person learning. 

We as a community have been diligent, we have been patient, we have been safe. The time has 

come for St. Louis County to remove the restrictions and OPEN THE SCHOOLS. We as a 

community have to do what is best for our children, the future of our community, and that is 

providing them with a high quality education. It is in my opinion as well as many other St. Louis 

County residents and parents, that a high quality education is one which is conducted in the 

classroom, not in front of a computer at home, a gym, daycare, grandparents house, a friend, or 

any other facility that we have had to entrust for our children's education due to these restrictions. 

We ask that you please consider the lasting effects of the lack of a formal education on our children. 

There are many experts these days, many contradicting theories about COVID and who it affects. 

There are errors in the data and in the science as seen most recently by the CDC. So why do you  
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continue to follow the same guidelines? As they adjust so should the way we look at educating our 

children. We as tax paying residents rely on our elected officials to weigh the facts and make 

decisions accordingly. The time has come for the tax paying residents to have their voices heard. 

Please make the right decision and OPEN THE SCHOOLS. Thank you for your consideration.ò 

Jeri Deakin, 505 Audubon Village Spur, Grover, MO, 63040:  ñDear Dr. Page, Council 

Chair Clancy And St. Louis County Council. Dear Sam Page and Council, We are now 6 months 

into our 14 days to flatten the curve.  More than half of the country is scared out of their minds.  

We are all trying to make due.  You are trying to make due. The problem with the way you are 

making due, is wielding your power to instill more fear in the community.  All the while infringing 

on our constitutional rights to live as we see fit.   We have been following the guidelines, we have 

put in the work to keep our families safe and healthy.  We cannot be held accountable, and our 

kids certainly cannot be held accountable for those that choose to not follow precautions.  Our 

pediatrician says our kids should be in school.  Our pediatrician says our kids should be doing 

normal activities. You have no data to support your power trip.  If businesses, restaurants, bars, 

casinos, playgrounds, and daycares can open, our schools and the sports should be open.  There is 

again no data to support your claims. Open the schools, and let them play.  Thank you.ò 

Marley Biggs, 1351 Oakborough, Ballwin, MO, 63021:  ñDear councilman\Councilwoman 

I am writing to tell you that I am struggling on online school. It is difficult to learn while my mom 

is at work and I am trying to figure out school on my own. youôre canceling every sport. And not 

letting my parents both watch. I donôt really like wearing masks while my stepsiblings who live 

30 minutes away donôt have to wear masks at all and are in school. Please consider letting us go 

back to school five days a week, play sports, allow our parents to watch us play sports, and decide 

if we would like to wear a mask or not. Thank you.ò 
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Andrea Ritter, 3132 Woodbridge Estates Drive, St. Louis, MO, 63129:  ñDr. Page and 

Council Members, The arrogance of some of the members of this council is astounding . The power 

you are abusing will hopefully be stripped from you soon. The councils arbitrary rules as to sports 

being played in St. Louis County is unbelievable. If the mandate that you have in place is so sound 

then you will pass bills 175 & 176 so that one person doesn't have all the power . That is why Sam 

Page was appointed, abuse of power . Please be aware that because of authoritarian style of 

"serving the public" you now how thousands of eyes on you all. Your data doesn't hold water you 

include 19 years old's in it and refuse to answer that question. The bills as presented last week 

should be voted on this week . Don't think the transparent ploy to stall the bills went unnoticed . I 

am so shocked that you can sleep at night knowing the lives you are messing with . There is no 

reason keep these kids from playing only Sam knows the reason he refuses to listen pediatricians 

and mental health professionals or look at the data . Vote yes on bills 175&176. Thank you.ò 

Chris Davis, 2071 Exchange Dr., St. Charles, MO, 63303:  ñMy name is Chris Davis, 

Government Affairs Director of SITE Improvement Association, representing over 220 site 

development construction firms and associated businesses in St. Louis and surrounding counties. 

Upon its initial adoption last year, SITE humbly requested changes to the Cone of Silence 

Ordinance. SITE requested consistency with current MODOT and other public works Departments 

practices. What was not completely understood, even by SITE at the time, was that those common 

practices were standards set by U.S. Department of Transportation. It is SITEôs understanding that 

St. Louis County has since been notified that the application of the current Cone of Silence 

Ordinance violates Transportation and Highway Administration guidelines and jeopardizes critical 

federal transportation funding to St. Louis County. St Louis County is poised to immediately lose 

approximately $50 million in federal transportation matching funds as a result of the Cone of 

Silence. This issue demands immediate rectification. SITE supports the changes to the Cone of 

Silence reflected in Bill #198. Respectfully Submittedò  
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 Diane Jones:  ñDear Dr. Page and County Council:  Dr. Page has an alarming amount of 

unchecked power in issuing his restrictions on St. Louis Countiansðall in the name of protecting 

the vulnerable. At this point, our most vulnerable population is not the elderly and immune-

compromised, who at least can choose to self-isolate to protect themselves. Instead, the most 

vulnerable population consists of those too young to vote, who have no choice in the circumstances 

they face. First graders arenôt meant to be stuck in front of computer screens for hours a day of 

virtual instruction. Middle schoolers arenôt meant to be cooped up in the house with their parents, 

many of whom are working at home. High schoolers arenôt meant to be denied social interaction 

or the activities they love. In some cases, being virtually educated means being trapped with 

abusers; in others, being virtually educated means nothing is being done or learned because no one 

is home to help them. When the data supports severe restrictions on schools and sports, Dr. Page 

touts it in his press conference. When the data does not suit him, he simply ignores it. Like the fact 

that kids are less likely to get the virus, and even less likely to have any significant negative 

outcomes from it. Like the fact that the kind of routine exercise high school athletes get not only 

boosts the immune system, it is a powerful and natural antidepressant. Calls to suicide hotlines 

have skyrocketed, but he ignores those. Reports of abuse and neglect are off the charts as well, but 

he ignores those. The fact that there are kids falling so far behind it will take the rest of their 

academic careers to even catch up, he also ignores. All the excessive restrictions have been touted 

as protecting the vulnerable. Except Dr. Page isnôt protecting the vulnerableðwho are sitting 

bored, hopeless, unhappy and unhealthy at home when every industrialized country in the world 

is sending kids back to in person school. Makes you wonder who exactly Dr. Page IS protecting? 

And just how much they contributed to his campaign. Send the kids back to school and back to 

sportsðthey are not only vulnerable, they also happen to be our future.ò 
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Amy Reed, Wildwood, MO:  ñGood evening, I wrote a longer email last week but I just 

want to reiterate my support this week for Tim Fitch and Mark Harderôs bills 175 and 176 to create 

council oversight of the County Executive and Department of Health emergency powers. We need 

more checks and balances now and in the future if we ever have a crisis. Thanks so much.ò 

 Jennifer Reynolds:  ñThis St. Louis County Council voted 4-3, along party lines, to let Sam 

Pageôs administration spend $173.5 million in federal coronavirus relief funds without further 

council approval. The Republicans insisted the council should not give the executive branch power 

to spend the CARES Act grant, citing their oath to uphold the county charter. The mayors from 23 

municipalities in north St. Louis County ð almost all of them Democrats ð agreed that legislative 

oversight was ña fundamental requirement of government.ò Chairwoman Clancy, a Democrat, 

would not consider a compromise from Republican, Ernie Trakas that would have released one 

quarter of the funds requiring Sam Page to come back to the council as he needed more. Democrats 

on the council would not budge after a political scientist at St. Louis University said what they 

were doing was ñnot normal.ò Chesterfield Mayor Bob Nation said after the meeting. ñItôs 

extraordinarily perplexing. Itôs just not right. I donôt like to be partisan, because I serve in a 

nonpartisan capacity, but I commend the Republicans for fighting the good fight and trying to do 

whatôs right.ò Our democracy was designed to have checks and balances. You have allowed our 

democracy to dissolve into a dictatorship by removing those checks and balances and giving the 

executive ultimate power over the lives of St. Louis County residents as well as where and how 

the federal monies are spent in our county. You, council members, have the power, by supporting 

Councilman Fitch and Counselman Harder's bills to restore our great democracy. Are you going 

to do what's right and what we the people want or are you going to vote along party lines again? 

Thank you.ò 
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 Lori Hoeflinger, 552 Vista Hills Court, Eureka, MO, 63025:  ñHello, I am writing to you 

in hopes that you will support Tim Fitch and Mark Harderôs bill to create council oversight of the 

County Executive and Department of Health Emergency powers. I feel that giving the sole power 

to County Executive Sam Page is a mistake and an abuse of power. I really hope you see this as 

well and will support the bill. Thank you.ò 

 Diane Unger, 26 Baxter Lane, Chesterfield, MO, 63017:  ñInterim Page, You have been 

appearing weekly, telling us that our county must stay basically shut down Our public schools 

must remain closed. Our students cannot participate in certain sports. Our special needs students 

must continue to suffer. Our churches cannot open to capacity. We must continue to wear masks. 

Instead of your list of rules and regulations, we deserve a press conference where you list all of 

the supportive data that would back up your arbitrary decisions. We need documentation that these 

regulations are actually working. Countries in Europe are taking similar actions, and their Covid 

numbers do not seem to be reducing in significant proportion. So, where is your supportive data ? 

I realize that chair Clancy said last week that ñwe, the public, are not scientists ó.... but Iôm secure 

in knowing that many of our county residents could understand any data .. provided ... if only we 

had some óscientificô data. Furthermore .. and what I would consider very important .... I have a 

few questions:  #1. Just what IS your plan for our county?  # 2. Please tell all of us just how long 

you think our county will survive under these circumstances? #3. Please tell all of us just what you 

plan to do when the grant money runs out ??? #4. Please tell us what you plan to do when 

businesses shutter their doors for good ... and the county revenue dwindles. #5. Please tell us what 

you plan to do ..... If you expect us to continue to live in limbo ... WE EXPECT YOU TO BE 

ACCOUNTABLE to us. We are tired of waiting.ò 

Jela Dilber, 13150 Tesson Hollow Drive, St. Louis, MO, 63128:  ñDear Dr Page, Council 

Chief Clancy and County Council members, Thank you for listening to your constituents' concerns.  
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I may not have children of my own but I am a very involved aunt/godmother of multiple teenage 

boys. Parents should have the decision whether their kids are playing. I am very aware of Covid 

and itôs risks. I am not ignoring we are having a pandemic and am a very conscientious rule 

follower with the mask mandate, etc. I am just not sure why healthy high school students are the 

target of these mandates. I just cannot understand why high school students are being targeted? 

They have zero deaths in the whole state of Missouri since the pandemic began. High school 

students need activities to avoid depression. They need sports to avoid childhood obesity. We want 

these kids to play! I really believe overall you all have good intentions but very little 

communication on the "why" behind them has been detailed as this one really doesn't make sense 

--help us understand how it makes sense to you! As a STL County resident for over 30 years, I am 

hopeful that you will take into consideration these comments. The need to communicate the why" 

is so important--you should lean on the over-communication side vs under-communication 

including having facts/numbers, etc as back up. Thank you.ò 

Katie Chorlins:  ñDr. Page and Council members, Thank you for your continued dedication 

to the safety of our residents and students.  I support your decisions regarding school and sports in 

St. Louis county.  I urge you to continue using SCIENCE and data surrounding Covid-19, as you 

have, to back your decisions regarding safe opening of school and sports.  These are difficult 

decisions for officials to make and we appreciate you keeping our children and community safe. 

Signed, -St Louis County parent of two active boys, age 8 and 4, who enjoy competitive sports but 

also understand the importance of keeping the community safeò 

 Stephanie Grothe, Proud Mom of 3 athletes, 48 Berry Wood Drive, St. Louis, MO, 63122:  

ñDr. Page and Council Members, I urge you to take the political tactics and games out of the picture 

and do what is right for our kids! As a parent I am outraged at the rights being taken away from 

our children. WE are the parents. Let US evaluate the risks and decide what is best for our kids.  
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Athletes in surrounding counties have been successfully competing for months with very few 

documented cases. Do not rob our kids of that same right. Maybe you donôt realize the sacrifices 

many of these student athletes have made and the amount of hard work and dedication they have 

invested in their sport. What about kids of recruiting age? Do you think you have the right to take 

away or jeopardize their chance to compete for a college scholarship? For some, that scholarship 

may be their only chance at going to college. At the end of the day, the numbers donôt support 

your shut down of youth sports in STL County. Positive rates among kids ages 10-19 are drastically 

declining (down 40% over the last few weeks). Not to mention that you have been manipulating 

the figures by including those who are 19 (college age ) into these numbers all along. This is a low 

risk age group to begin with. STOP punishing them and let them get back to competing in the 

sports they love. We miss seeing those smiles and instilled confidence that come along with 

playing. Council Members: We need your help!!! You were elected to represent the people in your 

community. Hear our voice! Please vote ñYESò on the 2 proposed bills today that would limit Sam 

Pageôs power.ò 

Heather Thompson, 641 Spring Meadows Drive, Ballwin, MO, 63011:  ñDr. Page and 

Council Members, I want to talk about people. People want to live. There isn't one person that 

opposes the mandates who wants to die or have someone else near them die. The thing is though, 

we don't want to live captive. We don't want to live a life of hiding out. Better is one day to live 

fully in freedom with our families than 100 days of isolation and fear. My 15 year old son's baseball 

team has been playing 3-5 games every weekend since May outside of St Louis County. That's 15 

kids and their families spending time outside enjoying life. Zero COVID cases. And I know this 

is the norm and not the exception. And guess what, we don't want to die. So we act smart. We sit 

outside, we give each other space. Grandparents come, some of them wear masks. Some of them 

seat themselves a hundred feet away from everyone else. That's called freedom and personal  
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responsibility. Per the CDC, the definition of exposure to covid 19 is being less than 6 ft from 

someone for greater than 15 minutes. I can't think of a youth sport where the children would be in 

that type of contact with someone. The only people the children would be exposed to at length are 

their own teammates that they practice with week-in and week-out, which has been approved by 

you. In my opinion, youth sports at all ages is the safest place for children to be. Because every 

single person there cares about the kids. There is just no question. Youth sports is where you will 

find people who keep their kids home when they have a sniffle. Youth sports is where you will 

find people who tell Grandma to stay home if she isn't feeling her best. Youth sports is where you 

will find that a family cares as much about their team as they do themselves. You don't find that 

in bars, trampoline parks, playgrounds, Walmarts, gyms and all of the other places you let people 

live freely. People who don't want to die will make smart choices. We will mask. We will distance. 

We don't need a dictator to tell us how to stay alive. We just want our freedoms. Let them play!ò 

John Schweppe, 902 Arlington Oaks Terrace, Town and Country, MO, 63017:  ñDr. Page 

and County Council, Thank you for this opportunity to learn about civics from my mom. She has 

spent countless hours rallying, emailing, calling, etc. Yet you ignore her? Do you know what would 

happen if I ignored my mom? Letôs say I would be grounded. I will make this simple, you are 

ruining my education, my friendôs education, my physical well being and my athletic career. 

Ruining it. I obey social distancing and hygiene guidelines. I do, because my parents make sure I 

do. I already have 2 parents who I love, I do not need the County Council and you, Sam Page. 

Trust me, they have my best interest at heart. Back to School, Back To Sports.ò 

Brenda Sperry, 1477 Minmar Drive, St. Louis, MO, 63122:  ñDear Dr. Page And St. Louis 

County Council, As a parent, my number one job is to protect my children and look out for their 

best interests.  I work in the healthcare field and do take the pandemic seriously. But the restrictions 

on our children, especially our high schoolers, have gone on long enough. We are placing unfair  
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and unwarranted limitations on our high school children.  These children need participation in 

sports and activities to foster their social and emotional development.   Schools throughout the 

surrounding areas have been doing this for some time now, and the data shows it has been 

successful and beneficial.  Kids are a low risk group.  As we continue to restrict their activities 

without valid reasons to support it, they will find other less structured ways to seek interaction 

which defeats the actual goal behind all this. Please, please listen to the people of St. Louis County 

and to the voters.  Listen to the experts. We are the people you are here to represent.   Hear the 

voices of our children who need high school sports to reopen and can do so responsibly.    No 

single person should be allowed to make unilateral decisions regarding these mandates and 

restrictions.   Please be leaders and show the rest of the state how St Louis County can come 

together to approach this in a reasonable way. Thank you.ò 

 Paige McCandless, 839 Barbara Ann Lane, Ellisville, MO, 63021:  ñTo whomever, it may 

concern, My name is Paige McCandless. I am a student at Selvidge middle school and a libero/ 

DS for HPSTL. I want to get back to normal, being able to go to volleyball without wearing a mask 

in, I want to be able to give my teammates a high-five, I want to be able to bring my bag in, have 

normal tryouts, and more. I also think it's important we get back to school. Multiple kids are 

struggling (including me) with online school, having many mental breakdowns, severe stress, etc. 

I think our kids/teen's mental health is very important and I'm willing (and multiple others) to risk 

being exposed to corona to go back to school and play normal volleyball.ò 

Jim Schweppe, 902 Arlington Oaks Terrace, Town and Country, MO, 63017:  ñDr. Page 

and County Council, If you are holding firm on keeping sports and schools shut down in St. Louis 

County, I implore you to consider a bill that would support school choice and/or tutoring. This can 

be funded by the Federal CARES Act money and should apply to all families in our county that 

fall below 150% of the federal poverty rate. With truancy rates in Normandy over 60% it is clear  
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we have a crisis brewing because of your overreaching shutdowns. You must act to help these 

impoverished communities. Back to School, Back to Sports.ò 

Hollie Marlo, a registered voter, 2313 Kingstowne Place Court, Wildwood, MO, 63011:  

ñHello. I am a Saint Louis County resident and a mother of two boys. Last week I listened to your 

meeting. The meeting in which Sam Page could not bother to attend. I sat and listened to email 

after email of frustrated, angry and tired parents fighting for the well being of their children. Every 

email had a story and every email was dismissed by the lack of compassion from your board. Our 

children have suffered enough. Stop with lies and made up reasons why our children can not play 

with the rest of counties and why they can not be in the classrooms where they belong. Also, when 

you read these emails tonight, please remember we can see you. Try to at least pretend like you 

care and pay attention.ò 

Jessica Hegger, 9971 Vicksburg Siege Court, St. Louis, MO, 63123:  ñFirst of all, one 

person (Sam Page) is controlling all of the decisions and the flow of information.  That is too much 

power and that can easily lead to self serving decisions.  I can appreciate the pressure to keep 

certain groups happy, but this should not all be on one person.  Please consider limiting this power 

by giving the council the authority to disagree and change things when needed. The second issue 

is high school sports.  My 14 year old daughter plays club soccer and high school field hockey.  

This past July there was all of this talk about the 20-30 year olds being the group of highest risk, 

yet bars were not closed to ñkeep people safeò.  Youth sports were restricted.  This made no logical 

sense to me, I thought I was missing something.  I gave the decision the benefit of the doubt and 

thought that maybe this was to make sure schools would be ok come September.  Well, here we 

are and numbers are down and we are getting the same narrative as we did in July, except without 

as much specific information as to what is happening.  The numbers donôt seem to support the 

restrictions.  St. Louis County is doing ok.  Kids need this or they will find something else to do  
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that is often more risky.  Not because they are bad kids, they are just typical teenagers.  Sports are 

a healthy outlet and if someoneôs specific situation makes it more risky, they donôt have to 

participate.  Please let me determine if the risk is worth it for my daughter and our family. I always 

wear a mask, and go out very little.  I realize this can be a dangerous virus for some.  I still think 

when it comes to this situation, I should be able to determine if the risk is worth the benefit. Thanks 

for listening.ò 

Mark and Andrea Manfrede, 10310 Dorenshire Court, Saint Louis, MO, 63128:  ñSam 

Page, Councelors and whomever else it may concern, We are exhausted by your inconsistencies, 

it is time for a CHANGE! Your false statisics, your lack of care or concern for the mental state of 

our youth is disgusting. If you are going to waste your time having news conferences Mr. Page 

how about you at least speak facts! We demand you let our children get back to school and athletics 

and all the normalcy of teenage life that they are desperatly needing. We the parents should have 

the right to choose what is best for them, while we support and respect those that choose to stay 

home. With all due respect we wish everyone to stay safe and to remain healthy. We feel with 

organized school, sports and school activites we have more supervision to keep them safer then 

ever. Lets get our kids back to life just like all the other kids in Missouri. Thank you.ò 

Keira Biggs, Selvidge Middle School, Rockwood Thunder Volleyball player:  ñHello. I am 

an 8th grader at Selvidge Middle School here to talk about going back to normal. I really want to 

go back to school because 1. it is my last year before high school 2. it is really hard to learn virtually 

and I think I learn way better when I am getting taught face to face (I know a lot of other students 

would agree with that). My mom is a nurse and she isn't home to help me and my little sister with 

school 2-3 times a week. This can get very stressful because I have to worry about myself and my 

sister doing well and getting on our zoom calls easily. I also want to be able to bring my volleyball 

bag inside the gym and walk in places without a mask. I think getting back to school will be good 

for all kids' mental and physical health. Please take this into consideration.ò  
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Mallory Sell, Rockwood Thunder Volleyball Player, 499 Melany Meadows Lane, Ballwin, 

MO, 63021:  ñHi, I am an 8th grader at Selvidge Middle School I am reaching out because I really 

want to go back to school for my last year at Middle school. I think it is time to get the world back 

to normal because if we don't it is going to get ever hard to get back into it. All of the counties 

around us are back so it is a good time to get back into it. If we get back into school when we will 

be able to start getting back into sports and so we can play club volleyball and everyone else is 

around us to so then we can take some of there ideas and use it to help us out. I hope you will take 

this into consideration.ò  

 Karen Yannakakis:  ñTo the St. Louis County Council, Iôm writing to request that you pass 

the updated bills proposed today to ensure proper oversight in regards to county guidelines. It is 

really quite shocking how one person has taken total control of the situation without oversight, 

council and community approval. The original goal was to flatten the curve to ensure hospitals 

were not overwhelmed and to allow hospitals to stock up on PPE. Our hospitals are not 

overwhelmed and the curve was flattened. Then the issue became positive tests, even knowing that 

many tests were reporting false positives. There is no longer any focus on hospitalizations or death 

rates because those numbers have decreased significantly. How many kids that test positive 

actually require any sort of hospitalization?  The majority have a headache or mild cold or flu if 

they have any symptoms at all. When positive tests decreased the new alarm was set at positivity 

rates. Even though the CDC recommendation changed to limit the testing to only symptomatic 

people, which obviously results in a higher positive rate. Kids need to go back to school and get 

back to their routine. They are more at risk for depression, suicide and substance abuse than they 

are of dying of Covid. Common sense needs to be applied to current information instead of fear 

and media hype. Multiple jurisdictions are overruling excessive lockdown and rules that were put 

in place are unconstitutional. St. Louis County needs to make the right choice and follow this lead. 

#back to school    #back to sportsò  
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 Sara Denckhoff, Kirkwood resident:  ñDear County Council, I am asking you to please 

allow students in St. Louis county to resume sports without restriction.  As a 44-year-old, there is 

not much about my life that looks different.  I can go out to dinner, the grocery store, make a Target 

run, and go to the gym.  There are differences, but they are subtle. Life for my children, on the 

other hand, is completely altered.  No school, drastic changes to sports, no homecoming, or prom.  

It is completely unacceptable that we have cancelled what is healthy and developmentally 

necessary for them, out of unwarranted fear.  We have asked them to carry the burden of this virus, 

when they are the least affected by it. We have learned A LOT in six months.  Continuing to make 

our children pay the price for this virus is wrongðand there will be enormous consequences in the 

future if we donôt make changes.  This is not about your fear, your reputation or your politicsð

please do what is right for our children, based on the actual facts (and not the fear of what we think 

might happen).ò 

Syra Rizvi, 749 Kraffel Lane, Chesterfield, MO, 63017:  ñTo all council members , 

including Sam Page. This is America, you all have a obligation to preserve Americas freedom and 

civil liberties. You have all breached, the power that this council has elected you do . How is it 

possible that you have allowed one person to have all powers over 173 million dollars. Sam Page 

decisions are increasingly getting attention from the community , as inconsistent and desperate. 

All schools are open, sports are being played. Yet where Sam Page has power over are Public 

schools. He has mandated that they are not allowed to be open. And he has deemed and given the 

green light for some sports gatherings to take place. Intelligent and people with common sense , 

cannot comprehend how these sports are ok not others. The youth of this community is suffering , 

school superintendents are afraid to open , as Sam Page will not give them the funding that is 

needed. Sam Page is failing to comprehend the long term affects of these mandates. The trust factor 

of public schools and communities, are breaking down. Covid risk factor is extremely low, in  
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healthy active youth. But Sam Page has been allowed to take advantage of the publicôs fears. I 

hope he can go into peoples homes and see the horrible and ugly affects he has mandated on the 

young children in this community. He has prayed on the weakest people of the community, and 

the poorest. Who are dependent on public schools and public school sports. It is what people with 

power do , pray on the weak. They cannot touch the strong and the rich. Council members, do the 

right thing and take authoritarian powers away. This is the United States of America, not Beirut.ò 

Kimberly D Huelsing, 6548 Devonhurst Drive, St. Louis, MO, 63129:  ñDear Dr. Page, 

Council Chair Clancy And St. Louis County Council, I am an adult in a free country. I have chosen 

to raise my family in south St. Louis County for a reason- this is a magnificent place to live and I 

have been a resident here for 43 years. I attended schools in the Mehlville and Bayless School 

Districts and have sent my kiddos to schools in the Oakville community their entire lives. This 

year, my 11th and 8th graders are suffering. It makes no sense that their Mehlville School District 

classes arenôt open for education 5 days per week if we so choose to send them!! We had the 

opportunity to enroll them into full time virtual schooling, but they didnôt want to do that! They 

are ready to get back to classrooms, live in-person instruction, and socialization with their peers. 

Too much screen time each day has always been considered unhealthy for children- now you have 

taken away their opportunities for school and sports! Our pediatrician fully backs my children 

attending schools and playing sports at this time. I feel that you are abusing your power and have 

overstepped your authority! It also makes absolutely zero sense for the high school age kids to be 

prohibited from playing every sport. I have contacted our high school Athletic Director, Becky 

Czuppon (at rczuppon@msdr9.org) and our district Superintendent, Chris Gaines (at 

gainesc@msdr9.org) to let them know I would like to see all our students get back to the fields 

and courts to play sports this fall as soon as possible, wherever we can- even if in St. Charles and 

Jefferson counties. I implore you to also support the studentsô physical and mental health, high  
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school sports careers and to respect their future collegiate opportunities! Their future awaits and 

time is ticking for Fall sports!! Letôs get these athletes back on the schedules to play wherever they 

can ASAP!! We would prefer to also be allowed to play home games and for spectators to watch 

should they choose to do so! Let our school leaders and communities know that you support our 

kidsô safe return to school and sports and would like them to have the opportunity to OPT-IN if 

they so choose! Health waivers can be used to track health status and to waive liability. This CAN 

be done safely. School and sports! Please reconsider your stance today. Thank you.ò 

Geralyn Wilmsmeyer, 483 Ironwood Drive, Ballwin, MO, 63011:  ñI am advocating for all 

the children whose lives have been disrupted and are now being destroyed because of selfish 

individuals who are not looking after the best interest of these children. This virus does not pose 

any more of a threat to children than the seasonal flu. In fact, more children die of the flu each year 

than from COVID-19. Look it up on the CDCôs website!!! Statistics and data have been available 

for a while now which supports little risk or transmission rates between children but apparently 

some politicians and educators have paid little attention to these facts. Iôm guessing itôs because 

of political or selfish reasons. What happened to the logical idea of quarantining the elderly and 

those at risk??? I am a grandmother who resides with my two grandsons age 5 and 7 who have 

been subjected to virtual learning which by the way is proving to be a disaster for most children in 

this age group. Schools had all summer to come up with a way to allow virtual schooling for those 

teachers and parents who wanted it and in class for those who wanted kids in the classrooms 5 

days a week. I have lived in the Parkway school District since 1991 and my children went through 

the Parkway Schools K-12 but if I had kids in the district now, I would dis-enroll them and either 

move to another district or find a way to send them to a private school if they didnôt open up fully 

(5 days a week in the classrooms) by the end of this quarter! It is time for this nonsense to end, get 

children back in school and allow them to play sports and remove the ridiculous restrictions!ò 
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Margaret and Tim Graham, 25 Berry Road Park, St. Louis, MO, 63122:  ñDear Dr. Page, 

Council Chair Clancy and St. Louis County Council, Yet another week has passed, and our kids 

remain sidelined. The local positivity rate for COVID-19 overall is below 5%, yet our kids remain 

sidelined. The positivity rate for 10-19 year olds has dropped more than 40% in the last 2 weeks, 

yet our kids remained sidelined. Your constituents have asked over and over and over for data to 

explain your decision to restrict sports. You have continued to provide nothing. And our kids 

remain sidelined. The blatant disregard for St. Louis County constituents was on full display during 

last weekôs council meeting by several council members. The eye-rolls, sighs of exasperation, dirty 

looks and sarcastic remarks captured on-camera spoke volumes. Perhaps our teenagers, who have 

been virtual learning for weeks now, could share a tip or two on how to conduct oneself during 

on-line meetings. By the way, the first step is to show up for them, Dr. Page. By continuing to use 

fear over facts, you are hurting our children and our community. By continuing to provide zero 

rational or concrete data to support the overreaching mandate, you are shirking your duty as elected 

officials. Itôs time for answers, and if the County Executive canôt or wonôt provide them, itôs time 

for oversight of Sam Page and the Health Department. Our kids deserve it. Thank you.ò 

 Andrea Zimmerman:  ñDr Page and County Council, I am writing you all today as a 

concerned parent, I would kindly ask you to please reconsider the restrictions that you currently 

have in place that negatively affect our children. Our children need to be back in school at least on 

a Part Time basis to interact w their peers and their teachers. Our children also need to engage in 

extracurricular activities for both their mental and physical well being. It would be more effective 

if you allowed them to go back to school and sports w guidelines such as face masks and hand 

sanitizer versus restricting such vital activities which will ultimately lead to more severe problems 

Ie isolation, depression and mental disease. The mental health situation in STL is already stretched 

so thin and access to care is so difficult. If you would allow the children to return back to some  
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normalcy w specific guidelines Ie masks & sanitizers, we can show our kids how to live safely in 

this new world. We could all model how to live Safely as a community. Instead, the message that 

you are sending is that our children should be restricted from participating in actives which 

encourage both mental and physical well being yet you are allowing bars to sell alcohol to go and 

casinos are open for business. Please do what is RIGHT for our children, THIS should never be a 

political issue.ò 

Emily and Travis Ulmer, 451 Holly Terrace Court, Ballwin, MO, 63011:  ñDear Dr. Page, 

Council Chair Clancy, and St. Louis County Council, We are the parents of four children in the 

Parkway School District. Please allow our children to play sports in St. Louis County. For the last 

few months, our children have been playing sports in St. Charles county. Precautions are taken 

and life has gone on! Our teams have had no cases of the virus, and our children have been able to 

participate in the games they love to play. If it is safe enough to open St. Louis County 

playgrounds, it should be safe enough to open up football fields, soccer fields, and softball fields. 

Participating in sports and playing on a team teaches kids so much. It is so important for mental 

health. Please let our children play their sport in their county and for their schools.ò 

 Carla Valenti, 138 Windjammer Lane, Wildwood, MO, 63040:  ñDear Council Members, 

Covid-19 has changed everyoneôs lives. People have lost businesses, their jobs, their homes and 

their freedoms. People are experiencing depression and anxiety like never before. Isolation is 

lonely. Being quarantined last spring may have been necessary at the time so that the virus could 

be studied and the curve could be flattened. Well, that happened and we know more today than we 

did 6+ months ago. We know today, that the virus is not killing kids. We know that most kids are 

asymptomatic and donôt even realize they are positive. We know the transmission rate from kids 

to teachers is nonexistent. We know our kids need to return to school and sports. We know they 

are not in jeopardy of dying. You received a letter signed by 92 pediatricians across St. Louis  
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County and City asking you to open schools and sports. The CDC has asked you to open schools 

and sports. The mental, emotional and physical health of our youth is in jeopardy. Actually, this 

has no age barrier and the effects can last a life time. Please support Tim Fitchôs bill, removing the 

power from one individual. It is imperative that we move forward with opening up schools, sports 

and activities. Our children should not be held hostage in a political war that is going on across the 

country and even in our county. We have done what was asked of us. The kids deserve better, we 

all deserve better. The numbers do not support the continued shutdown. We all know it. Please do 

what is in the kidsô best interest and let them go back to school and let them play. Thank you.ò 

 Tricia Skiljan, 816 Westbrooke Meadows Court, Ballwin, MO, 63021:  ñDear St. Louis 

County Council Members, Please support Councilman Fitch and Councilman Harderôs proposed 

bills. While youth sports does not seem ñessentialò to some, my 17 year old son would tell you 

differently. He has worked hard physically and mentally to excel in his sports and never imagined 

someone could step in a take it away from him and his team without providing the data to back it 

up. It is sad and they will suffer in more ways than they ever would have contracting COVID-19. 

To a high school junior this is devastating and will absolutely affect his mental health and many 

on his team. These kids have had life as theyôve known it changed beyond recognition and have 

watched the rest of the state of Missouri play each week. Please give the kids their sports seasons. 

Please let us decide what is healthy for our families. Please remove unlimited power from the 

health department and Sam Page. Thank you.ò 

Greg Blanke, 17 Rio Vista, Ladue, MO, 63124:  ñDr. Page, Please stop this nonsense. This 

has turned into a political agenda and you have St. Louis County high school athletes front and 

center as the main characters. Student athletes are committed and driven, if they are allowed on 

the playing field they will be in a structured environment and be held accountable for their actions 

by their peers. If they are not allowed to compete they will do what the majority of teenagers do,  
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hang out with their friends, go to parties and congregate in large groups. Parents should be making 

decisions on what is best for their children, not the county executive.ò 

Kathleen Gianino, 2111 Avalon Ridge Circle, Fenton, MO, 63026:  ñDear Dr. Page, 

Council Chair Clancy and St. Louis County Council, I am adamantly opposed to the youth sports 

restrictions & ask that you put checks & balances in place to better serve your constituents. I fail 

to see ANY reason why high school sports are being singled out. There are zero deaths and almost 

zero hospitalizations for this age group. Tell me why our high school students are being held 

responsible for keeping the rest of the county healthy. The science is clear, Covid-19 can be 

dangerous to the elderly & those with underlying medical conditions. These groups should take 

appropriate precautions, including isolation if they choose. The science is also very clear, the vast 

majority of people, in particular younger individuals, are not significantly impacted by the 

infection. You do not need to protect people from themselves. We should be afforded the right to 

choose to (or not to) attend school or church, participate in or watch sports, dine or shop at a 

business, etc. I am all for keeping people healthy. I am not for selective application that is harming 

our kids. Using data that conveniently includes college freshmen and sophomores is skewing data 

to your advantage. My older daughter has played soccer on a travel team all summer. Zero Covid. 

Everyone is taking the proper precautions so our kids can play. The only high school kids I know 

getting Covid are the ones going to parties because their sports are being cancelled. Let our kids 

play. As a parent of two children it is my belief (one that is also held by numerous medical experts) 

that their mental health is in much greater danger than any threat from Covid-19. The current 

restrictions are dangerous. I ask that you do better in representing your constituents. No individual 

should have such broad & sweeping powers. As a step in this direction, I urge you to support the 

two bills being proposed by Councilmen Mark Harder & Tim Finch. Thank you.ò 
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 Erin Maurer, 16350 Copperwood Lane, Grover, MO, 63040:  ñDear County Council 

Members, I am writing in support of Tim Fitch & Mark Harderôs bills 175 & 176. After watching 

last weekôs council meeting, I was embarrassed for several of you. Sam Page didnôt find it 

important enough to even attend...what arrogance. Lisa Clancyôs behavior was not only 

unprofessional but incredibly undignified. And then to learn of the mishandling of funds to settle 

Ernie Trakasô sexual harassment settlement is beyond disturbing and disgusting. What an 

embarrassment all 3 of you are to St. Louis County. Itôs time to think start putting the citizens and 

small businesses of St. Louis County first. Kids need to be in school 5 days a week, they should 

be playing sports and participating in extra curricular activities with their peers, especially our 

children in underprivileged areas. Our businesses should be open at 100% capacity without mask 

requirements. Small businesses are closing permanently all over the county. Jobs are being lost 

and revenue continues to decline. In all of this, there is zero scientific data that even begins to 

support Sam Pageôs complete overreach and his ridiculous mandates. I have spoken with 4  

St. Louis doctors in 3 weeks who all agree to the above. They all expressed that they are seeing 

increased numbers of parents and children with anxiety and depression because their families are 

completely overwhelmed. This is devastating to hear and I fear the long term effects all families 

will experience. Its time to put the people of St. Louis County first and that begins this evening by 

passing bills 175 & 176. Thank you in advance to the council members who vote yes as you will 

be the voice of reason that our county so desperately needs.ò 

Chris Porter:  ñPlease vote for bills 175 and 176. One man should not have powers to rule 

us. We did not even vote him in. Page is not out for our best interest. A man that hides from the 

people is not fighting for the people. Thank you.ò 

 Jennifer Parmeley, 10416 Wisteria Lane, Sappington, MO, 63126:  ñDr. Sam Page and 

county council members, I am writing to plead with you to drop the restrictions put on our children.  
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There is no evidence to support these restrictions. Our children are not putting the county at risk 

by going to school and playing sports, our county however is putting our children at risk. Risk of 

depression, failure to learn, suicide and more. There are zero deaths and almost zero 

hospitalizations for this age group. Tell me why our Children are being held responsible for 

keeping the rest of the county healthy. A high risk adult can choose to go to the casino and expose 

themselves. They can Go to a bar or restaurant and eat or drink mask free for as long as they 

choose. They can also go to the gym and work out next to someone who takes their mask off if 

they choose. However, I cannot allow my very healthy low risk sons to go to school or play sports? 

Tell me how these rules make sense for public health. Let our kids play. Let them go to school. 

They need physical activity. They need to learn teamwork and get an education. They need to learn 

dedication and respect. All things team sports teach them. They need to learn cooperation and 

collaboration from their teachers and classmates. What are you teaching them? Thank you.ò 

 Amy Eakle, 2306 E Royal Court, Des Peres, MO, 63131:  ñTo whom it may concern, Please 

think this decision through carefully and from all angles.  Why can some kids go to school full 

time and some canôt?  Why can some play sports and some canôt?  It just isnôt clear to ANY OF 

US why there is such a discrepancy in the guidelines.  These poor helpless kids just want to be 

kids!  The more we suppress them the more problems they will have in the further.  We will all 

wonder why kids are so unhappy!  This is why!  Please let them do what they are supposed to be 

doing.  Parents should be deciding what is best for their child not some stranger.  Let kids be kids 

and let parents parent, PLEASE! Thank you.ò 

 Eileen Hankin:  ñGood afternoon. I am writing this letter as an official complaint about  

Dr. Same Page and his over reach in his authority. He does not have the authority to enact such 

strict regulations for the extended period of time which he is doing. He should not be limiting 

sports nor advising about school. He needs to loosen the restriction on sodas and food items in the  
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gas stations, which is killing their business. This was supposed to be a temporary restraint to slow 

the curve. But now every day, His threshold changes. It changes to suit his needs. It changes to 

increase control and cause more fear. This needs to stop! 19 year old are not in high school. Severe 

sickness from covid is EXTREMELY rare in kids and many other sickness are far more severe to 

kids then Covid. Additionally itôs not Dr. Pages responsibility to worry about kids brining it home 

to others. That is the parents job to worry about and know if their kids should be participating in 

sports and school, NOT SAM PAGE! Sam Page is not hired to tell us how to raise our kids. He 

needs to follow the mask guidelines of the state. We would not be forced to wear masks, but 

encouraged. This is his role! He is over stepping his authority and we are demanding it to stop 

immediately. We are asking for the Council to step up and make this stop. We are asking the 

council to standup to his overreach. We are asking the council to stand on their own feet and not 

be guided by Sam Page nor the NEA. If Sam Page will not cease, he needs to resign. WE need to 

threshold to quit changing. We need the a clear understanding of how and when the next stages 

will take place. We need Sam Page to STOP over reach his authority and stop presenting he is 

GOD. Which he is not. Here are the lines we would like to see on the covid tracking models. 

Because these are far worse than Covid for our kids! -Tracking of suicides. -Tracking of 

antidepressant prescriptions in teens. -Tracking of the MASSIVE decrease in abuse reports. Kids 

are home suffering and no one knows and is there to report the abuse and help! We ask that Sam 

Page immediately change his regulation and stop over reaching his authority. The curve is flat. He 

needs to stand down. Sam Page needs to stop thinking that he has the right to enforce his rule and 

beliefs on all. He can do it to his family, but not to ours. WE do not need to live in house. This is 

now the house of Page, this is St. Louis county and he is an appointed official representing us! 

Weôve had enough of his overreach!ò 
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 Sheila Charlton, 990 Tara Oaks Drive, Chesterfield, MO, 63005:  ñGood day, My name is 

Sheila Charlton, and I am a St. Louis County resident and taxpayer, as well as parent of two 

daughters in the Rockwood School District. I would like to share my disappointment with County 

Executive Pageôs attempts to prevent schools from in-person learning by unethically withholding 

CARES funding, and my further disappointment with Pageôs ñexecutive orderò impacting most 

fall sports (but conveniently not restricting the sport in which his own son participates). Based on 

these callous decisions, my children and so many others are suffering emotionally, intellectually, 

socially, and in many other ways as a result. The decisions to resume in-person schooling and safe 

sports competitions should be left to the individual school districts and parents, and Pageôs actions 

constitute unnecessary government overreach at its absolute worst, especially in light of the 

widespread opposition voiced by St. Louis County residents recently. Page is also ignoring the 

many pediatricians who support kids resuming in-person school and sports. For these reasons, I 

STRONGLY urge the St. Louis County Council to adopt Bills 175 and 176 (and/or any other 

similar measures that come before the Council) as a necessary check and balance. I appreciate your 

consideration as you help our government officials represent us, the people, and keep the wishes 

of the voters of St. Louis County in mind. Thanks again!ò 

 Chris Skiljan, 816 Westbrooke Meadows Court, Ballwin, MO, 63021:  ñDear St. Louis 

County Council, We ask you to vote yes on Fitch and Harderôs proposed bills. Please let us be 

parents and make good decisions for our family. We are not asking for special treatment as the 

entire state of Missouri is competing and St. Louis County is being left behind without the data to 

back up these decisions by County Executor Sam Page. Normal life is being stripped away from 

these kids and the heaviness of it is affecting their mental health in a very real way. MUCH more 

than COVID-19 is affecting their physical health. Please consider these high schoolers who only 

have four short years to compete in the sports. Missing out on even one season has a real impact  

  




